November 17, 2024
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... o Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..o.oivitieiie e Bookkeeper
Christel DUpOnt ......oovvvuiiiiiiei e Receptionist
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ...........ooevuiiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovoriniiiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StUtes ..o Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

Yolume 56, No. 46

ad) P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

When we hear about natural catastrophes like earthquakes and man-made calamities like wars, we are likely to think of the
end of the world. There are some sectarians who will come up with slogans like: "The Last Day"or "The Day of Judgment"
is on such and such a day. I am sure that many of us would like to know the answer to this question, “When will the end of
the world be? What does Jesus say about the end of the world?” Jesus does not speak clearly about any signs that would
precede the end of the world. We know that neither speculations nor cosmic signs would satisfy the curious. However, the
Gospels give us a clear warning: “Watch, therefore, for no one knows when that day or hour would come, but God alone."
In other words, Jesus wants us to be vigilant for “The Day of Judgment,” since it can be at any time. This should give us a
motivation to be prepared by living each day as if this is our last day. We must always be willing and ready to accept that
moment when it comes. St. John Bosco in his early days, was asked while he was playing, "Suppose the angels announced
that the end of the world and the Last Judgment are going to be right here and now, what would you do?” Promptly he
replied, "I will continue to play." Which means that if we live our lives in accordance with God's will, then there is nothing
to fear, or there is no reason to panic, you will always be ready. That is what Jesus says, since we do not know the hour or
day or time when the end will come, we need to live our lives as if each day is the final day.

This is a story about a man who set out with a pilgrim's staff to find a certain saintly hermit to ask him a question. When he
found the hermit he asked, "If you had just one day to live, how would you spend that day?" The old hermit stroked his long
beard and answered, "Well, first I would say my morning prayers. Afterward, I might fix a little coffee and go out and weed
the garden. Then, I might go down the road to visit my neighbor John. Then I might take a nap." The man interrupted,
"Wait. That is the way you spend every day." "Of course," replied the hermit. "Why should the last day be any different
from the rest?" Is this not true? That if we live everyday as the Lord wants us to, then the last day need not be different from
the rest of the days.

A Sunday school teacher asked his class, “If [ sold my house and my car, and had a big garage sale and gave all the money
to the Church, would that get me into Heaven?” “No!” the children all answered. “If I cleaned the Church every day, mowed
the yard, and kept everything neat and tidy, would that get me into Heaven?”” Again, the answer was, “No!” Then, the
teacher asked, “Well then, if [ were kind to animals and gave candy to all the children, and loved my wife, would that get me
into Heaven?” Again, they all answered, “No!” The teacher then asked, “Well then, how can I get into Heaven?” A five-year
-old boy shouted, “YOU GOTTA BE DEAD!” Good insight for a five-year-old; don’t you think?

The truth is, not many of us want to even hear about death, or don’t want to accept death. When I was an Associate Pastor at
Our Lady of Mercy in Baton Rouge, I used to teach Eastern Meditation Classes to the people. In one of my classes I told
them that I was going to speak about death, and I was going to meditate upon my own death. Many in the class objected to
that. One of them got up and said, “I am not ready to do that. I think we have to meditate on life and not on death. We are
afraid to even think about death. We have to realize that whether we like it or not, we have to face death one day. The more
we think about it and meditate upon it, then that might help us to prepare ourselves for our own death. Death has been
pictured as something terrible. For those who die with sanctifying grace in their souls, death holds no fear. For those who
have been obedient to God’s laws, have shown love both to God and neighbor, death means passing into beautiful and
eternal mansions of heaven. Christ has told us that in my Father’s house there are many dwelling mansions for those who
love Him. Jesus is calling us today to live our lives in a manner where we are always ready when the Lord calls us. Pray for
that grace in today’s Holy Eucharist.

God Bless You,

Fr. John
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Our Eucharistic Procession
Mass will be Sunday,
November 24th at 10:00am.
The Procession will
immediately follow this Mass.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

There will be NO Religion Classes for K-8 from
November 25-27 for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Masses for Sunday, November
24th will be at 7:30am &

Please welcome this child to our faith community 10:00am.
who was baptized on November 10th:
Dalton Dale Davis Thanksgiving Mass %@K\
.. . Thursday, November q
son of Daron & Kristina Davis 28th at 8:00am PPy N
Please bring a non tgll, '

perishable food item to ®

donate to our Food Pantry L) W)
for their Christmas
distribution. |

The Sanctuary Candle
burns in memory of
Monica McDaniel.

Prayers and Sympathy are . ’
Laura Mae Tullier Murry December 1 & 15
upon her death.
Do you feel called to proclaim
. . God’s word in Children’s
T e aeeghters will Church? Opportunities are
_ honor of Our Lady of available during 9am and
' The Miraculous Medal at the ‘ 11am Masses. Vo!unteers are
' Grotto at 5:00pm on scheduled 5 or 6 times a year.
I
Thursday, November 21st. CHILORENSLITURGY  If interested, please contact
Jayne Jason at 225-749-3387

Please join in!

MDA oot com

Come join the Youth Group! e |

For Middle School & High Vocations
School Students Cherish the precious words of
the Lord. Can you share these
S“ﬁf}ﬁi’l ) ‘i):;f)f_’ggg‘l;gth words with others? If God is WITH
Activity Center calling you as a priest, deacon,
sister or brother, please talk to HEARTS
your priest or reach out to
) . Father Josh Johnson at the FIXED ON
Zi Sl'i Thl;lft_Sh° Sale Vocations Office at ‘
Dates at 7:30am 225-336-8778 or email him: | CHRIST
jjohnson@diobr.org e
November 21 or visit: www.diobr.org/ a
December 5 & 19 vocations 1

You can reach them at
Th2a2n§l;506-f8622' The Church Office will be closed
donag::lls ,:’J t5]'1°is“r . on November 28th & 29th for
the Thanksgiving holidays.

Ministry.
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“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away.” - k1331

Readlngs for the week of November 17, 2024

Sunday: Dn 12:1-3/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 (1)/
Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/
Lk 18:35-43

Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/
Lk 19:1-10

Wednesday:  Rv 4:1-11/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/
Lk 19:11-28

Thursday: Rv 5:1-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/
Lk 19:41-44

Friday: Rv 10:8-11/Ps 119:14, 24,72, 103, 111,
131/Lk 19:45-48

Saturday: Rv 11:4-12/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/
Lk 20:27-40

Next Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Ps 91:1, 1-2, 5 (1a)/Rv 1:5-8/
Jn 18:33b-37

We are currently
collecting Christmas Cards
for the Prison Ministry
through December 5th.
Please bring your
Christmas Cards to the
Church Office.

BLESSED

@uolmf

The Red Stick Kiwanis Club Christmas
Poinsettia Sale is underway. These
large red 10 inch pots are $35.00 each

and can be ordered through £
November 25th. Forms are available in the Church
Office. These plants can be ordered for your
deceased loved ones and included in our Church
Christmas decorations.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. o

Liturgical Mini hedul

Let’s all THANK Martha Dugas for her many years of
service and dedication in preparing the Liturgical
Minister’s Schedule each month. Mary Vince has

graciously volunteered to continue this Ministry in

preparing the monthly schedule. You can contact

her with any requests and questions via email:
Marykay.vince@gmail.com or by mobile phone,
225-572-8039. The Church Office will continue to
send out the monthly schedule to you. You may still
continue to send your schedule requests to the
Church Office.

LITURGICAL MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS
ARE NEEDED!

We need more Liturgical Ministers at the following
Masses:

Altar Servers are needed at 4:30pm, 9:00am &
11:00am

Bucharistic Ministers are needed at 4:30pm & 9:00am
Ushers are needed at all Masses

Women’s Retreat at St. John the Evangelist Church
Hall in Plaquemine
“Unwrap your gifts and find true Advent Peace” with
Gwen Hayes and the Holy Spirit
Saturday, December 14th from 10:30am-2:30pm
A light lunch will be provided.
To register, please call 225-687-2402.

The Diocese of Baton Rouge Black Catholics
Fall 2024 Sankofa Day of Reflection
Saturday, November 23rd
Immaculate Conception Church, 1565 Curtis Street
9:00am-3:00pm, Mass at 4:00pm
$20 per person, includes breakfast and lunch
To register: diobr.org/Sankofa
For more information, please contact Deacon Alfred
Adams: aadams@diobr.org

Aquinas Symposium, the Life and Legacy of St.
Thomas Aquinas

November 22nd & 23rd at Our Lady of Wisdom at the
University of Louisiana in Lafayette
To register: www.aquinaslafayette.org



