July 21, 2024

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road)

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

Buddha was once threatened with death by a bandit, and he said to the bandit, “Be good enough to fulfill my dying wish. Cut
off the branch of that tree.” With one flash of the sword, it was gone! “What now?” asked the bandit. “Put back the branch,”
replied Buddha. The bandit laughed and said, “You must be crazy to think that anyone could do that.” “On the contrary,”
stated Buddha, “It is you who are crazy to think that you are mighty because you can wound and destroy. That is the task of
children. The mighty know how to heal and build.” It is the task of children, not of the mighty to destroy. In the world
today, there seems to be a lot of children among grown-ups who go around pulling down bridges that keep people together.
They want to divide people and keep them apart. The war in the Middle East, and the war between Russia and Ukraine, is
the result of the behavior of such children. These children among grown-ups provoke and indulge in conflicts and wars. War
not only kills, but also scatters. When will our society realize that the real test of power is not the capacity to make war, but
to make peace? Some people cannot be happy unless they hate others. The irrational hostility that some people vent upon
one another is nothing but the projection of self-hate. Self-hate is born from an empty life. It is this world divided by
conflicts, wars, hatred and grudges that we Christians are sent to heal and build bridges.

The readings this weekend urge us to become bridge-builders between people. One of the tasks which faced the prophets in
the aftermath of the fall of Jerusalem, was to rebuild a shattered society. God spoke through Jeremiah, “You have scattered
my people and driven them away, but I will gather them again.” In the second reading, we see that St. Paul was concerned
with building a new society in which both Jews and Gentiles could find peace. He said, “Jesus came to announce peace to
those who are far off, and brought them near.” In the Gospel, we hear the heart of Jesus as He went out to the crowd, who
were like sheep without a shepherd. He was bridging the gap of alienation between the poor peasants of Galilee and the
religious leaders who never cared for them. Two thousand years have passed since Christ went around building bridges. But,
still society remains divided and hostile. One’s inhumanity to another makes countless thousands suffer. What is going on in
the Middle East and the war between Russia and Ukraine today, are examples of this division and hostility. Pope Francis
calls on all Christians, Jews and Muslims to pray for, and to work towards peace, especially in that part of the world.

It is the duty of all of us who enjoy the peace of Christ to commit ourselves to build bridges wherever there is division. We
have to see if we really enjoy this peace of Christ ourselves. In order to find out if we have this peace within ourselves, we
may have to go into a lonely place, all by ourselves and find out what do we lack in enjoying the peace of Christ. Maybe we
are too busy, even though we have all the things we need to make our lives easier, like computers, microwaves, refrigerators,
etc. We all suffer from chronic lack of time. We have time for everything else, except for ourselves and God. So, it is good
to take Jesus’ invitation seriously, and spend some time for ourselves and for God, and to examine our lives to see where we
are and where we ought to be. This may help us to experience happiness and peace. Once we experience the peace of Christ
in us, we will be able to work for peace in the world.

One day God got tired of people because they were always pestering Him, and asking for things. He said, “I am going to
hide for a while.” He gathered all His advisers and said, “Where should I hide? Where is the best place for me to hide?”
Some of them said, “Hide on the highest mountain peak on earth.” Others said, “No! Hide at the bottom of the sea. They will
never find you there.” And others said, “Hide on the other side of the moon. That is the best place. How will they find you
there?” Then, God turned to His most intelligent angel and asked him, “Where do you advise me to hide?” The intelligent
angel smiled and said, “What I am going to say may sound crazy, but I am sure that it is the best place in today’s world. I
suggest that you hide yourself in the human heart. That is the last place they will think of.” Isn’t that funny? The human
heart is the place we should always turn to, and yet, that is the place we go to the least. Let us pray that we may do
everything possible to experience the peace of Christ in our lives, so that we can become people who are involved in
building bridges and bringing peace into divided hearts, divided societies, and a divided world.

God Bless You,

Fr. John




Christian Formation
Christian Formation

Registration: You can now register

your child for religion classes that

begin August 19th. Forms can be
found online and in the Christian
Formation Office.

Parent Meeting: July 30 at 6:00pm
in the Activity Center

Catechist Meeting: July 31 at
6:00pm in the Activity Center

Volunteers are needed at your Church!
Can you serve in one of these important ministries?
We need you!

Altar Server, Eucharistic Minister, Lector, Usher,
Bereavement Committee, Sacrament Receptions, Food
Pantry, or the Zippers Thrift Shop.

Please call the Church Office to sign up. Thanks!

All Night Eucharistic
Adoration begins at 8:00pm on
Friday, August 2nd and ends
with 8:00am Mass on Saturday,
August 3rd. Sign up sheets can
be found in the back of Church.

izations
Catholic Daughters will have a meeting on Thursday,
August 1st at 7:00pm in the Activity Center.

Knights of Columbus will have their meeting at 6:00pm in
the Activity Center on Thursday, August 1st.

Donuts will be served on August 4th after 7:30am Mass in
the Activity Center.

Pro-Life Rosary on August 17th at 4:00pm.

Mission Appeal Masses on July 27-28

Fr. Veerchand will be at all of our Masses on July 27th & 28th for
our Annual Mission Appeal. He will be making an appeal for his
Order, “The Indian Missionary Society, Ranchi Region.” The
members of the Ranchi Region work in North India, among
indigenous communities. Most of our missionaries are from that
community. They are still living in the forest and mountains, far
away from civilized society. Government development works do not
reach that area. They are systematically displaced and deprived of
their land. They have no proper housing, hospitals, food, water,
roads, etc. The missionary members work to acquire their faith
formation, education, run orphanages, repair old homes, and help
with drug rehabilitation centers and job centers. The fund is also
used for the formation of future priests. The Ranchi Region
Missionary is most appreciative for your generous donation.

who were married on July 12th!

Congratulations and Marriage

Blessings are extended to

Jennifer Lynn Windham
and
Connor Paul Manola

Vocations
Can you preach the Gospel to
others? Will you follow Christ
as a priest, sister, brother or
deacon? Talk to your priest or
reach out to Father Josh
Johnson at 225-336-8778 or
email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations

The Sanctuary
Candle burns in memory
Patsy Ramagos.

Prayers and Sympathy are
extended to the family of
Norman Comeaux, Jr.
upon his death.

R.C.I.A. Open House

Wednesday, August 21st
6:30pm in the
Church Office.

A Please call Carolyn Dupuy
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August 1, 15 & 29 at 7:30am

You can reach them at
225-506-8622.

Stewardship of Finance

Total Collection for Julyl4th: $14,093.33

Peter’s Pence Collection: $794.00



16™ SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

When he disembarked and
saw the vast crowd, his heart
was moved with pity for them,
for they were like sheep
without a shepherd; and he
began to teach them many
things. - Mk 6:34

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Readings for the week of July 21, 2024

Sunday: Jer 23:1-6/Ps 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6 (1)/Eph 2:13-
18/Mk 6:30-34

Monday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4,
5-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18

Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8/
Mt 12:46-50

Wednesday:  Jer 1:1, 4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15 and
17/ Mt 13:1-9

Thursday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/
Mt 20:20-28

Friday: Jer 3:14-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 13:18-23

Saturday: Jer 7:1-11/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a, and 8a, 11/
Mt 13:24-30

Next Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18
(see 16)/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15

Greek Islands Trip in September 2025
Meeting on Sunday, July 28th
at 5:00pm
Clubhouse Bistro, Plaquemine
Please contact Donna Kirkland at
225-803-6013 or
via email: donnakirkland@gmail.com

Bulletin Ad Campaign
Getting started is
easy, here's how! p— Please consider advertising
e [ : in our bulletin. You can
obtain a flyer from the back
of Church and scan the
Free Ad Desi QR code.
Bals il The ad flyer can be found on
senvices with every advertsement package. & our webSite, t00.
; e ( Your ad will appear on our
s =05 website.
- Free ad design with LPL.
gl ; Please call 800-950-9952
et fe e : S and ask for Sean
S —— =1 Altenberger or go to:
e, QR BEESS wyww 4lpi.com/advertising-
o, U solutions
e
LTI wmsz  We would greatly appreciate
a8 : your support!




Prayer for Protection against
Storms and Hurricanes
Our Father in Heaven, through the
intercession of Our Lady of Prompt
Succor, spare us during this hurricane season
from all harm. Protect us and our homes from
all disasters of nature. Our Lady of Prompt
Succor, hasten to help us. We ask this through
Christ Our Lord. Amen.

FEELING CALLED TO
SERVE?

BECOME A FOSTER PARENT
NYAP.ORG/FOSTERCARE

@ CONVERGING ROADS' s

200

SEXUALITY & FERTILITY IN MEDICINE

AUGUST 17,2024 | 9:15 AM - 5:45 PM | IN PERSON AND ONLINE
FRANCISCAN MISSIONARIES OF OUR LADY UNIVERSITY | 5414 BRITTANY DR, BATON ROUGE, LA

S FOR MORE
, INFORMATION
SREE  ORTO REGISTER

CONTINUING EDUCATION AVAILABLE FOR:

Physicians | Physician Assistants | Nurses
Nurse Practitioners | Chaplains | Social Workers

FRANCISCAN

T
—— The Roman Cathokc Dioceseof —— MISSIONARIES
PRESENTED BY STJQHNIEAQ}“ ’@BATON ROUGE @ommm

Fete-Dieu du Mississippi,
Blessing Louisiana and the
Mighty River

Wednesday, August 14th &
Thursday, August 15th
8:00am Mass @ St. Joseph’s
Cathedral on August 14th
Procession with the Blessed
Sacrament to the
Mississippi River follows Mass.
The Flotilla will depart at
10:30am toward Plaquemine.
For more information on these
events, please go to:
www.fetedieuduteche.org




