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402 S. KIRKLAND (RIVER ROAD) • P.O. BOX 248 BRUSLY, LA 70719
OFFICE: 225-749-2189 • FAX: 225-749-1921
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil .................................................................................. 4:30 p.m.
Sunday .................................................................... 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday ................................................... 8:00 a.m.
Friday .......................................... 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only ..................................................... 8:00 a.m.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday .................................................................................. 3:30–4:15 p.m.
Tuesday thru Friday ........................................... 7:40 a.m. or by appointment

PARISH STAFF
Very Rev. Matthew P. Lorrain ............................................................. Pastor
Sammy Collura ................................................................. Permanent Deacon
Carolyn Dupuy ............................................................................ Bookkeeper
Pat Durbin............................................................................. Parish Secretary
June Hebert ………………………………..Director of Religious Education
Karen Lemoine ............................................................... Christian Formation
Celeste Veillon ....................................................................... Music Director
Larry Durbin ............................................................. Maintenance Supervisor
Richard Rabalais ......................................................................... Maintenance

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Friday 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:30–1:30 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass. Also
celebrated during Mass on the Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should call the
office to enroll in our baptismal preparation program,
preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are encouraged
to register in the parish and actively practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries – Call the Parish Office

MARRIAGE
Contact the pastor at least 6 months prior to proposed
wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered immediately, if possible.
Communion calls to homebound and hospitals weekly
by request. Please notify the office if someone is
homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the pastor to
begin funeral arrangements.

PRAYER LINE
Call Judy Thousand, 749-9257 or the Parish office

" If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows
him. But you know him, because he remains with you, and will be in you." - Jn 14:15-17
Dear Parishioners,
As Catholics, we rejoice at the upcoming ordination of
two new priests and one new transitional deacon for
our Diocese next Saturday, May 27, at 10:00 a.m. at St.
Joseph Cathedral. The three being ordained are Deacon
Pat Broussard, originally from New Iberia but more
recently a member of Holy Family Parish, Deacon
Ryan Hallford, originally from Metairie but now a
member of Our Lady of Mercy Parish, and Mr. Tim
Grimes, a member of St. Joseph Cathedral Parish who
is one year behind the other two and will be ordained a
deacon.
The soon to be Father Ryan Hallford will celebrate his
First Mass at 4:00 p.m. that same day, May 27, at Our
Lady of Mercy Church, and Father Pat Broussard will
celebrate his First Mass at 11:30 a.m. on May 28 at
Holy Family Church. We are anxiously awaiting word
from Bishop Muench regarding their first parish assignments. Please continue your good prayers for more
vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated
religious life.
The Baton Rouge Diocese currently has 51 active and
21 retired Diocesan priests. In addition, there are 24
religious order priests and 71 permanent deacons attached to our Diocese. All of us together are responsible for providing pastoral care to 67 church parishes
and numerous hospitals, schools, retreat houses, and
prisons located throughout the Diocese. We are also
thankful for the presence and ministry of 73 religious
sisters and 17 religious brothers in our Diocese.
I thank Jerry Deshotel and his team of volunteers for
pressure washing the mausoleums in our cemetery.
Now that the crypts and sidewalks have been cleaned, I
ask for your cooperation in keeping the walkways clear
of flower vases and other mementoes. I know it’s natural to want to leave signs of affection by the graves of
loved ones, but our insurance company, Catholic Mutual, has asked that all vases be attached to the face of
the crypts rather than placed on the concrete walkway
for safety reasons.
The Parish Office will be closed on Wednesday of this
week while our parish staff works on the 2017-2018
church calendar. We usually travel to an off-site

location for our planning day and this year we will be
in Baton Rouge enjoying the hospitality of St. George
Parish. We will review all 52 weeks of the coming year
so that we can get an early start in preparing for the
many celebrations and events which occur in our parish each year.
Don’t forget to nominate one or more of your fellow
parishioners to serve on our Parish Pastoral Council.
The deadline for nominations is next Sunday, May 28,
and the forms may either be mailed to the church office or placed in the collection basket. The two new
members will then be chosen at the June 14 meeting of
the Council. They will serve three year terms beginning with the September 2017 meeting. This is the
main consultative body for our parish so please give
serious consideration to possible members.
In Christ,
Father Matt

MINISTRY APPRECIATION DINNER
Saturday, June 24th
Immediately following 4:30 pm Mass
In the Activity Center
Volunteers in all ministries are invited.
Hope to see you there!

STAFF PLANNING DAY
The Parish Office will be closed on
Wednesday, May 24, 2017.
We will be out of the parish focusing
on calendar for 2018.

Baptized here last weekend were Cazes James Plauche,
son of Clay & Hagen Plauche and Easton Robert
Bezet, son of Savannah Bezet. Congratulations to these
children and their families and welcome into our faith
community!
PRAYERS & SYMPATHY are extended
to Sue Gauthreaux and family upon the
death of her husband, Paul Joe and to the
family of Mrs. Pauline Cavaliere upon
her recent death. Please keep them in
your prayers.

The Parish Council will be holding its election at
their meeting on June 14th. If you or someone you
know is interested in serving on this committee,
please pick up a nomination sheet from the shelf in
the back of church and turn it in before May 28th.
RESTORE
Volunteers are needed this summer at the two Habitat for Humanity ReStore locations! There are many volunteer opportunities at ReStore: Customer Service, Preparing Donations for Display, Picking up Donations and
Office Support. The Habitat ReStore sells donated new
and gently used building supplies to the public at a greatly
reduced price. All proceeds help Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Baton Rouge build affordable homes with families
in need. Call Lonny at (225) 355-1895 or Kirsten at
(225) 408-0021 to volunteer.
CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN
COLLECTION NEXT WEEK
Please place special envelop in the regular collection.

STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCES
May 14, 2017
REGULAR:
200 Identified- - - - - - - - -$7,897.00
Loose Collection- - - - - - - 943.00
TOTAL- - - - - - - -$8,840.00
The Catholic Commentator—$840.00

A VOCATION VIEW
How firm is your foundation of faith? Listen to Jesus’
words and use them as the solid rock on which to build
your life. Consider ministry in the Church, call
Fr. Andrew Merrick at 225.336.8778, or email
amerrick@diobr.org.

Dear God,
On this day we remember the sacrifices made
for us by those who were willing to give their lives to
ensure that our own would be spent in freedom.
Let us never forget to pray, not only for the
dead, but also for those still living and working in the
cause of freedom around the world. As we celebrate
and enjoy this time, give comfort and grace to those
men and women who have sacrificed so much for our
sake.
St. Martin, St. George and St. Joan of Arc:
pray for the protection of our soldiers in their efforts,
and bring them home safely at the end of their duties,
wherever that home may be.
Amen

The Parish Office will be closed on
Monday, May 29th
In Honor of Memorial Day
Readings for the Week of May 21, 2017
Sunday:
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20/
1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21
Monday:
Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b/
Jn 15:26- -16:4a
Tuesday:
Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8/
Jn 16y:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22--18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-14/
Jn 16:12-15
Thursday:
Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-9/
Eph1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20
Friday:
Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-7/Jn 16:20-23
Saturday:
Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10/
Jn 1 6:23b-28
Next Sunday: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8/
1 Pt 4:13-16/ Jn 17:1-11a

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 2016-2017
Donna Badon
John Begue
Maria Bertrand
Jamie Bourg, Secretary
Chris Buckle, Chairman
Deacon Sammy Collura
Stacy Gauthreaux
Jules Lefeaux
Mark Loreno
Fr. Matt Lorrain
Jason Murphey
Andrea Smicker
Toni Tolar, Vice-Chairman
John Windham

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
"If you love me you will keep my commandments."
It's really as simple as that. We are only paying lip service to
the Lord if we externally declare ourselves to be Christians
but don't follow through on a life that confirms it.
In our modern culture, we often think of love as a
feeling or a kind of devotion. It is thus all too common to
separate love from appropriate action. Perhaps we reassure
ourselves that we love Jesus because we believe that he is
the Son of God and our personal Savior. But these thoughts-or even any grateful or pleasant feelings that come along
with them--are not the fullest manifestation of real love. Rather, as Jesus tells us directly in today's Gospel, "Whoever
has my commandments and observes them is the one who
loves me."
Now, for those of us who may be asking what exactly these commandments are, it's helpful to remember Jesus'
response when he was questioned on the subject. "You shall
love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first
commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself" (Mt 22:37-39). These fundamental
principles embrace everything that Jesus calls us to do. If we
put God first and foremost in our lives, and if we treat our
neighbors as we would wish to be treated, then all the rest
falls into place. The Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes,
and any other fundamental Christian codes of behavior are
all summed up here. Indeed, if we truly seek to love Jesus,
putting him first and following his ways won't feel like a

burden but rather like a beautiful blessing.

