November 3, 2024

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Yolume 56, No. 44

St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road)

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... o Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..o.oivitieiie e Bookkeeper
Christel DUpOnt ......oovvvuiiiiiiei e Receptionist
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ...........ooevuiiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovoriniiiii e Parish Secretary
Lil STUtes ..o Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

P. O. Box 248, ’Bms[y, Louisiana 70719

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



AWARENESS WEEK

Dear Parishioners,

Today's readings present the fundamental laws of Christian Life. They are: "You must love your God with your
whole heart, and your neighbor as yourself." There is no greater commandment than this. I am sure that all of us
would say "Amen" or "Yes" to it. But how many of us really understand what love is, and mean it when we say
that we do have love in our hearts. There is no word more misunderstood and misinterpreted than the word “love.’
We interpret or misinterpret love according to our own conveniences. Whether it's loving God or neighbor, it's all
right as long as it's our way. There is a story of a little boy who was heartbroken to find his pet turtle lying on its
back, beside the pond, lifeless and still. His father did his best to console him, "Don't cry my son. We will arrange
a lovely funeral for Mr. Turtle. We will make a little coffin all lined in silk and get the undertaker to make a
headstone for his grave, with Mr. Turtle's name carved on it. Then we will have fresh flowers placed on the grave
each day and make a picket fence to go all around it." The little boy dried up his eyes and became enthusiastic
about the project. When all was ready the cortege was formed with father, mother, maid, child, and the chief
mourner. They began to move solemnly towards the pond to bring in the body; but the body had vanished.
Suddenly they spied Mr. Turtle emerging from the depths of the pond and swimming around merrily. The little
boy stared at his friend in bitter disappointment, then said, "Let's kill him."
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Our love is often self-centered rather than centered around others. If it serves our purpose, we don't mind loving
someone or God. As long as everything goes as we want, then it's easy for us to love God with our whole hearts.
If its to our advantage, we can love others. Is it true love? Most of you are going to cast your vote in the
presidential election, revies the issues that the candidates stand for. We are all called to love life and not to take
anyone's life, because God is the author or the owner of life, and therefore only God has the right to take life
away. Whether it's the abortion issue or capital punishment, both are issues that are related to the destruction of
life. It is not in our capacity to take away life, as God is the owner of life. There is only a couple of days left for
the election, and we see that while one party is trying to justify their candidate who supports abortion, the others
try to justify capital punishment. Where do we stand? Where is our love for human life? Where is our respect for
God who is the owner of life? It's good to reflect on what you really believe in, and choose a candidate who
supports what you believe, or at least choose the lesser evil, as you cast your vote. Otherwise, our belief is not
firm and strong. As Christians we have a duty and responsibility to protect the life of every individual. So make
this election become an occasion for you to witness your faith.

My point here is that our love is often self-centered, and we need to turn this into love for others. Only then, will
we be able to follow the command of Jesus to love God with our whole heart, and our neighbor as we love
ourselves. St. Augustine said, “Love and then do whatever you want.” Some may imagine that this statement
could lead to licentiousness, immorality and chaos. This, however, is not likely to happen. For when we truly love
God and neighbor, we will be totally for the other in a loyal, respectful and non-manipulative relationship, always
seeking the good of others. However, love of God and our neighbor is the greatest challenge of our times. The
Eucharist is the highest expression of God's love for man. By sharing the Body and Blood of Jesus, we become
one with God and one another. Therein, we have the pledge of eternal life. Pray today that our love of God and
our neighbor be genuine and sincere, and in our love for others, may we always see the good of others and be
mindful to love others as ourselves.

God Bless You,
Fr. John



CHRISTIAN FORMATION

There will be NO Religion Classes for K-8 from
November 25-27 for the Thanksgiving holiday.

I Vocations

Are you being called to serve the Lord
as a priest, deacon, sister or brother?
This life can be joy filled and comes with
great spiritual rewards. Please talk to
your priest or reach out to Father Josh
Johnson at the Vocations Office at
225-336-8778 or email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/vocations

The Sanctuary Candle
burns in memory of
Connor James Fry.

“THANK YOU!

Let’s all thank the members of our Feast on the Levee
Committee who planned a great day for us on October
20thl The Committee includes: Alena & Chuck Prejean,
Roxanne & Mark Loreno, Julie & Bob Bewick, Pam &
Colvin LeDoux, Linda & Bo Bres, Gary Tullier, Danielle
Peavy, Susan Schlecht, Josie Theriot, Mimi Clouatre, and
Viola & Eddie Guidry who stepped in for the Bewicks.

The results of their hard work and the support that you
gave, yielded approximately $63,000.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Children's Church: November 3rd & 17th at
9:00am & 11:00am Masses

Zipper's Thrift Shop Sales: November 7th & 21st,
beginning at 7:30am

Food Pantry distribution: November 11th at
8:30am at the Activity Center

Eucharistic P ion & Mass: November 24th at
10:00am, procession to follow

Thanksgiving Mass: November 28th @ 8:00am

~SACRAMENTS-

Please welcome this child to our
faith community who was
baptized on October 27th:

Madeleine Mary Grace Ramagos

son of Brian & Blair Ramagos

Our next Baptism
Seminar is Wednesday,
November 13th at 6:00pm in
Christian Formation Room
One. Please call the Church
Office to register.
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Our Veteran’s Mass
will be held at
11:00am on Sunday,
November 17th.
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- 4 Our Eucharistic Procession Mass
will be Sunday, November 24th
g at10:00am. The Procession will

immediately follow the Mass.

Masses for Sunday, November
" 24th will be at 7:30am & 10:00am.

The 2025 Books for Mass | N

Twtentions and +he Sanctuary '\\\” < / J‘" |
Candle will be open for the

memories of your deceased loved | |

ones on November 4th. /«,
7 &

Youth Group Meetings
The Youth Group will
gather from 4:30pm to
6:30pm in the Activity
Center on Sunday,
November 3rd and
December 15th.

|

Stewardship of Finance
October 20th:

121 identified givers: $5,669.00
Loose Collection: + $922.00
Total Collection: $6,591.00

World Mission Sunday: $878.00

Thanks for your generosity!



RININV NG
ORDINARY TIME

And when Jesus saw
that he answered with
understanding, he said to
him, “You are not far
from the kingdom of God.”
- Mk 12:34ab

Sunday: Dt 6:2-6/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 (2)/
Heb 7:23-28/Mk 12:28b-34

Monday: Phil 2:1-4/Ps 131:1bcde, 2, 3/Lk 14:
12-14

Tuesday: Phil 2:5-11/Ps 22:26b-27, 28-30ab, 30c,
31-32//Lk 14:15-24

Wednesday: Phil 2:12-18/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/
Lk 14:25-33

Thursday: Phil 3:3-8a/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/
Lk 15:1-10

Friday: Phil 3:17—4:1/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-
5/1k 16:1-8

Saturday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/

1 Cor 3:9¢c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22

Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10
(1b)/Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or
12:41-44

We are currently
collecting Christmas
Cards for the Prison

Ministry through

December 5th. Please
bring your Christmas
Cards to the Church

Office.

0 cbme, O' come, |
Emmanuel,
And ransom

captive Israel.

Red Stick Kiwanis Club Poinsettia Sal
The Red Stick Kiwanis Club Christmas
Poinsettia Sale begins now. These large
red 10 inch pots are $35.00 each and can
be ordered through November 25th. Forms are
available in the Church Office. These plants can be
ordered for your deceased loved ones and included
in our Church Christmas decorations.

Readings for the week of November 3, 2024

The Catholic Daughters
will host a Rosaryin |
honor of Our Lady of 1
The Miraculous Medal “n
at the Grotto at 5:00pm gy
on Thursday, November
21st. Please join in!
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PORPE PAUL WV

The Crosses for Families in
Memory of their deceased
loved ones will be handed
out on All Soul’s Day,
November 2nd. If you are
unable to attend Mass that
day, you may pick up your
Cross in the Church Office.

Please be aware of any
messages that you may
get via text or email from
Father John can be a
SCAM. The scammers
request donations, credit
cards and gift cards.
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SCAM.

STAY INFORMED

Please visit the Church website for posts, updates and
news: sjb-brusly.com

Please visit the Church facebook page for posts,

news, photos and videos:
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
LITURGICALMINISTRY ~, MHeregy,
VOLUNTEERS < In 9etting ™
ARE NEEDED! J& in 9
”\ voIVed? /(
We need more Liturgical

Ministers at the following Masses:

Altar Servers are needed at 4:30pm, 9:00am &
11:00am

Eucharistic Ministers are needed at 4:30pm & 9:00am
Ushers are needed at all Masses

Please call the Church Office to sign up. THANKS!

FORMED.org:
Best Catholic Content all in one place: Movies, Programs,
E-books, Talks, Prayers and Guides
For an account: Click sign-up; Select “I belong to a Parish
or organization”; Find your parish by zip code; Enter your
email; and you are in!



