July 14, 2024

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Yolume 56, No. 28

St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

ST. JOHN 72 BAPTIST
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road)

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

In today's Gospel, Jesus entrusts His disciples with the mission of preaching about the Kingdom of God. In their
preaching and in their mission, firstly they need to help the people to desist from their sinful ways in order to
accept the ways of God. Hence, they need the people to repent. Their second mission was to heal the sick. For a
complete healing, one needs forgiving love. The disciples have to teach the people to love everyone, even their
enemies. So, their mission was to preach repentance and to help people to forgive, and to love everyone.

To make their mission successful, Jesus asked them to strive toward simplicity: that is, take no food, no sack, and
no money. They were to wear sandals and were asked not to take an extra tunic. He stressed the need for gentle
behavior and tolerance, "Wherever you enter, stay there until you leave that town” (Mk 6:10). The apostles were
asked not to use force or compulsion, "If anyone does not welcome you and the people refuse to listen to you,
leave after shaking the dust off your feet” (Mk 6/11). What Jesus wanted them to do was to lead a life of utter
simplicity, have total faith in God, dedicate themselves to selfless service, and also be gentle and tolerant in their
dealings with people. We see that the disciples through their preaching and healing, were living witnesses of God,
and thus lived worthy of their call. We are all sent to preach. We are all missionaries. There is no better way of
preaching God's word than by our own lives and examples. As the saying goes, "Actions speak louder than
words." The selfless and charitable works of Mother Theresa, and thousands of many other men and women of
good will, who have sacrificed their lives for the poor and needy, are a demonstration or living witness of the
Gospel. All of us, as individuals or families, or groups or organizations, can become witnesses of Jesus' Gospel. It
becomes easy for us when we are able to follow Jesus' instructions, and keep God as the center of our human
hearts and families.

The Abbot of a monastery was asked by the visitors, how was it possible that all the monks in spite of their
different origin, attitude, and education made one family? The Abbot replied symbolically, “Imagine a wheel. It
has a rim, spokes and nave. The rim is the wall which keeps everything outward together; from the edge of the
wheel run the spokes to the center and it is held together by the nave. The more the spokes come closer to the
nave, the more they come closer to one another. Now the Church, or community, or family is the rim. The spokes
are us, each member of the family or the community. The nave is Jesus, who is at the center of the community,
and who keeps us together.” The visitor was surprised, for he understood something important. The Abbot
continued, “Just as the spokes come closer to one another, and as they come closer to the center; in the same way,
the more the members come closer to Jesus, the more they come closer to one another. It means that we truly and
completely come closer to Christ, the center of all human and spiritual community. Only in this way can we live
with and for one another, and become an example for others to follow.”

All of us are called by God to be missionaries, proclaimers and witnesses to others of His Word. Whether you are
an accountant, a lawyer, a clerk, a doctor, a musician, an executive, a teacher, etc., you are sent out to preach,
heal, teach, witness and share the good news.” In short, you are to evangelize. Sad to say, many still have the idea
that the call of Christ is addressed only to apostles and their successors, the bishops, the priests and the religious.
This is not true today. Every Christian is commissioned to a ministry of love and justice by virtue of their baptism
and confirmation. A lot of our Catholic members seem reluctant to talk about their faith, or share their religious
experience in public. So, let us ask ourselves, are we faithful to our mission? Let us ask the Lord’s Grace to be
faithful to our mission of preaching the Gospel, especially through our lives.

God bless you all,
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Christian Formation

Christian Formation
_Registration: July 20-21 after all Masses
in the Activity Center

Parent Meeting: July 30 at 6:00pm in
the Activity Center

Catechist Meeting: July 31 at 6:00pm in »
the Activity Center g B
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The Sanctuary
Candle burns in memory
of Melvin Whaley
and
Cameron Whaley.

Children’s Church
9:00am & 11:00am Masses
July 21
August4 & 18
September 1 &15

Prayers and Sympathy are
extended to the family of
Marie Troxclair Kocke
upon her death.

All Night Eucharistic

EUCHARISTIC . ~/{/ “Friday, Augost 2nd and ends
ADORATION /& "R 8¢

: 3rd. Sign
AT QUR PARISH 4%

up sheets can

©LPi

Come join the Youth
Group this Summer!

For Middle School &
High School Students

Wednesday, July 24th

From 5:30-7:30pm
Activity Center

Stewardship of Finance

Total Collection for June 30th: $7,314.00
Building & Maintenance: $7,550.00

Total Collection for July 7th: $24,256.00

RELIGIOUS ED

-

oy

Adoration begins at 8:00pm on
with 8:00am Mass on Saturday,
be found in the back of Church.

Congratulations and Marriage
Blessings are extended to
Teresa Ford
and
Brennan Garriques
who were married on July 6th!

video at 5:30pm on
Wednesday, July 17th in
Christian Formation Room
One. All are welcome!

Vocations
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Are you being called to the
discipleship of Jesus as a priest,
sister, brother or deacon?
Talk to your priest or reach
out to Father Josh Johnson at
225-336-8778 or email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations

Upcoming Events

July 15th: Food Pantry Distribution at 8:30am at the
Activity Center

July 18th: Zippers Thrift Shop Sale at 7:30am

July 21st: Women’s Ministry Rain Barrel drawing after
11:00am Mass

July 27th-28th: Mission Appeal at all Masses

R.C.I.A. Open House
Wednesday, August 21st
=_7/| 6:30pm in the Church Office

Please consider a journey of
faith with us. You can call
Carolyn Dupuy,
225-276-6269,
with any questions.
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SCUBA: Vacation Bible School 2024



JESUS SUMMONED
THE TWELVE
AND BEGAN TO
SEND THEM OUT
TWO BY TWO.

- MK 6:7

15™ SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

Readings for the week of July 14, 2024

Sunday: Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14
(8)/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13

Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and
23/Mt 10:34,11:1

Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8/
Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10,
14-15/Mt 11:25-27

Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and
15, 16-18, 19-21/Mt 11:28-30

Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 11,
12abcd, 16/Mt 12:1-8

Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14/
Mt 12:14-21

Next Sunday: Jer 23:1-6/Ps 23:1-3, 3-4, 5,6 (1)/

Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34

WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference
A Spiritual Spa, Come to the
Living Waters
Saturday, July 27th from 8:00am-3:00pm
Our Lady of Mercy, Baton Rouge
Featuring Mass with Bishop Duca, Lunch, Confession,
Shopping, Adoration and a Fun Raffle
For more information, visit: CatholicVineyard.com

Upcoming Events at the Diocese of Baton Rouge

July 21st: Maronite Mass at St. Sharbel Church at 11:30am;
for more information, go to: sharbel.org

August 8th: Understanding the Church’s Teaching on In
Vitro Fertilization with Dr. Christopher Ragusa from
6:00-8:00pm at the Catholic Life Center.

To register: diobr.org/ric-ivf

August 24th: Day of Fellowship & Formation for Prison
Ministry Volunteers with Father Fred Kammer, from
8:00am-1:30pm at St. George Catholic Church.

To register: diobr.org/pm-event



15™ SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Jesus summoned the
Twelve and began to

send them out two by
two and gave them

authority over unclean
spirits. The Twelve drove
out many demons,
and they anointed with
oil many who were sick
and cured them.
- Mk 6:7,13

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR
ORDINARY MOMENTS
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Shake Off the Dust

Our kitchen floor is at least 35 years old, and it’s the ugliest color
to come out of the ‘80s. But it’s a good, durable floor, and my
husband, bless his heart, guards it like it was a finely finished
hardwood imported from Brazil.

Every time the kids track mud and sand across its vinyl surface, he
immediately gets down on his hands and knees and lovingly wipes
the mess away. I’m too impatient to do this myself; we have kids,
so we 're going to have a dirty floor, is my attitude. But this is the
hill upon which my husband dies. On hands and knees, scraping
dirt off an almost 40-year-old floor, he is the silent, long-suffering
sentry, and if it kills him, he will keep these floors pristine. He is
Gandalf, and the dirt is the Balrog. You shall not pass.

“Shake the dust off your feet.” This is what Christ tells his
disciples to do when they, and his word, are rejected. Shake the
dust off your feet in testimony against them. Why does he say
that? It’s not an act of dismissal. It’s not a thumbed nose or a stuck
-out tongue. No, it’s an act of caution: Don 't bring it with you.
Leave it there.

When we walk through the world, we pick up a lot of dirt.
Misguided notions, disordered priorities, habits, and desires that
we never noticed until we realized they left a trail. We come into a
situation intending to do what is right, but somehow it all goes
sideways, and we walk away from it with detritus clinging to us in
places we don’t notice. They wouldn 't listen. Theyll see, we think.
Oh, they’ll see. They'll see how right I was. Pride and vengeance
hitch a ride on the soles of our feet, and we track them all through
the world.

What to do about this? You can be like me with my ugly old floor.
You can shrug your shoulders and say, “It happens, I guess. I’'m
only human. I meant well.”

But here’s what would be better: be like my husband. Get down
on your knees and get rid of the dirt. Stop the trail in its tracks.

“So they went off and preached repentance.” — Mark 6:12
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SEXUALITY & FERTILITY IN MEDICINE
AUGUST 17, 2024 | 9:15 AM - 5:45 PM | IN PERSON AND ONLINE
FRANCISCAN MISSIONARIES OF OUR LADY UNIVERSITY | 5414 BRITTANY DR, BATON ROUGE, LA

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
OR TO REGISTER

CONTINUING EDUCATION AVAILABLE FOR:
Physicians | Physici i | Nurses
Nurse Practitioners | Chaplains | Social Workers
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