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402 S. KIRKLAND (RIVER ROAD) • P.O. BOX 248 BRUSLY, LA 70719
OFFICE: 225-749-2189 • FAX: 225-749-1921
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil .................................................................................. 4:30 p.m.
Sunday .................................................................... 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday ................................................... 8:00 a.m.
Friday .......................................... 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only ..................................................... 8:00 a.m.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday .................................................................................. 3:30–4:15 p.m.
Tuesday thru Friday ........................................... 7:40 a.m. or by appointment

PARISH STAFF
Very Rev. Matthew P. Lorrain ............................................................. Pastor
Sammy Collura ................................................................. Permanent Deacon
Carolyn Dupuy ............................................................................ Bookkeeper
Pat Durbin............................................................................. Parish Secretary
June Hebert ………………………………..Director of Religious Education
Karen Lemoine ............................................................... Christian Formation
Celeste Veillon ....................................................................... Music Director
Larry Durbin ............................................................. Maintenance Supervisor
Richard Rabalais ......................................................................... Maintenance

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Friday 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:30–1:30 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass. Also
celebrated during Mass on the Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should call the
office to enroll in our baptismal preparation program,
preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are encouraged
to register in the parish and actively practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries – Call the Parish Office

MARRIAGE
Contact the pastor at least 6 months prior to proposed
wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered immediately, if possible.
Communion calls to homebound and hospitals weekly
by request. Please notify the office if someone is
homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the pastor to
begin funeral arrangements.

PRAYER LINE
Call Judy Thousand, 749-9257 or the Parish office

The tempter approached and said to him, " If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become loaves of
bread." He said in reply, " It is written: One does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes forth from
the mouth of God." - Mt 4:3-4
Dear Parishioners,
Catholics often choose to give up certain foods or beverages
or activities during the forty days of Lent in order to grow
closer to God. One writer recently offered the following
words of encouragement: “Allow yourself to experience the
discomfort of want. If we consider Lent to be a journey into
the desert of our souls, we have to allow for our skin to get
parched, to feel dryness. We have to dig a hole in our heart
to uproot sin, and leave the hole for God to fill.”
So let us set good examples of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving for one another during this holy season. Our daily Mass
during Lent remains at the normal time of 8:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, but moves to 6:00 p.m.
on the Wednesdays of Lent. The 6:00 p.m. Mass each
Wednesday is followed by the Way of the Cross at 6:30
p.m. Benediction and Adoration remain at 8:30 a.m. on
Friday mornings or immediately following the Friday morning Mass.
I am available for confession on Saturday afternoons and
every Wednesday evening from 5:30 – 5:50 p.m. just prior
to the 6:00 p.m. Mass, and then for a whole hour from 6:30
– 7:30 p.m. (during the Way of the Cross). We will also
have a communal penance service on Tuesday, March 28,
the second night of our Parish Mission. Please try to go to
confession sometime during the next few weeks since opportunities will be limited once Holy Week begins.
Make sure to mark your calendars for this year’s
Lenten Mission to be held on four consecutive evenings,
March 26 – 29, beginning at 7:00 p.m. each night. Our
Mission is being led this year by Father Matthew Bonk,
CSsR, who will introduce the Mission by preaching at all
of the weekend Masses on the Fourth Sunday of Lent. We
look forward to his visit to our parish and the opportunity
to strengthen our faith and deepen our love for God.
The theme for this year’s Mission is “Conversion.” Sunday
night’s gathering will center on the Bible; Monday night’s
session will focus on the Crucifix; Tuesday night’s theme is
the Easter Candle and will include an opportunity for confession; and Wednesday night will center on the Altar and
include the celebration of Mass. Father Bonk will likely
celebrate an 8:00 am Mass on Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday mornings for the benefit of those who cannot
attend the evening presentation.
As I mentioned last week, we are looking for a dedicated
parishioner to chair this year’s Feast on the Levee.

Mimi Clouatre volunteered to chair the Feast these past two
years and did an outstanding job. However now she needs to
step away and focus on other priorities including a family
wedding this October. So we need an individual or married
couple or a pair of close friends who can get things organized and attend to some of the early tasks like booking the
bands. Please think about it and consider helping your parish in this important role.
Daylight Saving Time starts next Sunday, March 12, so remember to move your clocks ahead by one hour before going to bed next Saturday night. Otherwise you will be late
for Mass and that’s never a good thing, especially on a Sunday during Lent.
In Christ,
Father Matt

Please keep our RCIA Candidates in
your prayers this weekend as they go
to St. Joseph Cathedral for the Rite of
Election. They are Preston Causey,
Eric Greene, Steven Landry,
Vanessa Pardo and Delia Tijerina.

In the Diocese of Baton Rouge, as in the rest of the Church
in the U.S., Catholics aged 18 through 59 are bound by a
grave obligation to observe a solemn fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Catholics between the ages of 14 and
up are to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, all Fridays
of Lent, and Good Friday as well. These norms have been
established by the U.S. National conference of Catholic
Bishops in accord with the norms of canons 1249-1253 in
the revised Code of Canon Law of 1983.


To FAST means to consume only one full meal a day at
most, although taking of other, smaller quantities of
food at the other customary mealtimes is permitted.
Food and drink ‘between meals’ (excepting only
water and medicine) is not permitted on fast days.
 To ABSTAIN from meal times, refraining from eating
beef, veal, pork, or poultry at least, although not
necessarily eggs, milk products, or condiments made
from animal fat. The consumption of fish, shellfish,
and reptiles is permitted if desired.
 Fasting on all Lenten weekdays (especially Wednesdays
and Fridays) and on Holy Saturday, is strongly
recommended to all the faithful. There always
remains, of course, the grave obligation to participate at Holy Mass on all Sundays and days of
obligation.
Each in his or her own way, every Christian is bound to do
penance by the virtue of divine law. Only ill health or some
similar situation of urgency excuses. During the Lenten
Season, Christ Jesus’ own challenges to ‘prayer, fasting
and almsgiving’ are paramount (see the Gospel reading for
Ash Wednesday, Mt 6:1-6,16-18). We seek ongoing forgiveness for sin, ((especially in the Sacrament of Penance)
and come to appreciate evermore the great sufferings and
sacrifice which Our Savior experienced for the sake of our
salvation.
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Special Collections will be taken up as follows:
Church in Eastern Europe—Taken up Ash Wednesday
Use your Special Envelope.
Rice Bowl– March 1 thru April 16, 2017
Rice Bowls have been sent home with the Christian Formation Students and some placed in the foyer of church for
your use during Lent.
Black & Indian Missions—Taken up March 5th
Use your Special Envelope.

A VOCATION VIEW
Jesus prayed and fasted for forty days and nights. We can
take His example, begging the Lord of the Harvest for an
increase of Church vocation. If you think God is calling
you, call Fr. Andrew Merrick at 225.336.8778,
amerrick@diobr.org.
THE SANCTUARY CANDLE IS NOW
BURNING IN MEMORY
OF WAYNE KNOTTS

Be sure to set your clocks ahead
1 hour before going to bed next
Saturday and Daylight Savings
Time begins!

GUIDE BOOK & DIRECTORY UPDATE
 Does our Church database have YOUR family

membership record correct?
 Here is your chance to update YOUR record for

our annual Guide Book & Directory (if you
haven’t already done so).
 It is time for us to update our database with any
changes, additions, or deletions that may
have occurred in YOUR family over the
past year.
 Have you changed your phone number? Have you
moved? Are you preparing to move soon? Are
all of your children still at home and are they all
included in your membership record? Do
you want your record published?
 If you have not already informed the Parish Office
about changes to you record, please let us
know now so that the information in the Guide
Book & Directory is correct.
The Parish Office number is (225) 749-2189.
LIVING FAITH BOOKLETS FOR APRIL, MAY
AND JUNE ARE IN. PICK UP YOUR COPY AT
THE PARISH OFFICE.

Readings for the Week of March 5, 2017
Sunday:
Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17/
Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11
Monday:
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8-10, 15/
Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday:
Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-7, 16-19/Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday:
Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/
Lk 11:29-32
Thursday:
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8/
Mt 7:7-12
Friday:
Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-8/Mt 5:20-26
Saturday:
Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43Mt 5:43 -48
Next Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22/2
2Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 2016-2017
Donna Badon
John Begue
Maria Bertrand
Jamie Bourg, Secretary
Chris Buckle, Chairman
Deacon Sammy Collura
Stacy Gauthreaux
Jules Lefeaux
Mark Loreno
Fr. Matt Lorrain
Jason Murphey
Andrea Smicker
Toni Tolar, Vice-Chairman
John Windham

1st Sunday of Lent
"Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be
tempted by the devil." Today's Gospel brings us face-toface with the reality of spiritual warfare. A battle is going
on in the desert. The devil is out to win the allegiance of
the Son of God. But Jesus fights back. Not with fists or
knives, but with the word of God. For every temptation the
devil proposes, Jesus arms himself with "the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God" (Eph 6:17). This strategy
proves effective. Ultimately, "the devil left him," and then
Jesus was consoled by the presence of angels.
In our modern era, we face a new temptation: to
deny the existence of spiritual beings. Angels appear to be
little more than lawn ornaments or Christmas crafts, and
too often the devil is reduced to an analogy for the vague
presence of evil. Perhaps the greatest achievement of the
father of lies, as Pope Francis has suggested, is to make us
believe that he does not exist. But the word of God gives us
a different idea: "Be sober and vigilant. Your opponent the
devil is prowling around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour" (1 Pt 5:8). This is no fairy tale. Satan
wants to win our allegiance too.
During Lent, we have the opportunity to fortify
ourselves for this serious, if silent, combat. Just as Jesus
fasted and prayed for forty days before that diabolical encounter, we take these forty days of Lent to "conquer" the
weak spots where we are susceptible to attack. We fast to
strengthen our self-control, we give alms to strengthen our
generosity, and we pray to strengthen our faith in God's
power and providence. A sincere effort now, in the "desert"
of Lent, can lead us to victory as we engage in the ongoing
spiritual battle for the allegiance of our souls.

