July 7, 2024

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Yolume 56, No. 27

St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

ST. JOHN 72 BAPTIST
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road) P. O. Box 248,

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

In the Gospel, we hear that people were astonished at Jesus’ teaching and exclaimed, “Where did this man get
all this? What kind of wisdom has been given to him? What mighty deeds are wrought by his hands?” At the end
of today’s Gospel, we see Jesus healing the sick by laying his hands on them. Hands are instrumental in showing
love and concern for others. We have experienced this ourselves as children. Our mothers have taken us in their
hands, rescued us from dangers, and done all that they could by using their hands to show their love and
affection for us. Thus, hands establish relationships between persons. They can express the highest sign of love
and friendship. In India, we greet and welcome people with our folded hands. And in many countries the same is
expressed by the shaking of hands. Just as hands can establish a relationship, they can also break relationships,
because hands can be brutal and cruel. There are many relationships that are broken by the misuse of hands.
Look at children, they begin to fight as they grow up and begin to exchange blows with their hands. Grown-ups
do the same. Therefore, hands can save as well as destroy. If the hands of man can express so much, then how
much more can the hands of God do! Where do we see God’s hands? His hands are seen in Jesus of Nazareth,
who reveals His being and His nature. His hands cured, consoled, gave new life, and were stretched out on the
Cross, to embrace the entire humanity.

During World War Il, a French village lost a beloved statue of Christ in a bombing raid. The villagers managed to
put the statue back up, but without its hands, since they were never found. The villagers placed a plaque on the
statue with the inscription, “ | have no hands but yours.” Today, God wants our hands, and our hands must
point towards Jesus, whose life was a living sacrifice of love for each one of us. The Gospel today exhorts us to
accept Christ who accepted us, to love Christ who loved us, and stretched out His hands to save us. The words of
St. Theresa of Avila are very apt here, “Christ has no body but yours; no hands and no feet on earth but yours;
yours are the eyes with which He looks with compassion on this world; yours are the feet with which He walks to
do good; and yours are the hands with which He blesses all the world.”

There is a story of an atheist who fell off of a cliff. As he tumbled downward, he caught hold of the branch of a
small tree. There he hung between heaven above and the rocks a thousand feet below, knowing he wasn't going
to be able to hold on much longer. Then an idea came to him. "God!" he shouted with all his might. Silence. No
one responded. "God," he shouted again, "If you exist, save me and | promise | shall believe in you and teach
others to believe." Silence again. He almost let go of the branch in shock, as he heard a mighty voice booming
across the canyon, “That is what they all say when they are in trouble." " No God, no!" he shouted out, more
hopefully now. "l am not like the others. | have already begun to believe, having heard Your Voice for myself.
Now, all you have to do is save me and | shall proclaim your name to the ends of the earth." "Very well," said the
Voice, "l shall save you. Let go of that branch." "Let go of the branch!" yelled the distraught man, "Do you think |
am crazy?"

God's hands are saving hands. They will hold us if we believe in Him. His are the hands that reach for ours when
we’re exhausted or worried or scared. With His hand clasping ours, we can trust and choose not to be afraid. The
Lord knows His children are often easily frightened, so He reassures us of His presence and says: “For | am the
Lord your God, who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear, | will help you” (Isaiah 41:13).
Often, we do not let ourselves be helped by God. Are we able to rely on ourselves in God's hands? Pray today
that we are willing to put ourselves totally in God's hands, and that we may use our hands as Jesus used His
hands. . x B

God bless you,
Fr. John




CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Lty
Faith

Registration: July 20-21 after
all Masses in the Activity
Center
Formation
REG!STRATION

Parent Meeting: July 30 at
6:00pm in the Activity Center

Catechist Meeting: July 31 at
6:00pm in the Activity Center

The Sanctuary
Candle burns in
memory of

the Deceased ‘
Members of the ||
Sarradet Family. "\

The Catholic Daughters will
host a Patriotic Rosary with
video at 5:30pm on
Wednesday, July 17th in
Christian Formation Room
One. Please join them!

Zi Thrift
July 18 at 7:30am
August 1, 15 & 29 at 7:30am

Dat

Closed for donations from
NOW through July 15.

You can reach them at
225-506-8622.

The Zippers are grateful for your donations; however, they
CANNOT accept farniture, TVs, copy machines, DVD
players or CD players, copy machines, computers, car seats,
broken toys or those missing remote controls.
Thank you!

FORMED.org:
Best Catholic Content all in one place: Movies,
Programs, E-books, Talks, Prayers and guides

For an account: Click sign-up; Select “I belong to a
Parish or organization”; Find your parish by
zipcode; Enter your email; and you are in!

Sharon Thibodeaux, our Music
Leader, would like to invite any
young adult and older to Choir v
practice on Monday, July 8th, at g

6:00pm. If you are interested in M U ' | c

MINISTRY

Sharon at 749-8617.
Vocations

A

More information to come
regarding the children’s choir.

Will you share the teachings of
Christ with others? Will you
serve the Lord as a priest,
brother, sister or deacon?
Talk to your priest or reach
out to Father Josh Johnson at
225-336-8778 or email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations

“Love, an abundant love,
is the expression of our
Christian religion.

Happenings at your Church

July 10th: Baptism Seminar at 6:00pm in Christian
Formation Room One

July 15th: Food Pantry Distribution at 8:30am at the
Activity Center

July 21st: Women’s Ministry Rain Barrel drawing after
11:00am Mass

July 24th: Youth Group meets at 5:30pm in the
Activity Center.

July 27th-28th: Mission Appeal at all Masses

Volunteers are needed at your Church!
Please consider giving your time to one of these
important ministries:

Altar Server, Eucharistic Minister, Lector, Usher,
Bereavement Committee, Sacrament Receptions, Food
Pantry, or the Zippers Thrift Shop.

Please call the Church Office to sign up. Thanks!

K.C. June Calendar Winners

Pat Brewer, Chad Bourke, Gerald Spruell, James Vidrine,

Anne Reeves, Ruth Thibodeaux, Brayden Ourso, Chantelle
Johnson, Bobbi Graham, Andrew Loreno, Dee LaBauve, Ryan

Fabre, Peyton Forrestier, Roxanne Jenkins, Jamie & Darren
Hebert, Vicky Boss, Charles Templet, Reese Rivet, Eva

Crochet, Dan Patrick, Jody Schwartz, Phillip Deshotel, Allaire

Benedetto, Matthew & Tessa Marionneaux, Sylvia Smith,

Sarah Setile, Toni Willeford, Ralph Comeaux,
Cheryl Cavalier, Hudson Tramonte



14™ SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

When the sabbath came he
began to teach in the syna-
gogue, and many who heard
him were astonished. They
said, "Where did this man get
all this? What kind of wisdom
has been given him? What
mighty deeds are wrought by
his hands!” - Mk 6:2

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Readings for the week of July 7, 2024

Sunday: Ez 2:2-5/Ps 123:1-2, 2, 3-4 (2cd)/
2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 6:1-6a

Monday: Hos 2:16, 17¢-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5,
6-7, 8-9/Mt 9:18-26

Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8,

9-10/Mt 9:32-38
Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/

Mt 10:1-7

Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8¢-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16/
Mt 10:7-15

Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and
17/Mt 10:16-23

Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Mt 10:24-33

Next Sunday: Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (8)/
Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13

Organizations

The Knights of Columbus will have their meeting at
6:00pm on Sunday, July 14th in the Activity Center.

Upcoming Events at the Diocese of Baton Rouge

: Understanding the Church’s Teaching on In
Vitro Fertilization with Dr. Christopher Ragusa from
6:00-8:00pm at the Catholic Life Center.
To register: diobr.org/ric-ivf

August 24th: Day of Fellowship & Formation for Prison
Ministry Volunteers with Father Fred Kammer, from
8:00am-1:30pm at St. George Catholic Church.

To register: diobr.org/pm-event

St. John the Baptist Parish
Finance Committee Members
Dana Babin
Carolyn Dupuy
Father Arun John
Drew Maciasz
Laurie Moreau
Arron Pierre
Danny Rabalais
David Toups



Month of the

Maintenance Committee
Richard Dugas
Joey Normand
Danny Rabalais

Nat Smith

Gary Tullier

Fete-Dieu du Mississippi, Blessing Louisiana and
the Mighty River

Wednesday, August 14th & Thursday, August 15th
8:00am Mass @ St. Joseph’s Cathedral on August 14th
Procession with the Blessed Sacrament to the
Mississippi River follows Mass. The Flotilla will depart
at 10:30am toward Plaquemine.

For more information on these events, please go to:
www.fetedieuduteche.org

W.B.R. Historical Association’s
Card Party
Monday, July 22nd, 10:00am-3:00pm
W.B.R. Community Center in
Port Allen
Lunch will be provided.
Registration deadline is July 15th.
Please call the W.B.R. Museum,
W 225-336-2422, for more information.

St John the Baptist Parish Council Members 2024-2025
Christian Benoit
Grayson Brewer, Vice Chairman
Chris Buckle
Christie Chapman, Secretary
Justin Clouatre
Horace Crochet, Chairman
Janice Hebert
Fr. Arun John, IMS
Joey Normand
Maggie Prejean
Mike Prejean
Edana Robnett
Derek Scott



