December 24, 2023

Fourth Sunday of Advent
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St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

.

402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road) P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Celeste Veillon ........oooeiiiiiiiii e, Music Director
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

Olivia, a five year old girl, and her best friend Claire were participating in a nativity play at school. Claire was playing the
part of Mary and Olivia was playing the part of an angel. Before the show, a young boy was going around the dressing room
repeating, “I am a sheep, what are you?” Each child responded politely to him, including Olivia, who proudly declared that
she was an angel. The boy then turned to Claire, still struggling into her costume with her mother’s help, and repeated to
her, “I am a sheep, what are you?” Claire simply said, “I am Mary.” Realizing he was face to face with a leading character,
he felt the need to justify his own role. “It is hard being a sheep, you know”, he said with all the seriousness of a 5-year-old
actor with a big part. Claire’s equally serious response was humorously profound. “Yes,” said Claire innocently, “but it is
also hard being a virgin, you know.” In Luke’s Gospel annunciation scene, we are face to face with one of the great
doctrines of the Christian faith, “the Virgin Birth”. There are two great reasons for accepting it: First, according to the
Gospel of Luke and Matthew, Jesus was born of Mary, without a human father. Secondly, it is natural to argue that if Jesus
was indeed a special person, then he would have a special entry into the world. Since Mary’s conception was through God’s
direct power, her virginity was unaffected before her natural husband. The angel told Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you and the power of the Most-High will overshadow you”. The word overshadow refers to the divine presence and
power. The angel makes it very clear, “The child will be holy and will be called Son of God”. In fact, all the readings of
today focus on the circumstances leading up to the first coming of Jesus, and the Gospel in particular, emphasizes the key
role of Mary in the work of our salvation. Mary could play this major role in the history of salvation because she was willing
and courageous enough to say “YES” to God, even if it was to go against the social expectation.

As we draw near to Christmas, the Church is asking us:

A. Like Mother Mary, can we say a courageous “YES” to God and become part of his salvific Plan? True obedience
comes from free choice made in the light of what is true and good. Such a decision often requires a great deal of
courage, because it can involve going against the norms of social expectation. True obedience also aims at accepting
what God clearly wants us to do, or what He wants to do through us. Jesus’ own moment of greatness, like Mary’s,
occurred when he said, “Yes” to His Father. We can take Jesus” own obedience as our best model. The question is,
will we surrender to God and allow God to do what seems impossible to us? This means surrendering our agenda,
our will, and our world to God; and allow God’s Kingdom, His will and His agenda to become a reality through us.
When we give a wholehearted “Yes” to Jesus and Mary, we allow Jesus to be reborn in us.

B. Will we try to learn God’s Plan for our lives? The Good News in today’s Scripture message is not only that God is
making provisions for the salvation of His people, but also that He has a plan for each individual person. Just as God
called Mary, He calls every mother to raise her child as Mary did. In many cases, our work for God seems rather
ordinary, but each ordinary task which we carry out fits into God’s plan in ways that we cannot yet understand. God
desires, that we love Him wholeheartedly. The Baby in the manger reminds us of what God has done, and is still
doing for us. What are we doing in return? We can show our gratitude to God by living as true followers of Christ.
We should be able to say, like Mother Mary, “Behold, here I am Lord, your humble and grateful servant! Let it be
done to me, according to your word.”

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
God bless you!

Father John



All Night Eucharistic Adoration

Friday, January 5th at 8:00pm
through Saturday, January 6th
at 8:00am. Sign-up sheets are in
the back of Church.

1st Saturday Mass is at 8:00am
on Saturday, January 6th.

The Sanctuary
Candle burns in memory
of the Deceased Members

of the Pitre, Miller,
Richard & Glod Families.

¢
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Announcements for the Holidays

There will be no n for K-8 from
December 18th through January 5th.

The Church Office will be closed from December 25th
through January 1st for the Holidays.

Mass Schedule for December 31/January 1:
Saturday, December 3oth: Mass at 4:30pm
Sunday, December 31st: Masses at 7:30am,
9:00am & 11:00am
Monday, January 1st: Mass at 8:00am

will be closed to donations from
December 15th— January 2nd. Sale dates for January, 2024
are: January 11th & 25th at 7:30am

Our next Baptism Seminar is at 6:00pm on Wednesday,
January 10th. Please call the Church Office to register.

hank Yo:

Thanks to Janice & Joel Hebert and their group for
the Bereavement meals in December. To help in
January, please call Ruth Landry, 225-749-3101.

Thanks to Carolyn Bourgeois and her team for
cleaning our Church in December. To help in
January, please call Mary Delapasse, 225-610-6531.

A BIG THANK YOU to all who helped make the
BLOOD DRIVE a success on December 10th!

Vocations Do
Do not be afraid to follow Jesus. | | 1Ot
Please consider following Christ B &
as a priest, deacon, sister or
brother. Please ree’lch out to A Jc raid

Father Josh Johnson at
225-336-8778 or email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit:

www.diobr.org/vocations ’_ b |

Children of the Nativity Carol Christmas Concert on
December 10th.

Congratulations to everyone
who received their
First Reconciliation
on December 20th!
Peace be with you!
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Sympathy and prayers are

extended to the family of

Daniel Joseph Hebert, Sr.
upon his death.

®- _ humble
: “*hearts

The Catholic Daughters will host
a Rosary, “A Year with Mary”,
on Feast days for Mary
throughout 2024. The first
Rosary will be at the Grotto in
front of Church at 5:00pm on
Monday, January 8th.
Please join them at the Grotto!

S W Women’s

d Bible Study

L.t 1 Walking With Purpose -
THE LORD Living in the Father’s Love

SWITHYOU 35 Bible Study begins on
WITI- January 9th during the day.
Lo Materials will need to be
5 purchased. If you wish to join
1 Y this group, please contact
Roxanne Loreno,
225-614-5424 or Pamela
LeDoux, 337-513-1334
by December 27th.

Stewardship of Finance
Total Collection for December 10th:
$10,613.00

Merry Christmas and thank you for
your generosity!
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4TH SUNDAY :
OF ADVENT

“Therefore the child to be
born will be called holy,
the Son of God.” - Lk 1:35

Readings for the week of December 24, 2023

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27,
29/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38
Monday: Vigil: 1s 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29/Acts

13:16-17,22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Night: 1s 9:1-6/Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/
Ti2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/
Lk 2:15-20
Day: 1s 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6/
Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5,9-14

Tuesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab,
16bc and 17/ Mt 10:17-22

Wednesday: 1Jn1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Thursday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8/Mt 2:13-18
Friday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35
Saturday: 1Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Lk 2:36-40

Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-
19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

Organizations
Catholic Daughters will have a meeting on Thursday,
January 4th at 7:00pm in the Activity Center.

Knlﬁts of Columbus will have their meeting at 6:00pm
the Activity Center on Thursday, January 4th.

Donuts will be served on January 7th after 7:30am Mass
in the Activity Center.

Pro-Life Rosary on January 20th at 4:00pm

KC Calendar Winners for December, 2023
Christopher Brewer, Corey Crochet, Joni Lacara, Anthony
Williams, Lawrence Williams, Janene Hebert, David Ducote,
John Little, Patsy Dupuy, Payton Gascon, Clint Templet,
Nicholas Smith, Hobie Hebert, Lance Gauthreaux, Lucille
Theriot, Ann Cazes, Mardell Loup, Kade Leonard, Stacey Frens,
Larry Vicari, Sr., Charlotte Burnett, Bert Lorio, Robert Sedotal,
Peyton Forrestier, Yvonne Sharon, Collin & Maddy LeBlanc,
Rita Guttirrez, Julien LeBlanc, Joann & Jose Leal, Jean Crites,
Paul Levert

+ = Please join Father Greg Daigle for an Epiphany
+ J Concert at 4:00pm on Sunday, January 7th at
*J ﬂ St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church in
+ & Plaquemine. You can purchase tickets for this
S, event by calling their Church Office,
,h 995.687-2402.



