September 1, 2024

ST. JOHN 7 BAPTIST
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road)

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

Yolume 56, No. 35

—

P. O. Box 248, mes[y, Louisiana 70719

BAPTISM

Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should

call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



FROM TH

PASTOR’S DESK

——————

Dear Parishioners,

William Barclay in his “Daily Study Bible” tells the story of an old Jewish rabbi that was in a Roman prison
diagnosed with acute dehydration, which would have led to his death. The prison guards insisted that the rabbi
was given his quota of drinking water. The prison doctor and an officer in charge instructed the guards to watch
the rabbi and ascertain what he was doing with his ration of water. They were shocked to find out that the rabbi
was using almost all of his water for traditional ritual washing before prayer and meals. Today’s Gospel tells us
how the tradition-addict Pharisees started questioning Jesus when his disciples omitted the ritual of washing of
hands in public before a meal. The Jews were very legalistic in their outlook and observed most of the rules to the
letter than to its spirit. They showed blind obedience to law as far as their interests, and thereby ignored the very
heart of the law, namely the love of God and of one’s neighbor. One of the places in India where I worked as a
missionary priest for four years, was mostly populated by Jainists. Jainism is a religion that considers Jain
Mahavira as their Guru or leader. Non-violent Ahimsa (not to hurt or kill any living beings), is one of the
philosophies that they adhere to. As a rule of keeping this law to its letter, their spiritual leaders even cover their
mouths and noses so that no living being will be hurt through their breathing. They are fully vegetarians, they do
not eat even eggs. Can you believe that they are the rich business class people of India? They own hundreds of
acres of agricultural land, and they use pesticides to kill the insects. They do not mind killing the insects by
pesticides in order to save their crops, and receive a high yield. They even take their dinner before it is dark. The
reason behind this practice is to save the living beings, like insects, from the attractive lights and getting killed.
Can you see the contradiction in their philosophy? They cannot be any less hypocritical than our Pharisees in
today’s Gospel.

Whenever I met them, they argued with me and condemned all Christians because we are not vegetarians, and we
eat meat and fish, which they consider as unclean things. Whenever they questioned me for eating meat, I quoted
Jesus’ words, “Nothing that enters from outside makes a man unclean. It is what comes out from within that
makes a person unclean.” Isn’t it true that it is not what a person eats that makes him or her unclean, but what
comes from within, the condemning and uncharitable attitude, unkind words, unfriendly behavior, unjust dealings,
etc., that makes a person unclean? Let us look at our own lives. There is a strong attraction for some to a religion
of laws, rules and regulations. The question that is often on their lips, “Is this a sin? Is this mortal or only a venial
sin?” But these are not the questions to ask. Our real concern should be, “Is this a loving thing to do?” Is it
possible to keep all the laws and rules perfectly, and yet be very far from the spirit of Jesus and the Gospel? In the
final analysis, each one has to discern for himself or herself just how in given circumstances can he or she best
love and serve Christ. It calls for a freedom to do what is good, what is better, what is more loving. The Gospel is
not the code of laws. It provides a vision for a true and authentic Christian life. It is focused on relationships rather
than individual action. This very day we will have many opportunities to love and serve Jesus in various
situations. Instead of worrying over our little mistakes and weaknesses, let each one of us ask, “Where and how
can I be a more loving, caring, and compassionate person today?

It is good to ask ourselves, are we too legalistic? How do we look at laws and traditions of our family, society and
the Church? Do the laws and traditions we hold on to, affect our growth and our relationship with God and one
another? Pray today that God may help us to have a positive and balanced outlook towards laws and traditions,
and that our attitude and outlook may make us more human, affectionate and understanding towards ourselves and
others.

God Bless You All,
Fr. John



CHRISTIAN FORMATION
There will be NO RELIGION CLASSES for K-8 from
September 2nd-4th due to the Labor Day holiday.

t igion for K-8: Sunday,
September 8th at 9:00am
There will be NO RELIGION CLASSES for K-8 from
September gth-11th.
P r Al is at 5:00pm on Sunday,

September 8th in the Activity Center. Please RSVP to
June Hebert, 225-749-3387, if you plan to attend.
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GRANDPARENTS
DAY-NAY-DAY
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Grandparent’s Mass
will be at 9:00am on
Sunday, September
8th. This Mass is also
a Religion Mass for
K-8 students.

There will be Choral practice for the
children for the September 8th
Grandparent’s Mass from 10:10am-
10:45am on Sunday, September 1st.

/// Zippers Thrift Shop Sale Dates
- at 7:30am

—

~
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September 12 & 26

- October 10 & 24
s You can reach them at
d \\V 225-506-8622.
R.C.LA. Faith Journey

Classes begin on Wednesday, August 28th at 6:30pm
in the Church Office. You can still join this faith group
by calling Carolyn Dupuy at 225-276-6269.

Our next Baptism Seminar is
at 6:00pm on Wednesday,
September 11th in Christian
Formation Room One. Please
call the Church Office
to register.
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All Night Eucharistic Adoration
begins at 8:00pm on
Friday, September 6th and ends
with 8:00am Mass on Saturday, §°
September 7th. Sign up sheets can |
be found in the back of Church.
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= The Catholic Daughters will
<~ host a Rosary in honor of the
3 Blessed Virgin Mary’s
Birthday after 11:00am Mass
on Sunday, September 8th in
the Activity Center.
Please join them for
cupcakes after the Rosary.

BEYOND/
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Prayers and Sympathy are |
extended to the family of

Cheristean “Teany” Mason [
upon her death.

The Sanctuary
Candle burns in

memory of
Margaret Spragio.

Vocations

" Is God calling you to serve your
fellow man? Will you follow
Him into a life of service as a
priest, deacon, brother or
. sister? If so, talk to your priest
) or reach out to
Father Josh Johnson at the
Vocations Office
at 225-336-8778
or email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations

The Food Pantry distribution
will be held at 8:30am on - RN
Monday, September gth at the ;‘\-ﬁ* e

Activity Center. | DO N AT ! LG

Stewardship of Finance
Total Collection for August 25th: $8,446.00

Thank you for your generosity!




Readings for the week of September 1, 2024

Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 1a/
Jas 2:1-5/Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/
Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100,
101, 102/Lk 4:16-30

Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-
13ab, 13cd-14/Lk 4:31-37

Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21/
Lk 4:38-44

Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/
Lk 5:1-11

Friday: 1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-
40/Lk 5:33-39

Saturday: 1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21/

Lk 6:1-5
Next Sunday: Is 35:4-7a/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 (1B)/
Jas 2:1-5/Mk 7:31-37

22N° SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
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He summoned the crowd
again and said to them, “Hear

me, all of you, and under-
stand. Nothing that enters
one from outside can defile
that person; but the things
that come out from within are
what defile.” - Mk 7:14-15

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. oup

Household Hazardous
Materials Collection Day
Saturday, October 26th
8:00am-12:00pm
Alexander Park at
250 Elaine Street, Brusly
Go to: wbrcouncil.org for a
list of acceptable items.

Keew

Balon Rouge
caulifl

KEEP AMERICA DEAUTIFUL ATFILIATE

The Church Ministry Dinner will
be held on Saturday, September
14th at 5:30pm in the Activity
Center. Please RSVP to the Church
Office to attend.

‘Feast on the Levee
Sunday, October 20th
Masses at 7:30am & 10:00am

You can return your raffle tickets and money in the

envelope that you received, and place it in the raffle
lock box located in the back of Church. The lock box
will be located in the Church Office during the week.

Please join us for live music, delicious food, a silent
auction, bingo, children’s games and inflatables, a
sweet shop, and a parade of prizes.

The Fun Run, Bike Ride and 5K will be held on

Saturday, October 19th.
‘c"ﬁ o=
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Lunch will be provided. You can obtain a registration
form in the Church Office or from the back of Church.
Please contact Betty Cain, 225-776-1160, or Stacy
Gauthreaux, 225-439-2282, with any questions.
Join in the games!

Church Card Party
Monday, October 7th
10:00am-3:00pm
Activity Center

Job Opening at the Catholic Life Center for a Human
Resource Information System Specialist
This Specialist supports the diocesan-wide HRIS to
provide service and support to all administrators. For
more information, please visit: diobr.org/employment-
opportunities

Retrouvaille Weekend
October 4th-6th
Retrouvaille is a marriage
program dedicated to
helping couples reconnect,
rebuild and restore their
relationship. To sign-up,
please contact
Randall & Robin Bellard,
225-271-4092 Or
go to: Helpourmarriage.org

CAUTION: The construction has begun for the
additional storage to the Activity Center. For your
safety, please be mindful of the fenced off area
and do not cross that barrier.



