June 16, 2024

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

Yolume 56, No. 24

402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road) P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

June 16, 2024
11" Sunday in Ordinary Time

My mother and father fell in love with each other rather quickly. It was only a span of two months
between their first meeting and quiet betrothal. They waited for a significant period of time before
going public with the happy news. It simply wasn’t time. Love’s strength and speed can sprout

scandal in public. Until the big reveal, they gave the outside world only little hints, gestures, and
riddles.

Something like this, but even more wonderful, is at play when Mark says of Jesus, “he did not
speak to them without a parable, but to his disciples in private he explained everything.”
Jesus is the long-awaited messiah-king, but his identity as the Lord and Son of God is so new,
surprising, and scandalous to human ears that the big reveal would have to wait. Thus, his
parables are riddles, meant to conceal more than reveal. Even the disciples, who hear things
explained directly, barely grasp what he is up to. It’s only at the cross that Jesus’ love for Israel
and the world is explicitly revealed. Until then, much stays hidden and comes in riddles.

So it goes with us, too. I wonder at times why doesn’t the Lord just speak to us directly in prayer
about what we should do, or how to fix our problems. Or why doesn’t he reveal himself directly
to powerful leaders who are slow to act? Why does he allow life so often to be confounding,
contradictory, and crazy? Because it simply isn’t time yet. One glorious day, it will be. Until then,
he teaches us in riddles, and only sometimes explains them.

Father John Muir
©LPi




VACATION BIBLE SCIIOOL

Dive into friendship with God!
Vacation Bible School
July 8th through 12th

Registration forms are available online and in the
Church Office. Please call the Christian Formation
Office for more information, 225-749-3387.

VBS Volunteer Meeting will be at 6:00pm on
Wednesday, July 3rd in the Activity Center.

BEREAVEMENT
MINISTRY

Please consider serving your Church Community by
leading an established Bereavement Committee
during the months of August or February. This Leader
will organize food for our bereaved families and enlist
the services of the Committee to serve the food. Please
consider this ministry and call Ruth Landry, 225-749-3101.

We would greatly appreciate your help!

The Sanctuary
Candle burns in memory
of Rod Prejean, and
f_‘__, Mr. & Mrs. Emile

T .* Prejean, Jr.
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Our next Baptism
Seminar is Wednesday, July 1oth
at 6:00pm in Christian Formation

Room One. Please call the Church

RNaDNaf N\
Office to register.
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Congratulations and Marriage
Blessings are extended to
Amanda Nicole Hedges
and
Xyle Christopher Fulenwider

who were married on June 8th!
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Please welcome this child to our faith community who
was baptized on June gth:

Fitzgerald Taylor Cain
son of Austin & Jonette Cain

Stewardship of Finance

Total Collection for June 9th: $12,871.00

Thank you for your generosity!

Come join the Youth
Group this Summer!

1 For Middle School & High
> School Students

Wednesday, July 24th
From 5:30-7:30pm
Activity Center

LITURGICAL
MINISTRIES

Please consider being a part of your Church
Community by serving in one of these ministries:
Altar Server
Eucharistic Minister
Lector
Usher

Please call the Church Office to sign up. Thanks!

Vocations

Can you care and serve
others as the Father has done
for us? Are you being called e—=
as a priest, brother, sisteror ~
deacon? If so, please contact i
your priest or reach out to
Father Josh Johnson at
225-336-8778 or email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations
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11" SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

“To what shall we
compare the kingdom of
God, or what parable can

we use for it? It is like a

mustard seed that, when
it is sown in the ground, is
the smallest of all the
seeds on the earth.
But once it is sown, it
springs up and becomes
the largest of plants.”
- Mk 4:30-32b
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Readings for the week of June 16, 2024

Sunday: Ez 17:22-24/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16
(see 2a)/2 Cor 5:6-10/Mk 4:26-34

Monday: 1 Kgs 21:1-16/Ps 5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 6b-7/
Mt 5:38-42

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 21:17-29/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 11 and
16/Mt 5:43-48

Wednesday: 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14/Ps 31:20, 21, 24/
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday: Sir 48:1-14/Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7/
Mt 6:7-15

Friday: 2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20/Ps 132:11, 12,
13-14, 17-18/Mt 6:19-23

Saturday: 2 Chr 24:17-25/Ps 89:4-5, 29-30, 31-32,
33-34/Mt 6:24-34

Next Sunday: Jb 38:1, 8-11/Ps 107:23-24, 25-26,
28-29, 30-31 (1b)/2 Cor 5:14-17/
Mk 4:35-41

Job Opening at the Catholic Life Center
The Diocese is seeking a Special Education Program
Director that will work as a member of the Catholic
Schools Office to support the schools in education and
evangelization. For more information about the
requirements of this position, go to the Diocesan
Career Center: us241.dayforcechem.com/
CandidatePortal/en-US/diobr/Posting/View70

Deadline to apply is June 20th.
The Catholic Daughters =
will host a Rosary in LIVING __
honor of Our Mother of L
Perpetual Help at 5:30pm 5
on Thursday, June 27th &

at the Grotto in front of
our Church.
Please join them!




EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR
ORDINARY MOMENTS

St. Anthony Can Find Anything — Even You

“Tony, Tony, come around! Something is lost and it must be
found.”

Did you learn this one when you were a kid? In my experience
there are even a lot of lapsed Catholics — or people who were
never Catholic at all — who know that when you lose something,
St. Anthony becomes your best friend. Missing keys? Pray to St.
Anthony. Can’t find your favorite sweater? St. Anthony. Forget
where you parked your car in the mall lot? St. Anth— okay, you
get the idea. Whatever it is, large or small, important or trivial,
Tony has a reputation for finding the lost things.

It’s a devotion that can seem a little like superstition — witchcraft,
even? — if you don’t really understand it. Mumble an incantation
to a dead guy and you’re guaranteed to find your sunglasses. But
as with most traditions that are old, beloved and effective, looking
a little closer reveals the truth of the matter.

When we lose something really important, what do we do? We
make the whole household stop what they’re doing to join the
search. Having St. Anthony as a friend means you ask him to stop
what he’s doing to help, too. And how he helps is by taking the
matter exactly where all matters need to go — straight to the feet
of Christ.

Here’s the real genius of St Anthony: he takes the most mundane,
commonplace occurrence, misplacing socks into an encounter with
the divine, and truly all things great and small are gifts from God.
He grabs our hand and points to the cross. “That’s what you’re
looking for,” he tells us.

In the end, Tony doesn’t really find the lost things. He finds the
lost people.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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The Food Pantry needs these items for their
summer distributions:

breakfast cereal, granola food bars, toaster pastries, canned
fruit, canned chicken or tuna, soup, tomato sauce or paste,
2 pound bags or sugar or flour, jelly, spaghetti, coffee, cake
mix and frosting, macaroni & cheese, chips, crackers,
cookies, and pretzels

You may drop these items off at the Church Office.



