September 22, 2024

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Yolume 56, No. 38

St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... o Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..o.oivitieiie e Bookkeeper
Christel DUpOnt ......oovvvuiiiiiiei e Receptionist
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ...........ooevuiiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovoriniiiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StUtes ..o Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

ad) P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

This is a story of a tourist who visited a particular Church. He was quite surprised to see a figure
of a lamb carved near the top of the Church tower. Upon inquiring, he came to learn the reason.
He was told that when the Church was being built, a workman fell from a high scaffold. His co-
workers, rushed to him in fear and despair, probably expecting that this worker might have died.
But to their pleasant surprise, they found him alive with some minor injuries. How did the
workman survive that steep fall? A flock of sheep was passing at that time, beneath the scaffold of
the tower. The worker fell on the top of one of the lambs. The lamb was crushed to death, but the
man was saved! To celebrate his miraculous escape of death, a lamb was carved and placed on
the tower at the exact height from which the workman fell. It is unknown whether this story is
true or just a legend; but one thing for sure is that: We need the Lamb of God for our survival!

In today’s Gospel, we hear that Jesus, the Lamb of God, is predicting His passion and death, and
He drives home the message of the necessity of being clothed with humility and innocence in
order to achieve true greatness in life. Jesus came into this world with a specific purpose — the
salvation of all. To achieve this purpose, Jesus chose the path of suffering and death, which lead
to His glory. Therefore, He forewarns His disciples, “The Son of man will be delivered into the
hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He is killed, after three days He will rise” (Mk
9:31). Unlike some popular preaching, Jesus preached to the world: the Gospel of greatness and
the Gospel of Maximum. But His understanding of “Being Great,” was unlike how the world
thought. The worldly view of achieving greatness is having power, wealth, possessions, positions,
vanity, and glory by whatever means.

The Disciples of Jesus also thought similarly in this manner, as they quarreled along the way, as to
“Who was the greatest?” Jesus defines a new way of being great: by being little, being humble
and by lowering oneself. He says, “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be last of all and the
servant of all.” He preaches the “Gospel of Greatness™ as being great in the sight of God, by doing
God’s will and following His commandments. He preaches the “Gospel of Maximum” as
achieving one’s maximum by depending and trusting in the power of God at all times. In tune
with His preaching, Jesus lived a life of immense humility, daring innocence and bold holiness!
Although He was the mighty lion of Judah, He humbled himself to become the Lamb of God.
Clothed in mighty glory and ecstatic splendor, Jesus emptied Himself to live a life of sacrifice,
gentleness and always surrendered to His Father’s will. This is true greatness: the higher that one
wishes to become, the lower one must humble oneself to allow the grace of God to fill one’s life!
The Lord wishes that we will become “great” in life, but in the proper sense of the term. The Lord
desires that we all achieve the “maximum” in life, but maximum in the true sense of the term.
May we cherish and follow the example of our Blessed Lord in leading a life of humility, and
scaling the heights of true greatness, and achieving the maximum in life. Jesus, our Lamb, by His
sacrificial love and total surrender, has given us life and salvation at the cost of His own life. Let
us reciprocate and commemorate this tremendous sacrifice by carving our lives like the image of
this Lamb — by being humble, committed to our cause and trusting fully in the power of God.

May God bless us all!

Fr. John



New Church Office Hours
Our Church Office Hours will change beginning
September 23rd. You will be able to drop any
contributions through the mail slot located on the
back door of the Church Office.

Our new Church Office Hours will be as follows:
Monday through Thursday 8:30am-1:30pm
Closed on Fridays

Chwrch Office Staff Changes
Betty Cain has been us with our

assisting
bookkeeping needs and she will continue as the
Bookkeeper for our Chwrch Parish.

Christel Dupont has agreed to assist us as a

Receptionist to help with our Parishioner’s needs.

Prayers and Sympathy are
extended to the family of
Laurie Brooks Seneca
upon her death.

The Sanctuary
Candle burns in

memory of
Ear( Sarradet.
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sister or brother, please talk to
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Josh Johnson at the Vocations

him: jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit:

All Night Eucharistic Adoration @a%’

begins at 8:00pm on
Friday, October 4th and ends with
8:00am Mass on Saturday,
October 5th. Sign up sheets can
be found in the back of Church.

Stewardship of Finance

Total Collection for September 8th: $14,630.00

Thank you for your generosity!

Church Card Party
Monday, October 7th @

10:00am-3:00pm
Activity Center

You can register for Bridge, Bouree, Poker, Canasta,

Hand & Foot, Sequence, or any other board game.
You can obtain a registration form in the Church
Office or from the back of Church. Lunch will be

provided. Please contact Betty Cain, 225-776-1160, or
Stacy Gauthreaux, 225-439-2282, with any questions.

All proceeds benefit our Church.

Feast on the Levee
Sunday, October 20th
Masses at 7:30am & 10:00am

Please join us for live music, delicious food, a silent
auction, bingo, children’s games and inflatables, a
sweet shop, and a parade of prizes.

Breakfast at 8:00am. Food Booths open at 11:00am.

Live entertainment provided by:
The John Foster Band
Rhodes & Mauer Band

That 70’s Band of Louisiana

The Fun Run, 20 Mile Bike Ride and 5K will be held
on Saturday, October 19th.

Will you welcome and befriend
everyone as Jesus did? If God is

your priest or reach out to Father
Office at 225-336-8778 or email

www.diobr.org/vocations

Letus run with endurance the race that is set
before us (Hebrews 12:1)
Race location:
e Baptist Catholic Church
402 S. Kirkland St.
Brusly., L.a 70719
-0954 withhguastions
hn the Baptist Catholic Church

o register

St. John

Text'22
All proceeds go

Volunteer Sign-up for Feast on the Levee

We will have Feast Committee Members in the
back of Church after all Masses on the weekend of

October 5th & 6th to sign up fair volunteers for two

hour shifts. Please consider what you can do to
make this Feast a successful event!




25™ SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

“If anyone wishes to be

first, he shall be the last

of all and the servant of
all.” Taking a child, he

placed it in their midst,
and putting his arms
around it, he said to
them, “Whoever receives
one child such as this in
my name, receives me.”
- Mk 9:35b-37a

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Readings for the week of September 22, 2024

Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 (6b)/
Jas 3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37

Monday: Prv 3:27-34/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/
Lk 8:16-18

Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35,
44/Lk 8:19-21

Wednesday:  Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104,
163/Lk 9:1-6

Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/
Lk 9:7-9

Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4/
Lk 9:18-22

Saturday: Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14
and 17/Lk 9:43b-45

Next Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 (9a)/
Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

Please join the Diocesan Respect Life Committee’s

meeting on Thursday, October 10th from 10:00am-
12:00pm at the Catholic Life Center. To observe Respect
Life Month, Nancy Kissinger will be the keynote speaker.
For more information, please contact Jorge Lavastida,
225-242-0222,
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< CHURCH RAFFLE

Raffle Tickets
Please place your raffle ticket stubs and money in
the provided envelope, in the black lock box
located in the back of Church after all
weekend Masses. During the week, the raffle lock
box will be located in the Church Office.

Organizations
The Catholic Daughters will meet in the Activity Center
at 7:00pm on Thursday, October 3rd.

Knights of Columbus:
Meeting at 6:00pm in the Activity Center on Thursday,
October 3rd
Donuts after 7:30am Mass, October 6th, in the
Activity Center
Pro-Life Rosary at 4:00pm on Saturday, October 19th

The Catholic Daughters
will host a Rosary in
honor of Our Lady of
Fatima after 11:00am
Mass at the Grotto on

Sunday, October 13th.
All are welcome!
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Red Stick Kiwanis Club Poinsettia Sal
The Red Stick Kiwanis Club Christmas Poinsettia
Sale begins now. These large red 10 inch pots are
$35.00 each and can be ordered through November
25th. Forms are available in the Church Office.
These plants can be ordered for your deceased
loved ones and included in our Church
Christmas decorations.

=B

©LPi

LITURGICAL MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS
ARE NEEDED!

Liturgical Ministers are needed at these Masses:

Altar Servers are needed at 4:30pm, 9:00am &
11:00am

Eucharistic Ministers are needed at 4:30pm & 9:00am
Ushers are needed at all Masses

Please consider serving in these Ministries. Please call
the Church Office to sign up. THANKS!

CAUTION: Please be mindful of the construction
for the additional storage to the Activity Center.
For your safety, please do not cross the
barriers or remove the fencing.



