
 

 

 
OFFICE: 225-749-2189  

WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil .................................................................................. 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday ................................................................... 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ................................................... 8:00 a.m. 
Friday ........................................... 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m. 
First Saturday of the month only...................................................... 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday .................................................................................. 3:30–4:15 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ……………..7:40 a.m. or by appointment 
 
 

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Arun John, IMS  ........................................................................... Pastor 
Dana Babin …………………………………………………….. Bookkeeper 
Candice Breaux ………………………………………Youth Group Minister 
June Hebert ……………………………….. Director of Religious Education 
Sara Hernandez …………………………………………………….Janitorial 
Jayne Jason …………………………………………………Child Protection 
Layne Mire ………………………………………………….Parish Secretary 
Lil Stutes ………………………………………………….Mother’s Day Out 
Celeste Veillon ……………………………………………….Music Director 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday–Thursday 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Office closed for lunch 12:00–1:00 p.m. 

 
BAPTISM 

Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also 
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the 

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday.  Parents should 
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation 
program, preferably early in pregnancy.  Parents are 

encouraged to register in the parish and actively practice 
their faith. 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

Inquiries – Please call the Church Parish Office. 
 

MARRIAGE 

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to  
proposed wedding date. Preparation program  

is required. Couples should be actively  
practicing their faith. 

 

CARE OF THE SICK 
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible. 

Communion calls to homebound weekly by request. 
Please notify the office if someone is homebound. 

 

CHRISTIAN BURIAL 
Family should contact the Pastor to begin  

funeral arrangements. 
For Cemetery information, please call  

Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333. 
 

PRAYER LINE 
Please call the Church Parish Office. 

402 South Kirkland Drive (River Road)     P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719 



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
After a fire destroyed his mansion, basketball star Kareem Abdul-Jabbar told reporters: "My 
whole perspective changed. I think it's important for me now to spend time with my son Amir 
and appreciate other things besides basketball." Kareem was fortunate. He heard what many 
people have never heard, God's voice speaking to him through events. He saw what many 
people have never seen, that life contains more important things than name and fame. 
 
To the disciples who asked Jesus, "Why do you speak in parables?" He answers, "Because 
they look but they do not see, and they hear, but they do not listen or understand." So, Jesus 
spoke in parables in order that people may listen and understand. But there are some who do 
not understand no matter the form or way that Jesus speaks to them.  Though they see, they 
pretend to be blind, and even if they hear, they pretend to be deaf.  Jesus speaks to us every 
moment through our parents, friends, teachers, the word of God, Sacraments and life  
experiences.  Do we listen to him? Most often the reason why we don't see or hear is because 
we refuse to; or we don't want to because we are full of ourselves. It can also be the fear of 
responding to the message we get from what we see or hear.  We seem to be happy and  
content with what we are and any change seems to be challenging to us.  In the parable of the 
Sower, Jesus doesn’t focus on the Sower or the seed, but the responsiveness of the soil. The 
good soil resembles the heart that is responsive to God's message. It remains open to the 
growth of the seed. Whether it produces a hundred, sixty or thirty fold, this is not a great  
concern, for each one can produce only according to the capacity that God has given.  The 
question is, given the capacity, how well does the soil cooperate with the seed and facilitate its 
growth within? God rewards not necessarily the quantity of our success, but the quality of our 
efforts. 
 
In this parable the seed represents the message of God's reign: His kingdom, His will, His 
commandments. The soil stands for the various types of members in the Church. There are 
those who hear and to a certain extent accept God's message; but they lack perseverance and 
conviction and the word remains ineffective. A business man once said to Mark Twain, "I 
want to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land before my death. I want to climb to the top of 
Mount Sinai and read the Ten Commandments aloud." Mark Twain replied to him, "You 
could do something even better, you could stay in your Boston home and keep them." It's not 
enough that we just hear the Word, but we have to practice it and live it. We need not be  
doing great things nor go to great places to be responsive to God's message. We can respond 
to God's message by living His word, or through life-events in simple ways. We heard Jesus 
saying in the Gospel, "The Word must be rooted in the heart, sprout and produce abundant 
fruit." We can also hear God's life-giving words in many life experiences. God can speak to us 
very powerfully through pains and problems, our imperfections and weaknesses, and through 
agonizing ambiguities of human life, especially in death, the darkest of all. Hearing the word 
must lead us to mature faith. It should grow and enable us to overcome obstacles on the way 
to Christian living. God's Word can become our seeds of life by putting them into practice.  
 
Only those who hear the Word and put them into practice know how immense and powerful it 
is, and how it produces fruit in our life and in the lives of others.  Just think for a moment of 
the tremendous good done by the parents of Mother Theresa. Though much of the good has 
been accomplished by her, it would not have happened if they had not raised her in the man-
ner they did. Our efforts of putting God's word into practice may be small, but that does not 
matter. A single act of kindness can be multiplied in God's hands. We are called to adhere to 
God's word both in adversity and prosperity, and not to falter when setbacks and persecutions 
confront us. As hearers we must respond with our whole heart, and meditate on its meaning 
and power. As Christians we are expected to live the gospel and proclaim it through our lives. 
Pray that we are able to hear the Word, live it, and thus proclaim the Word through our lives.  
 
God Bless You, 
Father John 
 



 

 

The Sanctuary  
Candle burns in  

memory of  
Gerald Caillouet.  

Sympathy and prayers 
are extended to the  

families of  
Don Hood 

and 
Jerry Myhand 

upon their deaths. 

St. John the Baptist Parish 

Finance Committee Members 

Dana Babin 

Carolyn Dupuy 

Father Arun John 

Drew Maciasz 

Laurie Moreau 

Arron Pierre 

David Toups 

Stewardship of Finances 
 

Total Collection for July 2nd:   $18,762.78 
 

Peter’s Pence Collection:   $931.00 
 

Total Collection for July 9th:  $9,078.00 

Please join us on the journey to  
discover the Catholic Faith by  

enrolling in the R.C.I. A. program. 
We will have an Open House on 
Wednesday, August 23rd in the 

Church Office at 6:30pm.  
If you have any questions, please call  

Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.  

Mark Your Calendar! 
Ministry Appreciation Dinner-  Saturday,  

August 26th at 5:30pm in the Activity Center 
 

Feast on the Levee-  Sunday, October 8th 
 

SJB Card Party-  Monday, October 30th in the 
Activity Center 

Beginning August 1st, the 
Candles located in the 

back of Church will  
cost $5.00 each.  



 

 

W.B.R. Historical  
Association presents: 

Christmas in July Card Party 
on Monday, July 24th 

10:00am-3:00pm 
W.B.R. Community Center 

in Port Allen 
To register, please contact 

Amanda Moak,  
225-300-4674.   

The cost is $30 per person. 
 

Readings for the week of July 16, 2023 
Sunday:  Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:1, 11, 12-13, 14 (Luke 8:8)/
  Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9  
Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8/ 
  Mt 10:34-11:1  
Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a/Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34/ 
  Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7/ 
  Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday: Ex 3:13-20/Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-27/ 
  Mt 11:28-30 
Friday:  Ex 11:10—12:14/Ps 116:12-13, 15 and 16bc,  
  17-18/Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6,  
  8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Next Sunday:   Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 (5a)/
  Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 


