
 

 

 
OFFICE: 225-749-2189  

WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil .................................................................................. 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday ................................................................... 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ................................................... 8:00 a.m. 
Friday ........................................... 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m. 
First Saturday of the month only...................................................... 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday .................................................................................. 3:30–4:15 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ……………..7:40 a.m. or by appointment 
 
 

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Arun John, IMS  ........................................................................... Pastor 
Dana Babin …………………………………………………….. Bookkeeper 
Candice Breaux ………………………………………Youth Group Minister 
June Hebert ……………………………….. Director of Religious Education 
Sara Hernandez …………………………………………………….Janitorial 
Jayne Jason …………………………………………………Child Protection 
Layne Mire ………………………………………………….Parish Secretary 
Lil Stutes ………………………………………………….Mother’s Day Out 
Celeste Veillon ……………………………………………….Music Director 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday–Thursday 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Office closed for lunch 12:00–1:00 p.m. 

BAPTISM 
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also 
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the 

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday.  Parents should 
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation 
program, preferably early in pregnancy.  Parents are 

encouraged to register in the parish and actively  
practice their faith. 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

Inquiries:  Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269. 
 

MARRIAGE 

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to  
proposed wedding date. Preparation program  

is required. Couples should be actively  
practicing their faith. 

 

CARE OF THE SICK 
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible. 

Communion calls to homebound weekly by request. 
Please notify the office if someone is homebound. 

 

CHRISTIAN BURIAL 
Family should contact the Pastor to begin  

funeral arrangements. 
For Cemetery information, please call  

Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333. 
 

PRAYER LINE 
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
If Jesus had to take an exam in school today, He would not pass. He never answers a 
question directly. Some people are like that. When asked, “How are you?” and they 
respond, “Thank you for asking.” This is not an answer. In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
was asked whether it was lawful to pay taxes to the emperor or not. A simple “yes” 
or “no” would have answered the question. Instead, Jesus made his adversaries show 
him a Roman coin and demanded that they reach their own conclusion. Of course, 
Jesus had a good reason for not giving a direct answer since his questioners were not 
sincere and their intentions were to trap him. If he were to answer, “Yes, it is lawful 
to pay the tax,” the Pharisees would have accused him of betraying his own Jewish 
countrymen. On the other hand, a “no” could have exposed him to be arrested by the 
Romans. The surprise is not that Jesus told them to give Caesar what is Caesar’s, but 
rather Jesus added, “But give to God what is God’s.” As far as the Pharisees were 
concerned, telling them to give God what belonged to Him was not only  
superfluous, it was an outright insult.  Jesus’ intention in saying that was to  
challenge them, and not to insult them. There was no doubt that they would pay  
taxes to the emperor, because the Romans would get it by force, if necessary. God 
does not force us to do anything; He looks for service which is freely given. Above all, 
He asks for genuine and unselfish love, as He loves us. 
 
What is the challenge for us? Do we give to God what belongs to God? Look at the 
way St. Paul commends the people of Thessalonia, “We constantly thank God,  
calling to mind your work of faith, your labor of love, and endurance in the hope of 
our Lord Jesus Christ!” If we can be worthy of such commendation, then we are  
giving to God what belongs to Him. Works of faith could mean living in a way that 
people know “we are Christians”, that we take our religion seriously, and are willing 
to be a people who are different. Living our faith in this manner can draw others to 
our faith.  St. Paul also asks us to labor in love, which could be realized when we go 
out of our way to be kind to one another, or when we volunteer to visit the sick, or 
when we go shopping for shut-ins. Endurance of hope in Christ is a challenge. It is to 
live in such a way that our lives would not make sense if God did not exist, because 
we obviously are motivated by eternal values and not by values that are merely  
temporal.  Jesus felt no necessity in answering the question of the Pharisees.  We 
should be eager and willing to respond a fervent “YES”, when He asks, “Will you 
give to God what belongs to God?” 
 
 A touching story is told of a British missionary priest who lived in a remote part of 
Tanzania. He lived alone, a single white man among his African flock, speaking their 
language. One day a British government official arrived on a tour of the area. The 
Tanzanian children ran out to welcome the visitor. They entertained the official by 
clapping, singing and dancing. After the official left, the children excitedly told the 
missionary priest, "We saw a white man! We saw a white man!" Some of the  
children said that the visitor was the first foreigner they had ever seen. The priest 
was amazed and exclaimed, "But I'm a white man and a foreigner, and I've been  
living here with you all these years." One of the children responded, "You're not a 
white man; you're Jesus, you are our Father." The readings of this weekend remind 
all of us to live a transparent Christian life, as lived by the missionary, radiating the 
real presence of Jesus within and around us. Let us pray that God gives us the  
needed grace to live a life that is transparent, radiating the presence of Jesus in and 
around us.  
 
God Bless You, 
 
Father John 
 



 

 

The Sanctuary Candle 
burns in memory of  

the deceased members of 
the Clement,  

Schexnaildre, McDaniel 
& Rodriguez families. 

Sympathy and prayers 
are extended to the 

family of  
Rosie Vasquez  

Hernandez 
upon her death. 

Stewardship of Finance 
 

Total Collection for October 8th:        $8,560.00 
Maintenance & Building Fund:           $5,917.00 
Total Collection for October 15th:     $11,488.33 

 



 

 

Household Hazardous  

Materials Collection Day 

Saturday, October 28th 

8:00am-12:00pm 

Alexander Park at 250 Elaine 

Street, Brusly 

Go to: wbrcouncil.org for a list 

of acceptable items. 

Readings for the week of October 22, 2023 
Sunday:  Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 (7b)/ 
  1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21  
Monday: Rom 4:20-25/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/ 
  Lk 12:13-21  
Tuesday: Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 
  10, 17/Lk 12:35-38 
Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8/Lk 12:39-48  
Thursday: Rom 6:19-23/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 12:49-53 
Friday:  Rom 7:18-25a/Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94/ 
  Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk 6:12-16  
Next Sunday: Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 (2)/ 
  1 Thes 1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40 

Volunteers Needed 
The Altar Society needs Leaders to clean the 
Church for the months of March and August.  

If you can help in this ministry, please contact 
Carolyn Bourgeois, 225-776-3325. 


