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402 S. KIRKLAND (RIVER ROAD) • P.O. BOX 248 BRUSLY, LA 70719
OFFICE: 225-749-2189 • FAX: 225-749-1921
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil .................................................................................. 4:30 p.m.
Sunday .................................................................... 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday ................................................... 8:00 a.m.
Friday .......................................... 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only ..................................................... 8:00 a.m.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday .................................................................................. 3:30–4:15 p.m.
Tuesday thru Friday ........................................... 7:40 a.m. or by appointment

PARISH STAFF
Very Rev. Matthew P. Lorrain ............................................................. Pastor
Sammy Collura ................................................................. Permanent Deacon
Carolyn Dupuy ............................................................................ Bookkeeper
Pat Durbin............................................................................. Parish Secretary
June Hebert ………………………………..Director of Religious Education
Karen Lemoine ............................................................... Christian Formation
Celeste Veillon ....................................................................... Music Director
Larry Durbin ............................................................. Maintenance Supervisor
Richard Rabalais ......................................................................... Maintenance

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Friday 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:30–1:30 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass. Also
celebrated during Mass on the Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should call the
office to enroll in our baptismal preparation program,
preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are encouraged
to register in the parish and actively practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries – Call the Parish Office

MARRIAGE
Contact the pastor at least 6 months prior to proposed
wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered immediately, if possible.
Communion calls to homebound and hospitals weekly
by request. Please notify the office if someone is
homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the pastor to
begin funeral arrangements.

PRAYER LINE
Call Judy Thousand, 749-9257 or the Parish office

" Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you
when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward will be great in heaven." - Mt 5:10-12a
Dear Parishioners,
We are celebrating another Mass for our Christian Formation students in grades K-8 this Tuesday, January 31, at
approximately 5:45 p.m. Parents are of course welcome to
attend the Mass together with the students and teachers.
As announced on Facebook, our parish is starting a new
Mother’s Day Out program beginning in the fall of 2017.
Mother’s Day Out is part time child care that encourages
learning and social skills in children. It will operate from
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and is
available for 1, 2, and 3 year olds. In addition, families may
choose to bring their children either two or four days per
week. For more information, please contact Katie Roettger
at MDOStJohn@gmail.com.

ing and meditation while in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament.
We are blessed to have excellent public schools in our parish which serve the vast majority of our parishioners. Our
families are also fortunate to have the availability of Catholic schools nearby. Holy Family School in Port Allen has its
Open House this Thursday, February 2, from 8:00 a.m. –
2:00 p.m., and St. John Interparochial School in Plaquemine
has its Open House also on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. in St.
Clement Chapel, with school day tours available on Friday,
February 3, by appointment.
In Christ,
Father Matt

Don’t forget the Catholic Men’s Conference to be held on
Saturday, February 11, 2017, at Sacred Heart Church in Baton Rouge, beginning at 7:30 a.m. and ending with the 4:00
p.m. Vigil Mass. Speakers include Dr. Brant Pitre from
Notre Dame Seminary, Fr. Michael Champagne of the Community of Jesus Crucified, Sr. John Thomas Armour of the
Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia, and Mr. Mark Hartfiel,
national program director for That Man is You. For more
information and to register, please visit http://
www.catholicmenbr.com/.
Saturday, February 11, 2017, is also the feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes and the 25th World Day of the Sick, and so we will
offer the Anointing of the Sick on that day immediately
following the 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass. Please encourage those
who are struggling with health problems to attend this Mass
and Anointing of the Sick so that we can support them in
prayer as they receive the special grace of this sacrament.
We will again use the Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos crucifix to implore the intercession of Blessed Seelos during our
anointing service.
Our Parish Pastoral Council is once again sponsoring a
raffle for Valentine’s Day. First prize will be a gift basket
containing champagne, chocolate, and a gift card for dinner
at a fine restaurant. Second and third prizes include a dozen
roses and a bottle of wine. Tickets are $5.00 and are available for purchase after all Masses. The drawing will be held
on Sunday, February 12, immediately following the 11:00
a.m. Mass.
Our monthly 12 hour period of adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament begins at 8:00 p.m. this Friday, February 3, and
ends with 8:00 a.m. Mass on Saturday, February 4. All are
invited to sign-up for an hour of prayer and adoration during
the night or early morning. You are free to sit or kneel in
silent prayer, or pray the rosary, or engage in spiritual read-

VOLUNTEER DRIVER NEEDED FOR SJB
FOOD PANTRY
We need a driver once a month (Fourth
Monday of each month) to pick up supplies from
the Baton Rouge Food Bank. If you can help,
please call the Parish Office (749-2189).

Congratulations to the following young people who
celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation here this past
week:
Cody Alford
Harrison Hymel
Paige Alford
Amethyst LeJeune
Benjamin Avants
Stevie LeJeune
Dara Badon
Sydney Lockhart
Gabrielle Bellelo
Gabrielle Mancuso
Courtlyn Bergeron
Annemarie Peaby
Cassidy Blanchard
Marina Perrone
Dylan Bonaventure
Corynn Picard
Anna Bordelon
Garrett Roberts
Logan Brou
Demi Smith
Ariana Ciprano
Madison Soniat
Cody Conner
Ashley Templet
Connor David
Tyler Theriot
Celeste Denova
Codi Willis
Logan Dupont
Hope Willis
Ashlin Hebert
Jade Woods

A PRAYER FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Blessed are you, O Lord our God You give us time for growing
and learning
And you give us the gift of Catholic education.
May we, with your servant, St. Thomas Aquinas, hank you for our
schools.
And with your servant, St. John Baptist de LaSalle, we thank you
for our teachers..
And with your servant, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, we thank you for
our learning.
And with your servant, St. John Bosco, we thank you for our faith.
And with your servant, St. Katharine Drexel, we thank you for all
your gifts to us.
As those holy men and women have been your servants, help us
also to serve you and work toward a faith-filled future.
AMEN

PRAYERS & SYMPATHY are extended to
Victor Canella & family upon the death of
his mother, Lena Canella. She was also the
sister of Ms. Katie Scalise. Please keep
them in your prayers.
STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCES
January 22, 2017
213 Identified- - - - - - - -$ 6,844.00
Loose Collection- - - - 709.00
TOTAL- - - - - - $ 7,553.00
BUILDING FUND
November—$12,161.20
December—$12,378.00
BALANCE ON LOAN—December 31, 2016
$275,725.15

A VOCATION VIEW
If you are willing to respond to a religious vocation, do not
be afraid that you will not know what to do or what to say.
The LORD promised that He will put His words into your
mouth, but you must be open to His speaking to and
through you. If you think God is calling you, call Father
Andrew Merrick at 225.336.8778, amerrick@diobr.org.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Sunday February 5, 2017
 Communion Service for K.C. Members & their
families at 7:30 am Mass.
 Coffee & Donuts will be served after
7:30 am Mass.

ALTAR SOCIETY
Thanks to Josie & Eldon Delaune for cleaning the church
during the month of January. Cleaning for February will be
done by Carolyn Bourgeois (776-3325). Please give her a
call to offer your help.
BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE
Thanks to Ruth Landry for chairing the committee for the
month of January. Chaircouple for February will be Geri &
Bill Schneider (749-3508). Please give them a call with any
concerns.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
God dwells among His people in the
flesh of Jesus Christ, born in
Bethlehem, present in the Eucharist.
God is made present in the Holy Eucharist at Holy Mass
for us to receive as our Spiritual Food. He dwells in our
tabernacle and is enshrined in the monstrance for us to
adore. He will be with us until the end of time.
All night Eucharistic Adoration is Friday, February 3rd
At 8pm thru Saturday, February 4th at 8am.
Sign-up sheets are in the foyer of Church.
For more info, contact Julie@749-8260 or Mary@324-5289
Readings for the Week of January 29, 2017
Sunday:
Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146/1 Cor 1:26-31/
Mt 5:1-12a
Monday:
Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31/Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday:
Heb 12:1-4/Ps 22/Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday:
Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103/Mk 6:1-6
Thursday:
Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24/Heb 2:14-18/
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32
Friday:
Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27/Mk 6:14-29
Saturday:
Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23/Mk 6:30-34
Next Sunday: Is 58:7-10/Ps 112/1 Cor 2:1-5/
Mt 5:13-16

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 2016-2017
Donna Badon
John Begue
Maria Bertrand
Jamie Bourg, Secretary
Chris Buckle, Chairman
Deacon Sammy Collura
Stacy Gauthreaux
Jules Lefeaux
Mark Loreno
Fr. Matt Lorrain
Jason Murphey
Andrea Smicker
Toni Tolar, Vice-Chairman
John Windham

4th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
"Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven." Here, in a nutshell, is the Christian belief about the afterlife. We trust that heaven is open to believers who accept
the gift of salvation and follow the way of the Lord, even (or
especially) when that way is difficult!
The beatitudes in today's Gospel give us a program for following the path to heaven. These famous words offer a kind
of twofold image. There are, on the one hand, the beatitudes
about what we should do and be: poor in spirit, meek, merciful, clean of heart, and peacemakers. Such qualities are
reflections of the nature of God in whose image we are
meant to live. When we embrace and reflect this image to
the world, there is no doubt we are walking on the path of
God's will.
Then, there are also the beatitudes about what we are called
to endure: mourning, hunger for righteousness, persecutions
and insults due to our belief in Jesus. These are the trials
that often beset the life of a faithful Christian--admittedly
more so in some ages and areas than in others. But Jesus
makes it clear that even these trials and struggles are a sign
that a Christian is on the right path, not that God has abandoned him or her, but that the reward of heaven lies around
the corner.
One of the greatest consolations of our faith is that even
when life does not unfold according to our own perfect designs, even when there is suffering to deal with, even when
we do not have great success in the eyes of the world, we
can maintain hope and peace as we await the "reward" of
the just. The eternal happiness of heaven will be worth every ounce of temporary trial here on earth.

