September 15, 2024 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

Yolume 56, No. 37
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OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Betty Cain  ..ooviiiiii i e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

A Good athlete knows that the training of the body is closely linked to physical pain and pleasure. In the initial
exercise, the stiff muscles are in training, and the movements are difficult. But after many days of strenuous
practice, one will gain enough strength and vigor, and the feeling of new health will let one forget all their troubles
that one has undergone. The same is applicable to spiritual trainees. If we succumb to the initial temptations, we
will not get much joy. If we overcome the temptations, the joy we get as a result of this is incomparable. Likewise,
the disciples of Jesus had to struggle and endure pain, just as their master did. As the Gospel says, Jesus had to
suffer, be rejected by the leaders, and be put to death. And after all this, He will rise again from the dead and He
will be victorious. Jesus was conveying this truth to His Apostles. But Peter, for whatever reason, whether it is his
ignorance or his blind love for Jesus, was not able to grasp the meaning of what Jesus said. Jesus was in fact,
talking about his own suffering, death and resurrection. The truth of the matter is that Peter did not want Jesus to
die at the prime of His youth, as His death would shatter all Peter’s hopes and aspirations. This was the only way
that Peter could look at Jesus' death in the beginning. Humanly speaking, it was natural for Peter to think that
way. Jesus understands Peter’s predicament and comes to help him with this divine thought: "For if you choose to
save your life, you will lose it; and if you lose your life for My sake and for the sake of the Gospel, you will save
it." Yes, it is by losing something that we can gain more, or it's in suffering and sacrifice true joy and happiness
can be attained. We have many saints and great people who tell us this truth.

The man in charge of a concentration camp was checking the rows of prisoners and found some of them missing.
As a punishment, the officials sentenced ten people to die, and one among them sobbed with a choking voice, "My
poor children." The rest of the prisoners breathed a sigh of relief, but then something astounding happened. A man
came forward. Standing before the Captain, he said in a serene voice, "Will you allow me to die in place of one of
these condemned men?" The Captain looked at him in awe, remained silent for a moment and then asked, "Who
are you?" The man replied, I am Father Maximilian Kolbe, a catholic priest." The Captain asked, "In whose place
are you volunteering to die?" Pointing to the man who had exclaimed, "My poor children,” Father Kolbe replied,
"In his place." There was a moment of silence. Everyone stared blankly. The priest remained serene. Two weeks
later, he was found sitting on the ground with his head resting on his hands, and there was a glow in his face. He
appeared asleep. He had been locked up with the other men sentenced to die, and deprived of all food and drink.
He gave his own life for that prisoner. Today, the Church honors Father Maximilian Kolbe as a saint.

We can derive true joy and happiness by sacrificing our own will to the will of God and carrying the daily crosses
of our own lives, denying worldliness and accepting Christ. The lesson for us today is: We must give ourselves to
God. For this, we have to set aside our own egos and give priority to God's will, always saying "Yes" to God. It is
out of love for us, and for our own sake, that Jesus carried the cross. Therefore, we need to carry our own crosses
out of love for Jesus. Eternal life is found in God alone, and it can be attained only by denying worldliness and
accepting Christ. Pray today that we that we may take these lessons seriously in our lives and attain the eternal
life promised to us by Jesus.

God bless you,

Fr. John



CHRISTIAN FORMATION

There will be NO RELIGION CLASSES for K-8 from
September gth-11th.

Feast on the Levee Fundraiser

Feast on the Levee
Sunday, October 20th
Masses at 7:30am & 10:00am

Please join us for live music, delicious food, a silent
auction, bingo, children’s games and inflatables, a
sweet shop, and a parade of prizes.

Breakfast at 8:00am. Food Booths open at 11:00am.

Live entertainment provided by:
The John Foster Band
Rhodes & Mauer Band

That 70’s Band of Louisiana

The Fun Run, 20 Mile Bike Ride and 5K will be held
on Saturday, October 19th.

Vocations

Can you follow Jesus in a simplistic
way of life and take the vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience? Can
you discover that life as a priest,
deacon, brother or sister? If so, talk to
your priest or reach out to Father Josh
Johnson at the Vocations Office
at 225-336-8778 or email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/vocations

The Catholic Daughters
will host a Rosary in
honor of Our Lady of
Fatima after 11:00am
Mass at the Grotto on

Sunday, October 13th.
All are welcome!

Our Church Office Hours will change by the end of
this month. You will be able to drop any
contributions through the mail slot located on the
back door of the Church Office.

Our new Church Office Hours will be as follows:
Monday through Thursday 8:30am-1:30pm
Closed on Fridays

Please welcome these
children to our faith
community who were
baptized on September 6th:

WTIETHEN

Ruston Paul Naquin
and
Hayes Anthony Naquin

IN THE NAM'E"O_F THE
Father 0 Sow 0 Holy Spirit

\ sons of Clay & Allison Naquin
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You can register for Bridge, Bouree, Poker, Canasta,
Hand & Foot, Sequence, or any other board game.
You can obtain a registration form in the Church
Office or from the back of Church. Lunch will be
provided. Please contact Betty Cain, 225-776-1160, or
Stacy Gauthreaux, 225-439-2282, with any questions.
All proceeds benefit our Church.

The Sanctuary
Candle burns in
memory of the Living
& Deceased Members
of CDA Court #2079.

Prayers and Sympathy are
extended to the families of
Hudson Allen Tassin, Floyce

Landry, Nancy Normand
Cazes, and Janice Tassin
upon their deaths.

Stewardship of Finance

Total Collection for September 1st: $17,993.00
August Building & Maintenance Fund: $9,578.00

Thank you for your kindness and generosity!

Zi Thrift Dat
at 7:30am

September 19 & 26
October 10 & 24
November 7 & 21

m@d,&
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You can reach them at
225-506-8622.
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He summoned the crowd with
his disciples and said to them,

“"Whoever wishes to come
after me must deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow

me. For whoever wishes to

save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my
sake and that of the gospel

will save it.” - Mk 8:34-35

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Readings for the week of September 15, 2024

Sunday: Is 50:4c-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
(9)/Jas 2:14-18/Mk 8:27-35

Monday: 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9,
10, 17/Lk 7:1-10

Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3,
4,5/Lk 7:11-17

Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31—13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12
and 22/Lk 7:31-35

Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17,
28/Lk 7:36-50

Friday: 1 Cor 15:12-20/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18,
19-20/Lk 8:1-3

Saturday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/

Mt 9:9-13
Next Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 (6b)/
Jas 3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37

Job Opening at the Catholic Life Center for a Human
Resource Information System Specialist
This Specialist supports the diocesan-wide HRIS to
provide service and support to all administrators. For
more information, please visit: diobr.org/employment-
opportunities

Household Hazardous

Materials Collection Day
Saturday, October 26th
8:00am-12:00pm

g Alexander Park at
eallapll 250 Elaine Street, Brusly

Go to: wbrcouncil.org for
a list of acceptable items.

)
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KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL ATFILIATE

Raffle Tickets
Please place your raffle ticket
stubs and money in the
provided envelope, in the
black lock box located in the
back of Church after all
weekend Masses. During the
week, therafflelockbox £
will be located in the
Church Office.

Retrouvaille Weekend
October 4th-6th
Retrouvaille is a marriage program
dedicated to helping struggling
married couples reconnect, rebuild
and restore their relationship. To
sign-up, please contact
Randall & Robin Bellard,
225-271-4092, Oor
go to: Helpourmarriage.org

Bookkeeper Position available at our Church
Part-time, 15-20 hours per week, experience
required, flexible hours. Duties include accounting,
payroll, financial reports, general checking, employee
records, human resources, emergency assistance,
accounts receivable and payable, inventory, contracts
& licenses. Please send your resume to:
Imire@sjbbrusly.com

FORMED.org:
Best Catholic Content all in one place: Movies,
Programs, E-books, Talks, Prayers and Guides

For an account: Click sign-up; Select “I belong to a
Parish or organization”; Find your parish by
zipcode; Enter your email; and you are in!

5K/Fun Run/Bike Ride

Saturday, October 19th

20 Mile Bike Ride begins at 8:00am
Fun Run and 5K begin at 9:30am

Race Day registration available.

CAUTION: Please be mindful of the construction
for the additional storage to the Activity Center.
For your safety, please do not cross the
barriers or remove the fencing.



