January 15, 2023

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

Yolume 55, No. 3

402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road) P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil......ooeeiieeie e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ..........cccceeeveerevceenieneeneenieennenes 8:00 a.m.
Friday....cccooeeveviieciieiieieeieceenen, 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only............cceevveviieciiiciiiierieeeee 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATULAAY ..ot 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..ot e Bookkeeper
June Hebert ...........ooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, Director of Religious Education
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......ooooviniiniii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES « vt Mother’s Day Out
Celeste Veillon .........ouvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Music Director
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass. Also
celebrated during Mass on the Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should call the
office to enroll in our baptismal preparation program,
preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are encouraged
to register in the parish and actively practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

Inquiries — Please call the Parish Office.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call the Church Parish Office.
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Dear Parishioners,

A kite was consumed by envy of the eagle. The kite wondered, “How come he can fly so high? Everyone admires him and
no one admires me.” One day the kite sees a hunter and calls out to him to shoot the eagle. The hunter replies that he would
need to add some feathers to his arrow for it to reach the eagle. The kite pulled one of his best feathers and gave it to the
hunter. That was not enough to reach the eagle. So, the kite pulled another and then another and yet the arrow was not quite
able to reach the eagle. Before long all the kite’s best feathers were gone and he was no longer able to fly. The hunter simply
turned around and shot the kite as his catch for the day. The moral of the story: envy and jealousy consume the person who
harbors them before the person for whom they are harbored.

There is a difference between envy and jealousy. Envy is dissatisfaction with what belongs to us and coveting what belongs
to another. We can envy people for their looks, their possessions or their relationships, wishing we could take their place.
Jealousy, on the other hand, is the fear that what is ours may be lost to another. Both envy and jealousy rob people of their
inner peace as they devise ways to eliminate the person they perceive as standing in the way to their personal fulfilment.

Looking at the way things are in our world today, it would seem that envy and jealousy are normal human traits. The
example of John the Baptist shows us that true personal fulfilment and greatness lies not in whether we are better than
others, but how faithful we are to our God-given roles in life. Not many people like to hear that the person who succeeded
them is doing better than they did. In that matter, John the Baptist is a rare example. John started the Kingdom-of-God-
movement. Jesus succeeded him as leader of the movement after Herod imprisoned John and had him executed. Yet
whenever John speaks of Jesus, he speaks of Jesus as better than him. He describes Jesus as the bridegroom and himself as
only his best man (John 3:29). Notice how he introduces Jesus to his own disciples in today’s gospel, "Here is the Lamb of
God who takes away the sins of the world!” This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me
because he was before me” (John 1:29-30).

As a result of this endorsement, two of John’s disciples left him and followed Jesus (John 1:37). These were the first
disciples of Jesus according to John’s Gospel. John summarized his whole attitude to Jesus in one statement: “He must
increase, but [ must decrease” (John 3:30). Why is John so content and satisfied with playing second fiddle rather than vying
with Jesus for the limelight? First of all, because he knows exactly who Jesus is, “He who comes after me is really greater
than me because he existed before me” (John 1:30). Secondly, John knew that the reason that he came into this world was
only to prepare the way for Jesus.

Why did we all come into the world? What is God’s plan for our life? If we do not have a personal answer to this question,
chances are that we will spend our life chasing after everything and nothing, in a rat-race of envy and jealousy with those we
perceive as better than us. Instead of living and working in harmony and cooperation with others, people who do not know
the reason for their being here, are often driven by rivalry and competition.

If we look at the flowers in the field, we find them in different colors; yet, all of them are beautiful. All are beautiful because
they have their different purposes. As we come to the long period of Sundays in ordinary time marked by the liturgical color
green, let us have John the Baptist before us as a great example of what it means to be ordinary. The truth is, there is much
greatness in being ordinary. Even though John felt he was not worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals, Jesus did say about him,
“Among those born of women, there has risen no one greater than John the Baptist” (Matthew 11:11). Let us pray that we
may be humble enough to realize the true purpose of our life here on earth and live in fulfilling that purpose.

God bless you,
Father John



CHRISTIAN FORMATION

March for Life: January 16-21, 2023 in
Washington, D.C. for young adults

Confirmation: January19 at 7:00pm
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

The Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass is
scheduled for Sunday, February 19, 2023 at 2:00pm
at St. Aloysius Catholic Church,

2025 Stuart Avenue, Baton Rouge.

Bishop Duca will celebrate this Mass for the
Anniversaries of 25, 50 and 65 years during the
year of 2023.

To register, please contact Layne at the Church
Office to complete the necessary form
before January 31st.

Can you be a servant to
God and a light to others?
Is God calling you as a
priest, deacon, brother
or sister?

If so, please contact
Father Josh Johnson,
225-336-8778,
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit:
www.diobr.org/vocations
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Prayers and Sympathy
are extended to the
families of
Maggie Dunn
and
Caroline Gill
upon their deaths.
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memory of |
Bill & Mercedes
Garlington.

Cub Scout Pack 39 will have a
Pancake Breakfast fundraiser on
e February s5th in the Activity

PANCAKE
\{ (/ £ ( Center beginning at 6:00am.

P
c’ | Please help make this
o ||

%0 o event a success!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

¢ Altar Server Training for children only will be at

5:00pm on Tuesday, January 17th in Church.

+ The Respect for Life Mass will be on January

21st at 8:30am at St. Joseph’s Cathedral.

¢ W.LN.E. Catholic Women’s Conference is on

January 28th at Our Lady of Mercy Church.
Please go to: Catholic Vineyard.com for more
information.

STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCES
January 1, 2023
203 Identified: $18,181.00
Loose Collection: =+ 547.00
Total: $18,728.00
Solemnity of Mary $1,950.00
December Building Fund $9,517.00
January 8, 2023
158 Identified: $8,530.00
Loose Collection: +791.00
Total: $9,321.00

Ministry Drive
January 21 & 22 after
all Masses
We are in need of Altar
Servers, Eucharistic
Ministers, Lectors and
Ushers. Ifyou can serve
in any of these ministries,
please complete the
online form on the home
page of our website
and return it to the
Church Office.
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24 SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

“Now | have seen and
g p testified that he
i3 R is the Son of God”
SR y -Jn 1:34
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55 P £ Excorpts from the Lactionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970
Readings for the week of January 15, 2023
Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-3/
Jn 1:29-34
Monday: Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5,9 and 10c¢/
Mk 2:23-28
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: Heb 7:25—8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17/
Mk 3:7-12
Friday: Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12, 13-14/
Mk 3:13-19
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 3:20-21

Next Sunday: Is 8:23—9:3/Ps 27:1,4, 13-14 (1a)/
1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17
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St John the Baptist Parish Council Members 2023-2024
Christian Benoit
Bob Bewick, Vice Chairman
Grayson Brewer
Christie Chapman, Secretary
Justin Clouatre
Horace Crochet, Chairman
Paige Fitzgerald
Janice Hebert
Fr. Arun John, IMS
Mary Claire Meyer
Joey Normand
Edana Robnett
Derek Scott

St. John the Baptist Parish
Finance Committee Members
Betty Cain
Carolyn Dupuy
Father Arun John
Drew Maciasz
Laurie Moreau
Arron Pierre
David Toups



