June 2, 2024

The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ
St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

Yolume 56, No. 22

402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road) P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Celeste Veillon ........oooeiiiiiiiii e, Music Director
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.
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Body and Blood
of Christ

Dear Parishioners,

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Jesus. A Feast like this offers us the
opportunity to give thanks for Christ’s abiding presence with us, which is made visible in the Eucharist. It is also
an opportunity for us to seek a better understanding of the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ and
cultivate a positive attitude towards it. Eucharist, being a sacrament of life, if misused, brings about the opposite
effect. In order to have a better understanding about the Eucharist, we need to ask why Jesus gave this sacrament
to us in the first place. We can point out two main reasons for Jesus to give this sacrament to us: Firstly, before
His ascension, Jesus had promised to be with us until the end of time. In the Eucharist, He provides a visible sign
and an effective means of Himself being present to us, and us being present to Him. As Jesus said, “Those who eat
My flesh and drink My blood abide in Me and I in them” (Jn 6:56). And secondly, Jesus said, “I came that you
may have life, and have it to its fullest” (Jn 10:10). In the Eucharist, Jesus provides a visible means of
communicating this life to us, that we can be fully alive both in this world and in the next. As Jesus said, “Very
truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. Those
who eat My flesh and drink My blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day” (Jn 6:53-54).
Today we are celebrating the continued presence of Jesus with us through the Eucharist. He does this because He
truly loves us, and He loves us unconditionally. Through the Eucharist, Jesus continues to be in a relationship with
us, through His own body and blood, through His own self. In today’s Gospel, we see that Jesus shows this love
and relationship with His own disciples at the Last Supper.

Jesus knows that His people will need Him. His people will continue to be fed by Him, not just physically, but
also emotionally and spiritually. He knew that we would need Him and His presence with us to cope with our
emotional as well as spiritual needs. The best way He could continue His presence with us is through the
Eucharist. It is good to ask ourselves, do we experience this sacrificial and unconditional love of Jesus in the
Eucharist whenever we participate in it? If through the holy sacrifice of the Mass, Jesus is sharing his own life
with us, then participating in the Eucharist becomes not just fulfillment of an obligation, but an expression and
sharing of our own love for Jesus. If we consider this as an obligation, then the love aspect is lost. If there is no
love in what we do, then the reward may not be what we intend to receive. I feel bad when some people come to
Mass late, and others leave soon after Communion. No matter how early Mass is over, some people have made a
habit to leave Church before the Mass ends. I feel there is an erroneous notion in the minds of many that Mass is
complete, even if we arrive after the homily and leave Church soon after Communion.

I think this problem existed long before now. St. Phillip Neri was a devoted and holy priest. His primary concern
was to make the people understand the importance of the Holy Eucharist. He was saddened to see some people
leaving the Church right after Communion. He noticed this for a few days. One day, as he saw someone leaving
Church right after receiving Communion, he called the altar servers and told them to take two lighted candles and
stand on either side of the man, and follow him home, because he had just received the Blessed Sacrament. The
altar servers rushed to the man with the lighted candles. “What is this?” asked the man, “Why are you coming
with me?” The altar servers replied, “Father asked us to walk you home.” The man put his head down and went
back to Church. After that incident, it is said that no one left early from that Church before the completion of the
Mass. I think we should find some similar way to stop people from leaving Church before Mass is over, and also
bring them to Church on time. Today’s Feast is inviting us to ask ourselves, what is our attitude towards the
Eucharist? Do we attend Mass as an obligation or as an expression of our love for the Lord? If our attendance at
Mass is out of our love for the Lord, let us partake in it whole heartedly, and enjoy the exchange of this love
between God and us. Pray that God may help us to understand the beauty of this sacrifice and participate in it
wholeheartedly.

God bless you,
Fr. John



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Dive into friendship with God!
Vacation Bible School
July Sth through 12th

Registration forms are available
online and in the Church Office.

VBS Volunteer Meeting will be at
6:00pm on Wednesday, July 3rd
in the Activity Center.

Confirmation Retreat
June 12th, 13th & 14th

Activity Center
Please call the Christian Formation Office,
225-749-3387, for more information.
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Come join the Youth
Group this Summer!

For Middle School &
High School Students

Wednesday, June 5th
from 5:30pm-7:30pm

Activity Center

Kick up your heels with the Women’s
Ministry Group! Let’s dance!
6:00pm on Friday, June 7th
4 in the Activity Center.

To join in the fun, you can register online on the
Church website, or the St. John the Baptist
‘Women'’s Ministry Facebook page, or email
them: sjpwmbrusly@gmail.com
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Can youelp with any of these Ministries? We need
you! Please call the Church Office to sign up.

Altar Servers
Food Pantry
Money Counters
Women’s Ministry “Feed His Sheep”
Social Committee/Children’s Sacrament Receptions

The Catholic Daughters [
will host a Rosary in honor [}
of Our Mother of Perpetual

Help at 5:30pm on
Thursday, June 27th at the
Grotto in front of Church.
All are welcome!

Pray for Vocations
World Priest Day is June 7th.
Please pray for all priests and
those contemplating whether to
become a priest, deacon, brother,
or sister. If you are being called to
this vocation, please contact your
priest or reach out to
Father Josh Johnson at
225-336-8778 or email him:
jiohnson@diobr.org
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The Food Pantry needs these items
for their June 10th distribution:

breakfast cereal, granola food bars,
toaster pastries, canned fruit,
canned chicken or tuna, soup,

tomato sauce or paste, 2 pound bags

or sugar or flour, jelly, spaghetti,

coffee, cake mix and frosting,

macaroni & cheese, chips, crackers,

cookies, pretzels

You may drop these items off at the
Church Office.

m Please consider making your
@ : contribution an ACH
Gratefull == transaction. You can call
Dana Babin at the Church
GOD &= Office to get this set up and
e be ready for tax time.
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Readings for the week of June 2, 2024

Sunday: Ex 24:3-8/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16, 17-18
(13)/Heb 9:11-15/Mk 14:12-16, 22-26

Monday: 2 Pt 1:2-7/Ps 91:1-2, 14-15b, 15¢-16/
Mk 12:1-12

Tuesday: 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18/Ps 90:2, 3-4, 10, 14
and 16/Mk 12:13-17

Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Ps 123:1b-2ab, 2cdef/
Mk 12:18-27

Thursday: 2 Tm 2:8-15/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and
14/Mk 12:28-34

Friday: Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8¢c-9/Ps 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (3)/
Eph 3:8-12, 14-19/Jn 19:31-37

Saturday: 2 Tm 4:1-8/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/
Lk 2:41-51

Next Sunday: Gn 3:9-15/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
(7bc)/2 Cor 4:13—5:1/Mk 3:20-35

W.B.R. Historical Association’s
Card Party
Monday, July 22nd, 10:00am-3:00pm
W.B.R. Community Center in
Port Allen
Lunch will be provided.
Please call the W.B.R. Museum,
225-336-2422, for more information.

Fete-Dieu du Mississippi,
Blessing Louisiana and the
Mighty River

Wednesday, August 14th &
Thursday, August 15th
8:00am Mass @ St. Joseph’s
Cathedral on August 14th
Procession with the Blessed
Sacrament to the
Mississippi River follows
Mass. The Flotilla will depart
at 10:30am toward
Plaquemine.

For more information on
these events, please go to:
www.fetedieuduteche.org




Prayer for Protection against
Storms and Hurricanes
Our Father in Heaven, through the
intercession of Our Lady of Prompt
Succor, spare us during this hurricane
season from all harm. Protect us and
our homes from all disasters of nature.
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Zippers Thrift Shop Sale Dates
June 13 & 27 at 7:30am
July 18 at 7:30am

August 1, 15 & 29 at 7:30am O
m ,m,"
Closed for donations from  #

July 1-14. eadd
You can reach them at i) E

225-506-8622.

National Eucharistic Pilgrimage
Diocese of Baton Rouge
June 7th from 8:00am-4:00pm
You can participate at these
locations: Sacred Heart Church,
St. Joseph Cathedral, and Christ
the King Church.

B LU U To register, please visit:
: diobr.org/pilgrimage
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' PRISON

The Diocese of Baton Rouge
needs volunteers for the Prison
Ministry. You can help the

prisoners with their journey of
faith by contacting y
Jorge Lavastida, 225-242-0222 ["|"
or via email:
jlavastida@diobr.org ;

ADVERTISERS

Thanks to all of our present advertisers for
renewing their ad and continuing their
support of our Church!

If you are interested in placing an ad, this is
your opportunity. Please contact Kim
Broyard of LPI, 1-800-888-4574, ext. 6322.



