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OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday.......cooooviiiiiiiiii 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... o Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..o.oivitieiie e Bookkeeper
Christel DUpOnt ......oovvvuiiiiiiei e Receptionist
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ...........ooevuiiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovoriniiiii e Parish Secretary
Lil STUtes ..o Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

Yolume 56, No. 51
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BAPTISM

Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should

call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

During Jesus' ministry, a woman in the crowd addressed him, "Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts
that fed you" (Lk11:27). This is like Elizabeth saying, "Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of
your womb." Later, we hear Jesus correcting the woman who praised his mother, saying, "Rather, blessed are
those who hear the word and keep it." This is like Elizabeth saying," Blessed are you who believed that the Lord's
word would come true." This means that Mary is doubly blessed: She is blessed because she is the physical
mother of the Savior. She is blessed again because she believed the Word of God. She believed God's word that
Elizabeth was pregnant. And once she believed, she acted and hastened to Elizabeth's house to serve her. It did
not matter to her that she was pregnant herself or that the road was long. What did matter to her was that God's
word was true and that His will should be done.

We all are called to blessedness and to holiness. What we need to do, like Mary and Elizabeth, is to believe, and
to believe that God's word is true. This means that we have to believe completely in His word and what He does
in our lives. Once we have this faith and trust in the Lord, then we need to act. In other words, we have to live our
faith. We need to look optimistically at all that happens in our lives and try to find meaning in it. No matter how
hard or unpleasant the situations that confront us are, we need to accept events and things as they come. Holiness
or blessedness is achieved not automatically, but by living our faith.

A student of the Torah came to his teacher and announced that, in his opinion, he was qualified to be ordained as
a rabbi. "What are your qualifications?” asked the teacher. The student replied, “I have disciplined my body so
that I can sleep on the ground, eat the grass of the field, and allow myself to be whipped three times a day." The
teacher replied, " See that yonder white ass, be mindful that it sleeps on the ground, eats the grass of the field, and
is whipped no less than three times daily. Up to now, you may qualify to be an ass, but certainly not a rabbi." To
be holy and blessed is not enough to just discipline our minds so that we can pray for hours, or discipline our
bodies so that we can suffer great amounts of pain. In the second reading we heard that God is not pleased with
burnt offerings and sacrifices, but that He is pleased when we do His will. So, what is expected of us? We must
follow God's word, especially His message of loving God and one another.

Today's Gospel presents us the encounter between Mary and Elizabeth. It's not simply a meeting to be together. In
their encounter an exchange takes place of a mutual understanding, a meeting of “You and I””. Both of them did
not think of themselves as the most important people in the world, rather they praised God. Elizabeth praises
Mary, and Mary praises God. Both of them sing of His greatness and mercy. We also meet various people in our
lives. There are people who do not necessarily need our money and goods, but just our love and friendship. Our
nearness can at times bring solace and healing to them. The more we give of ourselves to others, the more we
receive in return. The more we make others happy, the more we can rejoice. Perhaps this is the time given to us to
understand our own true selves, to turn to God, and to open our hearts and show generosity to others. Then, we
can experience the thrill of the encounter with God and with one another. Pray today that like Mary, we are able
to believe in God's word, and live that word in our lives by loving God and one another, by giving ourselves to
God and to others in service, so that we too can be called blessed and holy.

Merry Christmas and God Bless You!
Fr. John



CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Congratulations to all of our students who
received First Reconciliation on December 18th!

There will be NO Religion classes for grades K-8 from
December 16-January 8 for the Christmas and
New Year’s holidays.

Pictured below are the 6th Graders that

performed with bells at 9:00am Mass on
Sunday, December 8th.
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Children’s Church
9:00am & 11:00am Masses

January 5 & 26

We need Volunteers to lead Children’s Church.
Opportunities are available during 9am and 11am
Masses. Volunteers are scheduled S or 6 times a year. If
interested, please contact Jayne Jason at 225-749-3387

or via email: jjason@sjbbrusly.com
Vocations
Do
“Do not be afraid, for you
have found favor with God.” ﬂ ) {
Please consider a vocation as a
priest, deacon, sister or B @
brother. Please talk to your -
priest about your interest in H Jc ] d
this vocation or reach out to p
Father Josh Johnson at the p V'
Vocations Office at fa
225-336-8778 or email him: o -1

jjohnson@diobr.org Lo
or visit: www.diobr.org/ b
vocations

Rejoice! Rejoice!
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Christmas Eve, December 24th, Masses will be at
4:00pm & 6:00pm
Christmas Day, December 25th, Masses will be at
8:00am & 10:00am

New Year’s Day Mass: Wednesday, January 1st at 8:00am

Christmas Decorating of the
Church will be on Saturday,
December 21st at 9:00am.
Sign-up sheets can be found in
the back of Church to volunteer to help with
decorating our Church.

The Sanctuary Candle
burns in memory of
Vera Lucas.

Prayers and Sympathy are
extended to the family of
Donald Angelo Levatino
upon his death.

Stewardship of Finance
December 8th:

133 Identified givers: $7,922.00
Loose Collection: $903.00
$8,825.00

Total Collection:

Immaculate Conception Collection: $1,817.00

We will have a 2nd Collection for Emergency Assistance
on December 25th that will be retained in our Church
Parish. Thank you for your generosity.

Zippers Thrift Shop Sale
Dates at 7:30am
January 9 & 23
February 6 & 20 &
March 6 & 20 (.
April 10 & 24

hslmagh

AND*THE WORD BECAME FLESH %

You can reach them at
225-506-8622.

o ZJOHN 114



4TH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

“Blessed are you who
believed that what was
spoken to you by the
Lord would be fulfilled.”
- Lk 1:45

Readings for the week ofADecemb(;r 22,2024

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/
Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45

Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/
Lk 1:57-66

Tuesday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3,
4-5,27 and 29/Lk 1:67-79

Wednesday: Vigil: 1s 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/
Acts 13:16-17,22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Night: 1s 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3,11-12, 13 (Lk
2:11) Ti2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/
Lk 2:15-20
Day: 1s 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4,
5-6 (3¢)/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab,
16bc and 17/Mt 10:17-22

Friday: 1Jn1:1-4/Ps 97: 1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Saturday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7Tb-8/Mt 2:13-18

Next Sunday: 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 (see

5a)/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52

Knights of Columbus Catholic Youth Leadership Award
Applications are available to local Catholic senior high
school students that must be sponsored by a
local K.C. member. One boy and one girl will be
selected. To apply, go to the K.C. State website:
louisianakc.org/for-members/program/CYLA
Or use the QR code on the bulletin board found in the back
of Church. Applications must be submitted

by January 25, 2025.

_'i‘he K.C.s oooked and

served a red beans and rice meal
to the LSU students at the Christ the King Activity
Center on December 10th.

Women’s Weekend
Retreat, “Bloom where He
plants you,” is planned for

March 21-23, 2025. This
opportunity will include
spiritual insight, time for
reflection, and meeting and
visiting with other women
of faith.

Thanks to all of you who made s
our Blood Drive a huge success! /~><
You are a hero! BIVE THE GIFT OFBLOOD & ’

Men'’s W.B.R. ACTS Retreat
St. John the Baptist and Holy Family
January 30-February 2
The application process is open through December
3o0th. Flyers can be found in the back of Church. You
may also use the QR code on the bulletin board.

A Trip to Croatia, Poland &
Medjugorje with
Father John

September 22-October 3, 2025
12 day Pilgrimage through
Nativity Pilgrimage:
info@nativitypilgrimage.com

Notivfy

iy i orby calling, 832-406-7050
Cost for this trip is $4,799 per
person. Details can be found in the brochures in
back of Church. You will need a passport. A
deposit of $300 is required when you register.

It will be a great adventure!

Please join Bishop Michael Duca for the Opening
of the Jubilee Year of Hope at 10:30am Mass at
St. Joseph’s Cathedral on Sunday,
December 29th.

For more information, visit: DIOBR.ORG/JUBILEE

. Merry Christmas from
- Father John and the
= Church Office Staff.
. The Church Office will
be closed from
December 23rd-
January 1st for the
Christmas and New
Year'’s holidays.




