
 

 

 
OFFICE: 225-749-2189  

WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil .................................................................................. 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday ................................................................... 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ................................................... 8:00 a.m. 
Friday ........................................... 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m. 
First Saturday of the month only...................................................... 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday .................................................................................. 3:30–4:15 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ……………..7:40 a.m. or by appointment 
 
 

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Arun John, IMS  ........................................................................... Pastor 
Dana Babin …………………………………………………….. Bookkeeper 
Candice Breaux ………………………………………Youth Group Minister 
June Hebert ……………………………….. Director of Religious Education 
Sara Hernandez …………………………………………………….Janitorial 
Jayne Jason …………………………………………………Child Protection 
Layne Mire ………………………………………………….Parish Secretary 
Lil Stutes ………………………………………………….Mother’s Day Out 
Sharon Thibodeaux ………………………………………...….Music  Leader 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday–Thursday 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Office closed for lunch 12:00–1:00 p.m. 

BAPTISM 
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also 
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the 

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday.  Parents should 
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation 
program, preferably early in pregnancy.  Parents are 

encouraged to register in the parish and actively  
practice their faith. 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

Inquiries:  Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269. 
 

MARRIAGE 

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to  
proposed wedding date. Preparation program  

is required. Couples should be actively  
practicing their faith. 

 

CARE OF THE SICK 
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible. 

Communion calls to homebound weekly by request. 
Please notify the office if someone is homebound. 

 

CHRISTIAN BURIAL 
Family should contact the Pastor to begin  

funeral arrangements. 
For Cemetery information, please call  

Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333. 
 

PRAYER LINE 
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
One day when I was visiting the hospital, I met a man who had a stroke that affected his speech. The fact that he 
couldn’t speak may not seem very unusual. What was striking, however, was that it was his voice that was  
affected; the very voice that he had used to sing and entertain hundreds of people for the greater part of his life. He 
had even made recordings of his songs. I asked the family members if they would sing one of the songs for him. 
They said that they couldn’t. The sick man looked helplessly at me, unable to do anything for himself. I prayed 
over him that the Lord would loosen his tongue and voice, as well as his brain that was affected by his disability. 
The miracle story told in the Gospel today, is that of a deaf and dumb man, who had, as mentioned, “an  
impediment in his speech.” The cure of this man is symbolic of the arrival of the messianic era of salvation. In  
today’s first reading, we see the promise of Isaiah being fulfilled, “Here is your God, He comes with vindication, 
with divine recompense, He comes to save you. Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be 
cleared, then will the lame leap like a stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing” (Is 35: 5-6). The cure implied is 
that the people once deaf and dumb towards God, would now be capable of hearing and giving praise to God.  
 
Every passage of the Scripture has a message for the people of the time when it was written. The people belonged 
to a particular socio-economic, cultural and religious situation. But situations change, and to let a particular  
passage mean something to our times, we need to find out what the real situation is today and in what way it is 
similar to the times of Christ. We need to explore how the passage becomes meaningful for us and the people of 
today. I would merely like to outline two aspects of being deaf and dumb that we should examine. We can say that 
our modern western world has become deaf to the words of Jesus, as deaf as the man in the Gospel. Here, it is not 
a physical deafness, but a spiritual deafness, caused by our sins. We have become so used to sin that we take it as 
normal, and we have become deafened and blinded to God’s call to us. Today, so many young people have  
already distorted their consciences and have substituted the true joy of life with drugs, sex, alcohol, and the empty 
pursuit of material possessions.  They deafen their ears to what enlightened people tell them, and more  
importantly to what God says to them.  Something else is needed; something that we will find only in Christ, for 
He alone is the measure and the scale that we must use to evaluate our own lives. It is in Jesus that we discover the 
true greatness of our own humanity. He will make us understand our own dignity as human beings, that we are 
created in the image and likeness of God (Gen 1:26). Christ has the answers to our problems; He has the power to 
uplift our hearts. He keeps calling us, He keeps inviting us, as He is “the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 
14:6). We are indeed deaf to the cries of distress: the child and adolescent that is calling for help, the elderly and 
sick who are lonely and often just want someone to listen to them, or the poor people that are calling for our help. 
In some cases, we may hear them, but we pretend to be deaf. 
 
Besides being deaf, we are also dumb. We are dumb when we fail to speak against injustice, corruption, evil  
practices, immoral actions, etc. The miracle on behalf of the man who was deaf and dumb, has its relevance for us 
even today. We pray that this miracle will continue its healing work in us, who need it just as much as the man in 
Jesus’ day did.  Let us ask God to open our ears and our hearts to His word, and to His love, as we offer our Mass 
this weekend.  
 
May God bless us all! 
 
Fr. John 
 



 

 

The Sanctuary  
Candle burns in 

memory of  
Alfred Chustz. 

 

The Catholic Daughters will 
host a Rosary in honor of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary’s  
Birthday after 9:00 & 

11:00am Masses outside of 
Church, on Sunday,  

September 8th.     
Please join them . 



 

 

FORMED.org:   
Best Catholic Content all in one place: Movies,  
Programs, E-books, Talks, Prayers and Guides 

 

For an account: Click sign-up; Select “I belong to a  
Parish or organization”; Find your parish by  

zipcode; Enter your email; and you are in!  

St. John the Baptist Parish 

Finance Committee Members 

Carolyn Dupuy 

Father Arun John 

Drew Maciasz 

Laurie Moreau 

Arron Pierre 

Danny Rabalais 

David Toups 

Prayer for Hurricane Season 
 

Our Father in Heaven, through 
the intercession of Our Lady of 
Prompt Succor, spare us during 
this hurricane season from all 

harm.  Protect us and our 
homes from all disasters of  

nature.  Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor, hasten to help us.  
Through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Readings for the week of September 8, 2024 
Sunday: Is 35:4-7a/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 (1B)/ 
  Jas 2:1-5/Mk 7:31-37  
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12/Lk 6:6-11  
Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a  
  and 9b/Lk 6:12-19  
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15,  
  16-17/Lk 6:20-26  
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13- 
  14ab, 23-24/Lk 6:27-38  
Friday:  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6, 
  12/Lk 6:39-42  
Saturday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 
  38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17  
Next Sunday: Is 50:4c-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9  
  (9)/Jas 2:14-18/Mk 8:27-35 


