December 29, 2024

402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road)

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday.......cooooviiiiiiiiii 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... o Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..o.oivitieiie e Bookkeeper
Christel DUpOnt ......oovvvuiiiiiiei e Receptionist
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ...........ooevuiiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovoriniiiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StUtes ..o Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

The Holy Family

Yolume 56, No. 52

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should

call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

A teacher was teaching his Sunday school kids about the importance of family and things that money cannot buy.
“Money can’t buy laughter and it can’t buy love”, he told them. To illustrate his point he asked the kids, “What
would you do if I offered you $100.00 not to love your mother or father?” The whole class fell silent.

Finally, a small voice queried, “How much would you give me not to love my big sister?”” Evidently it is easier to
love vertically than horizontally. The love between parents and children, or grandparents and grandchildren, come
easier than the love between siblings. On this Feast of the Holy Family, the second reading reminds us of the need
to love one another, since we are all children of the one family of God. When we speak about the Holy family,
what comes to mind is the family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. There is another family of God, the family of the
children of God. The reading reminds us of the great mystery of God’s love, which has made us into real children
of God, and that is what we are. St. John tells us two things: First, we are God’s children, and secondly, on the
last day we will become like God. To quote the reading, “Beloved, we are God’s children now, what we shall be,
has not yet been revealed. When it is revealed, we will be like Him for we shall see as He is.” St. John establishes
the fact that we are God’s children, and therefore we are family. He is not saying that we should be, or we will be
family in the future, but that we are family now. When we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, we celebrate
ourselves as God’s children, because we are also a holy family.

After establishing who we are, St. John goes on to point out how we should conduct ourselves in the light of who
we are. He says that as children of God we have a twofold responsibility: First, we should believe in the name of
His Son Jesus Christ, and secondly, we should love one another just as He commanded us to. We can describe
this responsibility as faith and neighborly love, or love of God and love of neighbor. True children of God are
those who strive to live by the twofold commandment of love of God and love of one’s neighbor. Here again, we
see the two dimensions: vertical dimension and horizontal dimension. Among these two, the vertical appears to
be the easier one. It is fairly easy to proclaim our faith in God and our love for God in pious hymns and prayers.
The test of our love lies in the horizontal dimension: in measuring our love in terms of practical love for our
neighbor. St. John says, “Those who say, ‘I love God’ and hate their brothers and sisters are liars; for those who
do not love a brother or sister who they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen” (1 John 4:20).

On this Feast of the Holy Family, the Church invites us through the first letter of St. John, to put in practice what
we are. If we are family, then let us live like a family. We can start by making our natural families more into
loving homes. To measure how much we are contributing into making our family a loving home, we should ask
ourselves how much of the three A’s—Attention, Affection and Appreciation, are we giving to each and every
member of our family? We all need to give, as we receive these three A’s, in order to love and feel loved. Next to
our homes, the Church should be our family, an extended family where we give and receive love. Take time today
to look at your own family: your father, mother, brother, and sister, and ask yourself, do I need to give a little bit
more attention, affection and appreciation to them? Once you start being more loving in your own home, then you
can look at your neighbors, and then your Church family. When we do this, we will be taking practical steps in
living like members of the family of God that we are.

God bless you and Happy New Year!
Father John




Christian Formation

There will be NO Religion classes for grades K-8 from
December 16-January 8 for the Christmas and
New Year’s holidays. Religion Classes for K-8 resume
on January 13th.

Children’s Church
9:00am & 11:00am Masses
January 5 & 26

February 2 & 16
We need Volunteers to lead Children’s Church.
Opportunities are available during 9am and 11am
Masses. Volunteers are scheduled S or 6 times a year. If
interested, please contact Jayne Jason at 225-749-3387
or via email: jjason@sjbbrusly.com

New Year’s Day Mass
Wednesday, January

1st at 8:00am

All Night Eucharistic
Adoration
begins at 8:00pm on
Friday, January 3rd and
ends with 8:00am Mass on
Saturday, January 4th. Sign
up sheets can be found in
the back of Church.
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Vocations
The Shepherds heard the good
news from the Angel, while
tending their flocks. Can you
share the good news of our
Savior with others? Please
consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon, sister or brother.
Please talk to your priest
about your interest in this
vocation or reach out to
Father Josh Johnson at the
Vocations Office at
225-336-8778 or email him:
jiohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations

The Zippers Thrift Shop will be closed
to all donations beginning now through

January 12th. The Zippers are grateful
for your donations throughout
the year!

Please welcome this child to
our faith community who was
baptized on December 15th:

Theodore Thomas Saale
son of Daniel & Amanda Saale

Our next Baptism Seminar is
at 6:00pm on Wednesday,
January 8th in Christian
Formation Room One. Please
call the Church Office
to register.

Congratulations and Marriage
Blessings are extended to
Madelyn Claire LeDoux
and
Vincent Christopher Armetta

who were married on
December 16th!

The Sanctuary Candle [ g
burns in memory of
Ann Guillot.

Please lend a hand and help
remove the Christmas
decorations from our Church
after 11:00am Mass on
Sunday, January 5th.

The Food Pantry distribution will
be held at 8:30am on
Monday, January 13th at the
Activity Center.

Stewardship of Finance
December 15th:

201 Identified givers: $13,979.83
Loose Collection: $759.00
Total Collection: $14,738.83

Collection for the Retirement of the Religious: $4,743.00

There will be a 2nd Collection for the ACTS
Retreat at all Masses on January 4th-5th.
Thanks for your support!



THE
HOLY FAMILY

“Rise, take the child

and his mother and go
to the land of Israel, for
those who sought the
child’s life are dead.”
- Mt 2:20

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Readings for the week of December 29, 2024

Sunday: 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 (see
a)/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52

Monday: 1Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Lk 2:36-40

Tuesday: 1Jn2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/In 1:1-18

Wednesday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3,5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/
Lk 2:16-21

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28

Friday: 1Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34

Saturday: 1Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

tions

Organizal
Catholic Daughters will have a meeting on Thursday,
January 16th at 7:00pm in the Activity Center. ’

Knights of Columbus will have their meeting at 6:00pm
in the Activity Center on Thursday, January 16th.

Donuts will be served on January 5th after 7:30am Mass
in the Activity Center.

Pro-Life Rosary on January 18th at 4:00pm.
Women’s Weekend Retreat, g e
“Bloom where He plants you,” is
planned for March 21-23, 2025. This
opportunity will include spiritual
insight, time for reflection, and meeting
and visiting with other women of faith. R
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THANKS to Carolyn Bourgeolis and her group for
cleaning the Church in December. Please contact
Mary Delapasse, 225-610-6531, to help during the month
of January.

THANKS to Janice & Joel Hebert and their team for the
Bereavement meals in December. Please contact Ruth
Landry, 225-749-3101, to assist in January.

Pictured below is The Zippers Thrift Shop
Christmas Party that was held on December
13th at Cinclare Plantation.

A Trip to Croatia, Poland &
Medjugorje with
Father John

September 22-October 3, 2025
12 day Pilgrimage through
Nativity Pilgrimage:
info@nativitypilgrimage.com
or by calling, 832-406-7050
Cost for this trip is $4,799 per
person. Details can be found in the broch

ures in
back of Church. You will need a passport. A
deposit of $300 is required when you register.

K.C. Calendar Winners for December
Edana Robnett; Kate Elgiar; Terry & Suzie Naquin; Jessica
Keys; Janet Middleton; Tyler Davis; Hubert & Ella
Metrejean; Patty Templet; Cindy Olano; Kim Kaiser; Shana
Blanchard; Nick Patrick; Lonnie & Frannie Mabile; Bert
Lorio; Donna Dupont; Dana Kimble; Katherine Bergeron;
Karl Mabile; Hunter Austin; Mitchell Callais; Debbie
Barbier; Antonio Maradiaga; Arleen Lavergne; Jason
Campo; Allie & Trent Alford; Ricky Blanchard; Stacy
Schexnider; Cindy Breaux; Kayla & Dylan Tempanaro;
Evelyn Williams; Floyd Blanchard

It will be a great adventure!

On Saturday, January 18th, St. Alphonsus
will host a conference, “Defenders of the
Faith, Strengthening the Soul for the
Battle,” at their Activity Center from
8:30am-5:45pm. Please register by
January 8th: www.alphonsus.org

Men’s W.B.R. ACTS Retreat
St. John the Baptist and Holy Family
January 30-February 2
The application process is open through December
3oth. Flyers can be found in the back of Church. You
may also use the QR code on the bulletin board.




