October 13, 2024
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... o Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..o.oivitieiie e Bookkeeper
Christel DUpOnt ......oovvvuiiiiiiei e Receptionist
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ...........ooevuiiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovoriniiiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StUtes ..o Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

Yolume 56, No. 41

ad) P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

Some of the common questions asked are: Will I reach heaven? What should I do to gain eternal life? What will
happen to the rich? The Gospel gives us some answers to these questions. In the Gospel, we see the rich man who
apparently wanted to become perfect and attain eternal life. He asks Jesus one of the above questions: “What
should I do to inherit the kingdom of God?” He declared that he had kept all the commandments, which was
necessary to inherit the kingdom. Jesus asked for more sacrifices, he asked the man to renounce everything he had
and then follow Him. Since the man was rich, it was difficult for him to follow Jesus' command, so he goes away
disappointed. What we see here is that this man did well in everything, but found it so hard when it came to
renounce his wealth in order to collect "treasures" in heaven. So, the question is, can someone who is rich enter
God's kingdom?

Let us look carefully at Jesus’ words in today's Gospel, "How hard is it for those who have riches to enter the
kingdom of God?” What does Jesus mean by it? We notice that Jesus doesn’t say that the rich will NOT enter the
Kingdom of God, but rather He said, it is hard for the rich to inherit God's kingdom. Why is it hard? From our
own experience as human beings, we know, like the man in the Gospel, it's hard for us to give up or renounce
what we call our own, especially when it comes to money and other material things. We often consider these
things as most attractive, important and indispensable. For Jesus, only when we are willing to renounce these
things, or willing to give up what we feel essential and attractive, can we experience life. We have no other way
out if we want to be the disciples of Jesus. We cannot ensure we are part of the Kingdom of God merely by some
ritualistic behavior, like Sunday Mass attendance, going to Novenas, or by fasting and abstinence. What we are
told by Jesus is that one cannot be part of the Kingdom of God unless one gets out of the trap of hungering for
riches, power and status. The consumerist culture in which we live does not help us either. We get caught up in
wanting the latest models of cell phones, television sets, cars, etc. Jesus was right when He said that it's hard for
the rich to enter into God's kingdom.

Therefore, it will be wrong to say that riches are bad, or it is evil to possess money or material things. It is our
greed and ambition that can distract us and lead us to sin. There have been kings and rich people who were
pleasing in the eyes of God. For example, Solomon, though he was rich, prayed to God for more wisdom, rather
than wealth. He prayed for the wisdom to know God and to love Him more than anything else. The rich man in
today’s Gospel, on the other hand, considered his wealth more important than the knowledge or love of God.
Therefore, he was unable to part with his wealth. According to Jesus, it's not wealth, but one's wrong attitude and
undue attachment to his or her wealth that makes it hard for the rich to enter God's kingdom. When we are not
attached to our possessions, then it's easy for us to give those up when demanded. The great Buddhist, Saint
Nagarjuna, went around naked, except for a loin and a golden begging bowl gifted to him by the king, who was
his disciple. One night he was about to lie down to sleep among the ruins of an ancient monastery, when he
noticed a thief lurking behind one of the columns. "Here, take this," said Saint Nagarjuna, holding out the begging
bowl, "That way you won't disturb me once I have fallen asleep." The thief eagerly grabbed the bowl and ran off,
only to return the next morning with the bowl, and a request. He said, "When you gave away this bowl so freely
last night, you made me feel very poor. Teach me how to acquire the riches that makes this kind of light-hearted
detachment possible." That kind of detachment is only possible when we are able to rely not on money or material
things, but on God. Material things are only a means to make our lives comfortable. Jesus invites all of us to
follow him. Let us examine ourselves today. Is there anything that hinders us from following Jesus? Pray that we
are ready and willing to renounce all that hinders us from following Jesus.

God Bless You,

Fr. John



Christian Formation

There will be no Religion Classes for
grades K-8 from October 21st-23rd.

Prayers and Sympathy
are extended to the
family of
Jerry Landry, Sr.
upon his death.

The Sanctuary
Candle burns in
memory of
L. J. LeBlanc.

Masses for All Saints Day
Friday, November 1st at

ALL [ o 8:00am and 6:00pm
P )
SA I N T S Mass for All Souls Day
DY N Saturday, November 2nd

10:00am with the distribution
of Crosses to Families

11:00am Blessing of the
Graves at the Church
Cemetery

There will be NO all night
Eucharistic Adoration on
Friday, November 1st.

Vocations
It’s Deacon Sunday. Please pray ?:
for those men who serve as .
Deacons. If you wish to serve the i
Lord as a Deacon, priest, sister or [ ‘g‘&‘, \
brother, please talk to your priest ‘584
or reach out to Father Josh o s
Johnson at the Vocations Office at 17 A0
225-336-8778 or email him: 5
jjohnson@diobr.org

or visit: www.diobr.org/vocations

Stewardship of Finance
September 29th:
157 identified givers: $7,901.00
Loose Collection: + $773.00
Total Collection: $8,674.00

September Building & Maintenance Fund: $7,855.00

Thank you for your generosity!

Letus run with endurance the race that is set
before us (Hebrews 12:1)
Race location:

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
_ 402 S. Kirkland St.
Brusly, La 70719
-0954 withrguestions
hn the Baptist Catholic Church
o register

Text 22
All proceeds go

Feast on the Leveg

Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church
Sunday, October 20, 2024 * 11:00 AM - 7:00
Masses at 7:30 AM & 10:00 AM

" 5K/Fun Run/Bike Ride
Breakfast 8:00 AM 20 Mile Bike Ride begins at 8:00 AM
Cinnamon Rolls, Coffee, Fun Run and 5K begin at 9:30 AM
Juice and Milk

Race Day Registration Available

Food Booths Open
11:00 AM

Cajun Food Fest ‘ ‘ Saturday, October 19
-~

Silent Auction
Parade of Prizes
Kids’ Games - Inflatables
Raffles = Bingo
Sweet Shop

South Louisiana Cuisine
Favorites
plus Bar-b-que, Hamburgers,
Fried Turkey and more!

The John
Foster
Band ¢

&> Wl 00
‘l . That 70's Band of Louisiana -

Cash Only Event
402 S. Kirkland DR on the River Road in Brusly, LA

For more information contact S$t. John the Baptist Catholic Church
225-749-2189 - sjb-brusly.com
Rain or Shine - join us for a fun filled day! No ouiside ice chests!

TR T SREY il N oo
LN NSEERY A T
Volunteers are needed for Feast on the Levee
set-up and take-down!
Please come and help out for set-up at 8:00am on
Thursday, October 17th and for take-down at 8:00am

on Monday, October 21st.
We would really appreciate your time!

Rhodes and
Mauer

Live Erlferfah‘lmenf

-

n vee T-Shi r Sal

Committee Members of the Feast on the Levee
will sell Feast T-Shirts after all Masses on the
weekend of October 12th & 13th.
Please plan to get yours!




28" SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

They were exceedingly

astonished and said among
themselves, “Then who can be
saved?” Jesus looked at them
and said, “For human beings it
is impossible, but not for God.
All things are possible for
God.” - Mk 10:26-27

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Il

Readings for the week of October 13, 2024

Sunday: Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17
(14)/Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27
Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1/Ps 113:1b-2,
3-4, 5a and 6-7/Lk 11:29-32
Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6/Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48/
Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday:  Gal 5:18-25/Ps 1:1-2, 3 and 6/Lk 11:42-46
Thursday: Eph 1:1-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/
Lk 11:47-54
Friday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/
Lk 10:1-9
Saturday: Eph 1:15-23/Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7/
Lk 12:8-12
Next Sunday: Is 53:10-11/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22, (22)/

Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45

Prayer for Hurricane Season

Our Father in Heaven, through the
intercession of Our Lady of Prompt
Succor, spare us during this hurricane
season from all harm. Protect us and
our homes from all disasters of nature.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to
help us. Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
/., Zippers Thrift
— Dates at 7:30am
October 24
= November 7 & 21
- /// December 5 & 19

Household Hazardous
Materials Collection Day (%éep
Saturday, October 26th
8:00am-12:00pm B
Alexander Park at
250 Elaine Street, Brusly
Go to: wbrcouncil.org for a
list of acceptable items.

Houge
eauliful

"YW Tove Where ‘We lioe”

KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL ATFILIATE

St John the Baptist Parish Council Members 2024-2025
Christian Benoit
Grayson Brewer, Vice Chairman
Chris Buckle
Christie Chapman, Secretary
Justin Clouatre
Horace Crochet, Chairman
Janice Hebert
Fr. Arun John, IMS
Joey Normand
Maggie Prejean
Mike Prejean
Edana Robnett
Derek Scott

St. John the Baptist Parish
Finance Committee Members
Betty Cain
Carolyn Dupuy
Father Arun John
Drew Maciasz
Laurie Moreau
Arron Pierre
Danny Rabalais
David Toups

Maintenance Committee
Richard Dugas
Joey Normand
Danny Rabalais

Nat Smith
Gary Tullier

.  Office of Vocations Quo Vadis Retreat

P for Boys in 5th-8th Grades
October 25th-27th

Camp Abbey, Covington

T { Fathers are encouraged to
attend the retreat with their sons.

: Please contact Luke Zumo,
lamnnenis - Jukezumo@gmail.com, to obtain more
e 44 information. Please regisher at: bit.ly/

QuoVadis2023 or use the QR code on
~~~~~~~~~ the fiyer in the back of Church.

Children’s Choir Practice
Monday, October 28th
at 5:00pm

-CHOIR PRACTICE-

Senior Spirit of the W.B.R. Parks and Recreation have
organized a bus trip to Kentucky from March 24th-28th,
2025. This trip includes tours of Churchill Downs, the Ark

Encounter, Creation Museum, and Woodford Reserve
Bourbon Distillery. For costs, itinerary, and information,

please contact Paige Currie at 225-215-5290.




