October 27, 2024
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... o Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..o.oivitieiie e Bookkeeper
Christel DUpOnt ......oovvvuiiiiiiei e Receptionist
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ...........ooevuiiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovoriniiiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StUtes ..o Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

Yolume 56, No. 43

ad) P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



We are not
asked merely to call
ourselves Christians;

we are asked

to be Christians
through our deeds.

St. lgnatius of Antioch

Dear Parishioners,

We all wish to have good health. We all like to live happily, free from sickness and ills of old age. We often have
the fear of losing what we have, above all, our good health. In spite of all medical progress and technical
development, we know that anyone can become sick, old and die. The very sight of sick and elderly people
reminds us of our own helplessness and impending death. In today's first reading and the Gospel, we hear about
God's intervention in the helpless situations of human beings, especially the unfortunates of society: the blind,
lame and those who are in pain. The blind Bartimaeus, in today's Gospel, is an example that illustrates our
helplessness. Jesus could have easily said, "Mind your own business. I have no time now," and ignored him.
Instead, Jesus sees his need and extends His helping hand. The blind Bartimaeus knew that by himself he was
helpless. In his feeling of hopelessness and helplessness, he hears of Jesus of Nazareth, and expresses his faith in
him, "Jesus have mercy on me." Neither the crowd, nor the threat of the disciples, could stop Bartimaeus in
expressing his faith in Jesus. In Bartimaeus, we have a model of unshakable faith. It is this faith that compels
Jesus to call Bartimaeus to himself, and as we see, his faith was rewarded. He was freed from the world of
darkness.

And the moment he received his sight, he follows Jesus. It was because he could see so much more than the
material world. He could now see the wonders God had worked. He sees God's hand, and the mystery of God's
love in everyday events and in all created things. Just having physical sight is not a guarantee for spiritual sight. In
spite of having sight, many are unable to see beyond their physical experience of things. This is how modern-day
society is characterized by so many blind people. For example, there are people who take the discoveries of
science as truth, and refuse to accept any principles beyond them. Today's Gospel is inviting us to see beyond the
physicality of things. This seeing is more than admiring sights that surround us, it is getting a grasp of a bigger
picture. It is the ability to see God working in people's lives, to see Jesus drawing people into His love, to see the
Holy Spirit softening hardened hearts through conversion. This is the sight Jesus is referring to in today's Gospel
passage. It is good to ask ourselves if we are blind? Are we able to see beyond the physical appearance of things?
Are we able to see God's hand in our lives? Is God working in us in our day-to-day activities? A spiritual master
once said, “When you look at a tree and see a tree, you have really not seen the tree. When you look at a tree and
see a miracle, then, at last you have seen a tree.”

To be able to see love and wisdom, the might and majesty of God in every created thing, we need to have our eyes
of faith open. If they are shut, then we are spiritually blind. A beautiful story of spiritual awareness is told of
Cardinal Faulhber, the renowned Archbishop of Munich. One day he was visiting a home for blind soldiers. He
walked through their home and cheered them up. He encouraged them and blessed them. As he came to one blind
soldier, he heard him praying, “Lord, I beg you not to take away from me the light of my eyes, but if it is your
will, at least leave the light of my mind, but if it your will that I be deprived of that, leave me at least the light of
my faith.” The Cardinal stopped and asked the solider where he had learned this beautiful prayer. The man

replied that he had learned it as a child and had never forgotten it. Certainly, the loss of one’s sight is a tragic
affliction, but the loss of one’s faith is a greater one. Although we receive the eyes of faith at our Baptism, they
grow dimmer as we get older. The only person who can open them, if we allow Him to, is Jesus Christ. Therefore,
it is good to examine our lives to see if we are losing our eyes of faith. If so, let us pray to the Lord in the words of
Bartimaeus, “Master, let me receive my sight” (Mk 10: 51).

God Bless You,

Fr. John



n n n Congratulations to all of our Feast on

the Levee Winners!
THANKS to Pat Blanchard and her group for
cleaning the Church in October. Please contact Jackie

Super Raffle Winners
1st Prize of $4,000: Mike Borruano
Morain, 337-945-4773, to help during November.

2nd Prize of $1,000: Donald Toups
3rd Prize of $500: John Berthelot
THANKS to Josie Theriot and her team for the

Bereavement meals in October. Please contact Terry &

Raffle Winners
Steve Guidry, 225-413-5418, to assist in November.

1st Prize of $1,000: Darrell Comeaux
2nd Prize of $500: Mike Chustz
3rd Prize of $250 Benedetto’s/Hubben’s

gift card: Karen Safford
The SanCtMTy Candle 4th Prize of $250 Benedetto’s/Hubben’s
burns in memory of gift card: Brandon Hoffman
h Pri f : Davi 11
Bo 55’_‘] Du}my. 5th Prize of $100: David Corde
Prayers and Sympathy are One Mile Fun Run
extended to the family of 1st Place: Evan Prejean
enae e yo 2nd: Grant Hernandez
Kitty Barbay Bergeron :
X NOVEMBER 15T — & \ 5K Run
upon her death o 1st Place Tie: Larry Cain &
Horace Crochet
Masses for All Saints Day 3rd Place: Theresa Crowe

Friday, November 1st at 8:00am

and 6:00pm 20 Mile Bike Ride ’ -
1st Place: “Fast Dan” Jason "\<’i
Mass for All Souls Day 2nd Place: Greg Bourque ,@!' %),

Sl s A .- : Saturday, November 2nd 3rd Place: Tom Bradley
ALL SAINTS L S 10:00am with the distribution of Crosses

to Families

BBQ Cook Off Winners
Saturday, November 2nd: 11:00am
Blessing of the Graves at the Church _Chicken
Cemetery 1st Place: Troxclair
44 2nd Place: Catlett
There will be NO all night Eucharistic Ribs

A”. SﬂUlS DAY Adoration on Friday, November 1st. 1st Place: Vincent

2nd Place: Troxclair

)

The 2025 Books for Mass
Iwntentions and the Sanctuary Candle
will be open for the memories of vour

Brisket
1st Place: Catlett
2nd Place: Troxclair

deceased loved ones on Pulled Pork
1st Place: Vincent
November 4+, 2nd Place: Troxclair
. . Overall
Stewggﬁ)‘;‘é’r(}gl:ﬁnance @ | 1st Place: Troxclair
: 2nd Place: Vincent
198 identified givers: $12,143.83 i
Loose Collection: + $787.00
Total Collection: $12,930.83 A Huge Thank You to our Feast on
the Levee Committee for an
We will take up a collection for the victims of ‘;,:;tSt;.“Himgli’y ent! (Iit was a day O,f
Hurricanes Helene & Milton this weekend. Please n, IeXowshilp, an comm}mlty.
. . A The food, music and entertainment
continue to pray for these people and their families.

were fantastic! We appreciate all
your time and hard work!

The Catholic Charities of the Diocese will host a one-day
drive on Monday, October 28th from 9:00am-6:00pm
for Hurricanes Helene & Milton at the Catholic Life
Center. These items will be accepted: $25 Visa gift
cards, adult diapers, feminine hygiene products and
cleaning supplies. These items will be delivered to the
affected areas. Thank you for your help!




See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God. — 1john3ia

Readings for the week of October 27, 2024

Sunday: Jer 31:7-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 (3)/
Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-52

Monday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk 6:12-16

Tuesday: Eph 5:21-33/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/
Lk 13:18-21

Wednesday: Eph 6:1-9/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd
-14/Lk 13:22-30

Thursday: Eph 6:10-20/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/
Lk 13:31-35

Friday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab,
5-6/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a

Saturday: Wis 4:7-14/Ps 25:6, and 7b, 17-18,

20-21/Rom 5:17-21/Mt 11:25-30
Next Sunday: Dt 6:2-6/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 (2)/
Heb 7:23-28/Mk 12:28b-34

Organizations
The Catholic Daughters will meet in the Activity Center
at 7:00pm on Thursday, November 7th.

Knights of Columbus:
Meeting at 6:00pm in the Activity Center on Thursday,
November 7th
Donuts after 7:30am Mass, November 3rd, in the
Activity Center
Pro-Life Rosary at 4:00pm on Saturday, November 16th

ON THE
e S ROAD

Senior Spirit of the W.B.R. Parks and Recreation have
organized a bus trip to Kentucky from March 24th-28th,
2025. This trip includes tours of Churchill Downs, the Ark

Encounter, Creation Museum, and Woodford Reserve
Bourbon Distillery. For costs, itinerary, and information,

please contact Paige Currie at 225-215-5290.
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Our Veteran’s Mass -~
willbe heldat LN HONOR

11:00am on Sunday, m

November 17th. HEROES

Our next Baptism
Seminar is Wednesday,
November 13th at 6:00pm in
Christian Formation Room
o 0 One. Please call the Church
O Office to register.

The Catholic Daughters i M o NTH

will host a Rosary in
honor of Our Lady of
The Miraculous Medal OF THE
at the Grotto at 5:00pm
on Thursday, November
21st. All are welcome!

Magnificat’s Mother, Daughter & Granddaughter
Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, November 2nd, from 9:00am-12:00pm
Oak Lodge Reception Center, Baton Rouge
Guest speaker: Kathleen Lee Higgins
To register online: MagnificatNov2024.Eventbrite.com or
contact Dianne Lencse, 225-235-3021

Black Catholic History Mass
Saturday, November 2nd at 11:30am
Sacred Heart Church, Baton Rouge
Bishop Duca and Father Anthony Bozeman will
celebrate this Mass.

Vocations

Are you being called to spread the
Gospel? If you wish to serve the Lord as
a deacon, priest, sister or brother, please
talk to your priest or reach out to Father

Josh Johnson at the Vocations Office at
225-336-8778 or email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org

or visit: www.diobr.org/vocations

Please be aware of any
messages that you may
get via text or email from
Father John can be a
SCAM. The scammers
request donations, credit
cards and gift cards.



