July 28, 2024

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

ST. JOHN 72 BAPTIST
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road)

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

I come from the State of Kerala in India. Several years ago, Fr. Joseph Vadakkan, served as the Pastor of one the
Parishes in that State. He was a rebel priest; but was very kind to the people he served. At that time, there was a
severe food shortage in the area. The rich people bought and stocked large quantities of food in their homes. There
were quite a few people in the parish who were starving. On a Sunday when the people assembled in the church
for mass, Fr. Vadakkan drove them all out. He told them that there would be no celebration of the Eucharist until
all of those people who were hoarding food in their homes, went back home and brought some of it for their
starving brothers and sisters of their parish. The people were naturally upset and went home. However, they came
back with food parcels, and then the Eucharist commenced. It is obvious that the forceful message Fr. Vadakkan
wanted to give to his parishioners was that the Eucharist was not just a private devotional practice, or a personal
affair between each individual and his or her God. He was sending them a strong message that there is a close
connection between sharing in the Eucharist and sharing one’s bread with the hungry.

Both of the readings of this weekend, the first reading and the Gospel, tell us about the need to share what we
have with the poor; and when we share, God will in turn reward us with His generosity. The backdrop of the
Elisha story in the first reading is a raging famine. The people were going hungry, and a man brings an offering of
the first fruits of his grain to the prophet Elisha. Elisha knew that God doesn’t need this offering, but people do.
So, he ordered the servant of the Gilgal shrine to distribute the loaves to the people. The servant objected and said,
“How can I set it before a hundred people?” Elisha insisted that he distribute the food and we see that a miracle
followed. By the word of the prophet, a hundred people ate from 20 loaves, with bread left over. This story leads
us to today’s Gospel. When Jesus saw a large hungry crowd, He felt pity for them and asked Philip, “Where can
we get food for so many people?” Philip’s response was, “Two hundred days’ wages worth of food would not be
enough for each of them to have a little.” It was at that time that Andrew finds a young boy with five barley loaves
and two fish, and we see that Jesus turned them into WONDERBREAD, and told the disciples to distribute this to
the people. Today, we can hold up this boy in our arms for all to see and say, “We want all of you to be as
generous as this child.” However small our gift is, it doesn’t matter, as Christ will make it grow. William Barclay
says, “There would have been one great deed fewer in history, if that boy had hoarded his gift.”

Can we all follow this boy’s example? Someone once said, “When I worry about money, I know I haven’t been
giving enough away.” As followers of Christ, we are challenged to offer what we have for the service of God. We
make excuses for ourselves saying, “We are not talented, we are not healthy, we are not wealthy, we are not
competent, etc.” We can point to several incompetent persons in the Bible: Abraham was very old, Sarah was
sterile, Jeremiah was young, Jonah was stubborn, John the Baptist was eccentric, etc. But, when they offered
themselves to God, God made them powerful and fruitful. God multiplied their efforts. These friends of God
achieved what they would not have achieved if they were left to themselves. Hence, let us offer our limited
resources to God so that God can multiply them.

As you saw in last weekend’s bulletin, Fr. Veerchand will be celebrating all the Masses and making an appeal for
the Ranchi Region of the Indian Missionary Society, the Order that I belong to. Let us share a little of what we
have so that the members of the Ranchi Region can share the same with the people they serve.

May God bless us all!
Fr. John
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Christian Formation

Religious Education:

Helps to build a strong foundation
cmmmm
_Registration: You can now register your child for
religion classes that begin August 19th. Forms can be
found online and in the Christian Formation Office.

Parent Meeting: July 3oth at 6:00pm in the
Activity Center

Catechist Meeting: July 31st at 6:00pm in the
Activity Center

Please consider being a Catechist/Teacher on Monday
or Tuesday evening at 5:30pm for 3rd Grade or
Kindergarten. We need you!

Please contact June Hebert, 225-749-3387.

== Thank You! —

THANKS to Patricia Lefeaux and her group for
cleaning the Church in July. Please contact JoAnn
Landry, 225-939-6801, to help during August.

THANKS to Ruth Landry and her team for the
Bereavement meals in July and August. Please
contact Ruth Landry, 225-749-3101, to provide
any assistance.

FORMED.org:
Best Catholic Content all in one place: Movies,
Programs, E-books, Talks, Prayers and guides

For an account: Click sign-up; Select “I belong to a
Parish or organization”; Find your parish by
zipcode; Enter your email; and you are in!

Vocations
Are you being called to help
feed the people of God as a
priest, deacon, brother or
sister? Talk to your priest or
reach out to Father Josh
Johnson at 225-336-8778 or
email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations

CAUTION: The construction has begun for the
additional storage to the Activity Center. Please
be mindful of the fenced off area and do not cross
that barrier for your safety.

Please welcome this child to our
faith community who was
baptized on July 21st:

Luca James Bourgoyne,
son of Gunner Bourgoyne &
Hannah Gaudet

All Night Eucharistic
Adoration begins at 8:00pm on
Friday, August 2nd and ends
with 8:00am Mass on Saturday,
August 3rd. Sign up sheets can
be found in the back of Church.

THE MONTH
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The Sanctuary
Candle burns in memory
of Leonce, Pearl, Mona &

Tom Thibodeaux.

Prayers and Sympathy are
extended to the families of
Shirley Heck Hebert
and
Hazel Pourciau Marionneaux
upon their deaths.

Upcoming Events at our Church in August
Zippers: Sale dates are August 1, 15 & 29 at 7:30am

Children’s Church: August 4 & 18 during 9:00am and
11:00am Masses

Food Pantry: Distribution at the Activity Center at 8:30am
on August 12

CDA Rosary: 5:00pm at the Grotto on Thursday, August 15,
for the Assumption of Our Lady

Mass for the Assumption: August 15 at 6:00pm
R.C.I.A.; Open House at 6:30pm on Wednesday, August 21

in the Church Office
Dieu du Mississippi procession

usu
» at the 8:00am Mass on August

‘WSSISS[PP/ 14th. To sign up, please email
Huy Tran: huytran@nds.edu

Flower Girls are needed at
St. Joseph's Cathedral to throw
flower petals for Jesus! These
girls will be a part of the Fete-




ORDINARY TIME

Then Jesus took the loaves,
gave thanks, and distributed
them to those who were
reclining, and also as much
of the fish as they wanted.
-Jn 61

L

Readings for the week of July 28, 2024

Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18
(see 16)/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15

Monday: Jer 13:1-11/Ps 32:18-19, 20, 21/Jn 11:19-27
or Lk 10:38-42

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8,9, 11 and 13/
Mt 13:36-43

Wednesday:  Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 18/
Mt 13:44-46

Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab/
Mt 13:47-53

Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14/Mt 13:54-58

Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34/
Mt 14:1-12

Next Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54
(24b)/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35

Bulletin Ad Campaign
IHANK Yu“ Please consider advertising in our

ST  bulletin. You can obtain a flyer from
BULLETIN ADVERTISERS

W"

the back of Church and scan the
QR code. The ad flyer can be found on
| ‘ our website, too. Your ad will appear on
| our website and LPI offers free ad
design. Please call 800-950-9952 and
ask for Sean Altenberger or go to:
www.4lpi.com/advertising-solutions

‘We would like to thank our current
| advertisers and welcome any of you to
advertise in our bulletin!

The Winner of the Rain | —

Barrel that was raffled off by the
Women’s Ministry Group is
Carolyn Bourgeois!
Congratulations! Thank you for
your support of this ministry.

Stewardship of Finance

Total Collection for July 21st: $8,764.00
Catholic Charities Collection: $1,286.00
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(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR
ORDINARY MOMENTS, By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
Take More

It doesn’t matter what time of day we visit my mother-in-law, she
always has food to offer. If we take two helpings, she will
encourage us to take three. If we take three helpings, she will say,
“Coraggio, take more.” (She’s Italian, in case you couldn’t tell
from the food-pushing and the language.)

When Jesus feeds the five thousand with the miracle of the loaves
and fish, He does not produce just enough food to feed everyone
who is there. He certainly could; that would be within His power.
And He shows concern about waste, so it would make sense for
Him to do that. But instead, He deliberately overproduces. He
creates more food than is necessary. He makes an abundance of it.
Why?

I think it’s for the same reason my mother-in-law keeps urging us
to eat when we come to her house. Feeding people is not just a
functional action. It’s a gesture. It shows love. It shows concern. It
shows welcome. Having an abundance of food, so much that there
is some left over, is a sign that you don’t care how much someone
wants; you are ready to give whatever they are ready to take. You
are ready to give recklessly. You are ready to give them not just
all they need but also all they could want.

I think of this when I approach the sacrament of Confession. Time
and time again I walk up to the door of that little room, a list of oft
-repeated sins in my hand and a sense of shame on my heart.

Here I am again, Jesus. Back for more mercy. Hope you haven 't
run out.

He hasn’t yet. He never will. “Coraggio,” He whispers deep in my
heart, “take more.”

“When the people saw the sign He had done, they said, ‘This is
truly the Prophet, the one who is to come into the world.”” — John
6:14
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Job opening at St. Thomas More for a front desk Receptionist
Multi-line telephone system, communication skills,
Microsoft Office skills, and other job skills are needed.
Please send your resume to Sheila Juneau:

Jjuneau@stmbr.org



