ST JOHN 72 BAPTIST

OFFICE: 225-749-2189 « FAX: 225-749-1921
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil....oooveiiie e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY . 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday.........cccccveeeeeienieiieiienieeeee 8:00 a.m.
Friday ..ccoooeeiiieee 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only ..........cceoiiiiininiiiecee, 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SALUTAAY ...ttt 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Tuesday thru Friday........cccoccovvievienieiienieienen, 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Very Rev. Matthew P. LOTTain .......cccceevveeviiiinieeiieciieciie e Pastor
Sammy COIIUTa........ccveeviiiiiieieiieiieie e Permanent Deacon
Julie Ginther Cilano.........c.ccccoveieiiiinieeenesecceeees Christian Formation
Carolyn DUPUY ..c..eeieiiiieiiee et Bookkeeper
Pat DUIbDin.......cceoviiiieieeee e Parish Secretary
Karen Lemoine ........ccocvereeriiesieiie e Christian Formation
Celeste VEillon ......ocverieiiiiiiiieieeeeee e Music Director
Larry DUrbin....c..coeeeeeeieniciininincieeiceccneseee Maintenance Supervisor
Richard Rabalais........c.cceoiiviiiiiniiniiiiieieciencceecee e Maintenance
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:30-1:30 p.m.
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BAPTISM
Celebrated at weekend Masses. Parents should
call the office early to enroll in our baptismal
preparation program. Parents should be registered and
actively practicing the faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries — Call the Parish Office

MARRIAGE

Contact the pastor at least 6 months prior to proposed
wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered immediately, if possible.
Communion calls to homebound and hospitals weekly
by request. Please notify the office if someone is
homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL

Family should contact the pastor to
begin funeral arrangements.

PRAYER LINE
Call Judy Thousand, 749-9257 or the Parish office.



"I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. A thief
comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly."”

-Jn 10:9-10

Dear Parishioners,

May is the month for graduations so please pray for
all of our graduates and their parents as they prepare
for the next phase of their life’s journey. Holy Family
School will celebrate their 8" Grade Graduation Mass
in our church this Tuesday evening since Holy Family
Church is currently undergoing a major renovation.
St. John High School has its graduation on Thursday
night, followed by Brusly High School on Friday
night, then Catholic High School and St. Joseph’s
Academy on Saturday and Sunday respectively. Con-
gratulations all around!

Our seminarian from last summer, Patrick Landaiche,
graduated from St. Joseph Seminary College last Fri-
day night with a degree in Philosophy and Theologi-
cal Studies. Patrick recently informed me that he has
decided to take some time off from further seminary
studies. The seminary is a place of discernment where
young men continue to test God’s call even as they
study and prepare for ordination. Sometimes their re-
flection leads them to drop out of the seminary and
consider other avenues for serving God and His
Church. If they are meant to be priests then they even-
tually return, but if not then they serve God as faithful
husbands and fathers. Please keep Patrick in your
prayers as he discerns his place in the Church.

As I mentioned last week, nominations are now open
to fill two upcoming vacancies on our Parish Pastoral
Council. Jerry Deshotel and David Toups are com-
pleting their second terms of service on the council
and so must be replaced. Nomination forms are avail-
able in the back of church and you are invited to nom-
inate yourself or any other registered parishioner. The
deadline for nominations is the last Sunday of this
month, May 25, and the forms may either be mailed to
the church office or placed in the collection basket.

Once all of the nominations have been received, the
names will be sent to the members of the current
council for prayerful review. The current members
will then elect one new member at their June 11 meet-
ing. The second new member will be appointed by me
as pastor, and may come from the pool of nominated
candidates or from the community at large. Both of
the new members will serve three year terms begin-

ning with the September 2014 meeting. This is the
main consultative body for our parish so please give
serious consideration to possible members.

This Sunday, May 11, is the date selected to honor
our Blessed Mother through a traditional May crown-
ing ceremony. We will follow the same procedure as
in past years and process out to our Lourdes Grotto at
the conclusion of the 9:00 a.m. Mass. The crown will
be carried by one of our second graders, accompanied
by other children and adults carrying flowers for the
Blessed Virgin Mary. We will then offer prayers and
hymns to our Blessed Mother as an expression of our
love and devotion.

This date was chosen to coincide with Mother’s Day
since Mary is the Mother of Jesus and the Mother of
the Church. In honoring her we honor all of the moth-
ers of our community on this special day. Happy
Mother’s Day to all of our mothers!

In Christ,
Father Matt

SPIRITUAL ADOPTION

Four Month Bevelopment Bab Y

Well, your little baby now weighs 6 ounces. He has
fingernails, eyelashes and his own unique finger-
prints which will remain unchanged throughout his
life. Soft hair is all over his body, his taste buds are
working and his sense of hearing is developing.
Your spiritually adopted baby is already well-
formed, internally and externally. There are no ma-
jor bodily developments from here on. He just needs
nourishment protection, love...and prayers.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Vacation Bible School
July 14—17




Congratulations!

2014 CDA Scholarship Winners
Ms. Bria Rivet is the 2014 CDA Scholarship Winner!!
Bria is a senior at Brusly High School and quite active in
her school and at St. John the Baptist. Best of luck Bria in
your college career! Special thanks to all who applied.
The scores were close and reflected the true quality of
these young ladies.

BAPTISMS
Briggs Logan Dickey, son of Garrett & Ashten Dickey;
Peyton Lylia Langlois, daughter of Brad & Katherine
Langlois; and Parquer James Norris, son of Joseph &
Jimmie Lynn Norris were all baptized here last week.
Welcome into our Faith Community!

MARRIAGE
Kaylin Dawn Robicheaux & Garrett Marine
Couvillon were married here this past weekend.
Best wishes in your future as a family!

A VOCATION VIEW
Whose voice will you follow—the Good Shepherd’s or a
stranger’s? Pray for a listening heart. If you think God is
calling you, call Fr. Matt Dupre’ at 225-336.8778,
mdupre@diobr.org.

Thanks!

Charles Delapasse and family extend their thanks and
gratitude to all for your prayers, thoughtfulness, well
wishes, encouragement, and acts of kindness during
his illness. He is well on his way to a good recovery!

BAPTISMAL SEMINAR

Wednesday, May 21, 2014
6:30 pm—Classroom #5

B Mandatory for baptism of your child.

World Day
of Prayer . for
Vocations ~>-2-4

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY are extended to
Mike Chustz & family upon the death of his
mother, Martha Chustz and to the family
of Mary Jo Parsons upon her recent death.
Please keep them in your prayers.

STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCES
April 18, 2014

199 Identified- - - - - - - - $5,590.00
Loose Collection- - - - - 1,282.00
TOTAL------- $6,872.00

Catholic Home Missions—$519.00

May 4, 2014
273 Identified- - - - - - - - $13,284.00
Loose Collection- - - - - 472.00
TOTAL------ $13,756.00

NOTES OF INTEREST
ULTREYA MEETINGS

The Women’s Baton Rouge Ultreya meets on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month at Our Lady of Mercy’s Activi-
ty Center (across from the church) in St. Gabriel’s Room.
This month, 5/14, will feature Deacon Brent Duplessis as
the guest speaker. Rosary begins at 6 pm and the meeting
is from 6:30—7:30 pm. Anyone interested in learning
about and/or making a Cursillo is also invited to attend.
For more information, contact Linda Daigle @ 225-627-
448 or Carla James @ 225-229-559.

CENACLE RETREAT HOUSE

Cenacle Retreat House is desperately trying to
recruit for the Metairie Retreat House which is now the
Archdiocese of New Orleans Retreat Center/Dedicated to
Our Lady of the Cenacle.

Next retreat is Friday, May 16—Sunday, May 18,
“Behold Your Mother”, Jn 19:26-27 directed by Sr. Judith
Gomila.. “We look to our Mother Mary, survivor both of
unthinkable blessings and unimaginable woes, and pray
that we may follow her example of faith, strength, and
compassion.”

Contact: Rita Sanchez at 225-964-5544 or 225-
673-3760 or email rwsanchez@aol.com. Registration fee
is $75.00.

MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE
Diocese of Baton Rouge

Couples who learn natural family planning will discover
the beauty of God’s design for their bodies and for marital
love. This understanding will deepen their love for their
spouse and enrich their marriage.
NFP is safe, healthy and 99% effective...and it can change
your hearts in surprising ways. Take a course in natural
family planning from the Couple to Couple League and
discover its rich marital benefits. Next series begins
Thursday, June 12 at 6pm at the Family Health Center,
3801 North Blvd., Baton Rouge. For more information
and to register, visit www.ccli.org.

Readings for the Week of May 11, 2014

Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/1 Pt 2:20b-25/
Jn 10:1-10
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:11-18
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30
Wednesday:  Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 15:9-17
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14

Next Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/1 Pt 2:4-9/In 14:1-12




ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 2013-2014
Donna Badon
Maria Bertrand
Chris Buckle
Deacon Sammy Collura
Jerry Deshotel, Chairman
Stacy Gauthreaux
David Landry
Jules Lefeaux
Mark Loreno
Fr. Matt Lorrain
Andrea Smicker
Toni Tolar
David Toups, Vice-Chairman
John Windham, Secretary

4th Sunday of Easter

"Whoever enters through me will be saved, and
will come in and go out and find pasture." Jesus' analogy
about the pasture suggests the ideas of both provision and
protection. In this grassy field, the sheep find their suste-
nance. The pasture is also the safe zone where the Shepherd
can keep tabs on his flock. When Jesus speaks of himself as
"the gate for the sheep" he is telling us that through our
belief in him, we too will find provision and protection.

First: provision. Jesus wants to provide for his peo-
ple. He "came so that they might have life and have it more
abundantly." The imagery here is of plenty, not just
"enough." Today's psalm says, "The LORD is my shep-
herd; I shall not want...You spread the table before me...my
cup overflows." This generous Shepherd provides not only
our daily bread, but also our spiritual needs. "He refreshes
my soul," the psalm tells us. When we are weary from the
cares of life, the struggles of daily survival, and the burden
of our sins, Jesus gives us "repose" in the "verdant pas-
tures" of his love. Today's epistle follows the theme: "You
had gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned to
the shepherd and guardian of your souls."

This brings us to the second point: protection. Jesus
guards us, ensuring our safety. Again, Psalm 23 declares,
"Even though [ walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for
you are at my side." Jesus wants to comfort us when we are
frightened by trials or threatened by temptations. He "calls
his own sheep by name and leads them out." Out of harm's
way. We only must be sure we know him well enough to
"recognize his voice" when he calls.




