December 8, 2024

\\\\\

402 South Kirkland Drive (River Road)

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday.......cooooviiiiiiiiii 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... o Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..o.oivitieiie e Bookkeeper
Christel DUpOnt ......oovvvuiiiiiiei e Receptionist
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ...........ooevuiiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovoriniiiii e Parish Secretary
Lil STUtes ..o Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

Yolume 56, No. 49

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should

call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

Advent is a time not only for making external preparations for the feast of Christmas; but also, for internal
preparation and inner reflection. How will we prepare? Today's Gospel gives us the answer: Repent for your sins.
Do penance and prepare the way for the coming of the Lord. We all like changes in the structure of society,
changes in the Church, and changes in the world. The Prophet Isaiah says, “Every valley must be laid low,
winding ways straightened and rough roads smoothed.” The Gospel does give an impetus for change. Just read the
newspapers or listen to the television news, and you will hear about how many people wander around today
through the valley of darkness of hatred, misunderstanding, war and enmity. You will also hear about many who
are being exploited, persecuted and misused. We all feel the need for a change. Let us then ask ourselves as the
Jews once asked St. John the Baptist, “What should we do?" St. John tells us there must be a change. You must
convert yourselves and change yourselves. St. John does not say to go and convert others. He says to convert
yourselves. This means that we should not meddle in other people’s business, and we should not be engrossed in
thinking why others are not changing themselves. First, we have to change ourselves and give our lives the right
orientation. Conversion should take place within our own hearts. Most often we are concerned about other’s sins
and conversion, rather than our own. We feel complacent thinking that we do not commit grave and mortal sins,
but others do, and therefore they should change. We neglect ourselves and do not see the need to change our lives.

Two men once visited a holy man to ask his advice. "We have done wrong actions," they said, “and our
consciences are troubled. Can you tell us what we must do that we may be forgiven and feel clear of our guilt?"
"Tell me your wrong doings,” said the holy man. The first man said, "I have committed a great and grievous sin."
"What about you?" the holy man asked the second man. "Oh, I have done quite a number of wrong things, but
they are all quite small and not at all important." The holy man considered the matter for a while. "This is what
you must do," he said at last. "Each of you must go and bring me a stone for each of your misdeeds." Off the men
went. The first man came back staggering with an enormous boulder, so heavy that he could hardly lift it. With a
groan, he let it fall at the feet of the holy man. Then along came the second man, cheerfully carrying a bag of
small pebbles. He, too, laid his bag at the feet of the holy man. "Now," said the holy man, "take all these stones
and put them back where you found them." The first man shouldered his rock again, and staggered back to the
place from where he had taken it. The second man could only remember where a few of his pebbles had lain. After
sometime, the second man returned and said that the task was too difficult.” You must know my son, that sins are
like these stones. If a man has committed a great sin, it lies heavy on his conscience. But if he is truly sorry, he is
forgiven and the load is taken away. If a man is constantly doing small things that are wrong, he does not feel the
load of guilt, and is not sorry. Such people continue to remain in the state of sin. So, you see, it is as important to
avoid little sins as big ones."

Therefore, no matter whether our sins are great or small, it is important to repent and come back to God and
change our lives. Sin is turning away from God. Conversion is turning toward Him. Sin destroys our relationship
with God and with one another. Conversion re-establishes it. Sin punishes and conversion heals. During this holy
season of Advent, Jesus is asking us to turn toward Him, and to re-establish our relationship with Him. He wants
us to be healed of our sinfulness and our infirmities. Pray today that the Lord may help us to prepare ourselves for
this coming Christmas by prayer, penance and conversion of heart.

God bless you all!

Fr. John



CHRISTIAN FORMATION

First Reconciliation: There will be a 1st Reconciliation
Retreat for Parent and Child from 9:00am-12:00pm on
Saturday, December 14th in the Activity Center.

First Reconciliation is Wednesday, December 18th at
6:00pm.

Come join the Youth Group!

For Middle School & High
School Students

Sunday, December 15th
From 4:30-6:30pm
Activity Center

Advent Penance Service

Our Advent Penance Service
will be at 6:00pm on
Wednesday, December 18th
in conjunction with
First Reconciliation.

Advent Week 2

VN B3 e The Sanctuary Candle
burns in memory of
Monica Prejean Sevin.

Please welcome this child to
our faith community who was
baptized on November 3o0th:

Ellis Christopher Black
son of Nathan & Chelsea Black

Vocations

A voice is calling, Is Christ
calling you to a vocation as a
priest, deacon, sister or
brother? If so, please talk to (3
your priest about your
interest in this vocation or
reach out to Father Josh
Johnson at the Vocations
Office at 225-336-8778 or
email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations

We had a beautiful day on Sunday, November *
24th for our Eucharistic Procession! Thanks to
everyone who played a part in this celebration!

' will be held at

i 6:00pm on Sunday,

| December 15th
in Church.

Please join us!
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Please join the Women’s
MinistlJ'y Group after the [} H B | SIMAS
6:00pm Taize’ Concert for G AHU“NG
caroling and hot chocolate
in front of Church on Ty é {‘
Sunday, December 15th. o
It will be fun! i T

Christmas
Decorating of the
. Church
s Saturday, December
21st at 9:00am
81 Sign-up sheets can
]! be found in the back
4 of Church to
volunteer to help
with decorating our
Church.

Stewardship of Finance

November 24th:
137 Identified givers: $13,119.00
Loose Collection: $755.00
Total Collection: $13,874.00



2ND SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.”
- Lk 3:4
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Readings for the week of December 8, 2024

Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 (3)/
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6

Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12,
13/Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday:  Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/
Mt 11:28-30

Thursday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38 or
Lk 1:39-47

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/
Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16,

18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Zep 3:14-18a/ls 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (6)/
Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18

Next Sunday:

v

MEN’'S WBR ACTS RETREAT
St. John the Baptist & Holy Family
Jan 30, 2025 — Feb 2, 2025

Application Period Now Open!
Deadline to apply: Dec 30, 2024

Scan QR Code below for more info and application

=154 =]

Christmas Mass Schedule:
Christmas Eve, December 24th, Masses will be at
4:00pm & 6:00pm
Christmas Day, December 25th, Masses will be at

8:00am & 10:00am

New Year’s Day Mass: Wednesday, January 1st at 8:00am

Blood Drive with Our Lady
of the Lake
Sunday, December 15th
7:00am-1:00pm
Blood Bus will be in the
Church parking lot.

Save a life! Give Blood! BLOOD DONATION

BE A HERO GIVE BLOOD

A Trip to Croatia, Poland & Medjugorje with
Father John

September 22-October 3, 2025
12 day Pilgrimage through Nativity Pilgrimage:
info@nativitypilgrimage.com or by calling,
832-406-7050

Cost for this trip is $4,799 per person. Details can

be found in the brochures in back of Church. You
will need a passport. A deposit of $300 is

required when you register.

It will be a great adventure!

The Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton Rouge
is requesting help with their “adopt a family program”
for the holiday season. There are about 200 families
in need. If you would like to help with this program,
please call them at 225-336-8700.

The Catholic Daughters will
host a Rosary in
honor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe at the Grotto
at 5:00pm on Thursday,
December 12th.

All are welcome!
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Knights of Columbus Catholic Youth
Leadership Award
Applications are available to local Catholic senior
high school students that must be sponsored by a
local K.C. member. One boy and one girl will be
selected. To apply, go to the K.C. State website:
louisianakc.org/for-members/program/CYLA
Or use the QR code on the bulletin board found in the
back of Church. Applications must be submitted

by January 25, 2025.



