December 15, 2024

402 South Kirkland Drive (River Road)

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday.......cooooviiiiiiiiii 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... o Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..o.oivitieiie e Bookkeeper
Christel DUpOnt ......oovvvuiiiiiiei e Receptionist
June Hebert ..........oooviiiiiiiiii, Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ...........ooevuiiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovoriniiiii e Parish Secretary
Lil STUtes ..o Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

Third Sunday of Advent
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
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Yolume 56, No. 50

P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

BAPTISM

Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should

call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

In our own lives we sometimes experience helplessness. It may be when we deal with problems of our own or for
others. Sometimes, we come to a standstill not knowing what to do, or where to go. And we ask ourselves, what
should we do? Two groups of people come to John and asked similar questions. Among the latter were tax
collectors and soldiers. Their problem was: Who will be saved? And what must be done? So, John had to give
answers that would be appealing to each group, according to their occupations. He told the Jews, "If you have two
coats, give one to the person who doesn’t have one; and if you have food, do the same.” He is telling them to
share with other people. John tells the tax collectors, "Collect no more than your fixed rate." And to the Soldiers
he says, "Don't take anything by force or threaten the people by denouncing them falsely. Be content with your
pay." John's message was that all will be saved, because all are dear to God. We have to fulfill our obligations
honestly: the obligation of doing our daily tasks, the need for sharing our possessions, including food and clothing,
and the need to care for one another. John’s message is clear: God offers salvation to everyone, but those who
refuse to accept his brother in need and love, he departs from the way of salvation.

These words of St. John the Baptist echoes in each person's mind; because these words apply to all of us in one
way or another. It's good to ask ourselves: How do we carry out our daily duties and responsibilities? How do we
care for others? It may be for our own old parents, may be our handicapped children or someone who is related to
us. How do we treat others: strangers, poor, or ordinary people who do not matter very much to us? How much do
we share our possessions, food, clothing, or resources with the needy? Do we share our time with the sick and the
lonely? Are we content with the answers to these questions? Then it's evident that we have heard the preaching
of St. John the Baptist and found happiness in practicing it. In the second reading, St. Paul says, "Rejoice in the
Lord always. I shall say it again: Rejoice! May everyone experience your gentle and understanding heart."

This is the time for those who failed to practice St. John's message, to give it a try. Are we willing to try it? Our
faith must impel us to act justly or else it's an empty and sterile faith. How do we express our faith? Are we
satisfied by merely following the religious practices of devotions and prayers? If so, the devotions are only a mask
for our selfishness. On the contrary, our faith, prayers and devotions must motivate us to act. Mother Theresa in
her book, "In My Own Words," shares one of her experiences: "One day a young couple came to our house and
asked for me. They gave me a large amount of money. I asked them, "Where did you get so much money?' They
replied, "'We got married two days ago. And before we got married, we had decided not to celebrate the wedding
by buying wedding clothes, and by not having a reception nor a honeymoon. We wanted to give you the money
we saved.' ‘I know,’ she says, ‘what this decision meant, especially for a Hindu family.” That is why she asked
them, 'How did you think of such a thing?'' We love each other so much,' they answered,' ‘that we wanted to share
the joy of our love with those you serve.' ‘To share,” Mother Theresa says, ‘what a beautiful thing.”

If we really want to share or give, there are thousands of ways. What is important is the will to do it. Christmas is
a time of joy. For Christians, this is the greatest occasion to rejoice, because it is the celebration of the birth of our
Savior. Do we want to share this joy with one another, especially with the poor, the needy, the old, the lonely, the
sick? Then let us make a decision and do it. Pray today for that willingness to share and to go out of ourselves to
care, and to love, so that we can meaningfully celebrate Christmas, the birth of our Savior.

May God bless you all,
Fr. John



CHRISTIAN FORMATION

; - First Reconciliation and the
' Advent Penance Service is

B “+  Wednesday, December 18th
i at 6:oopm.

; “. There will be NO Religion classes
: for grades K-8 from
December 16-January 8 for
the Christmas and
New Year’s holidays.
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OF ADVENT“L

The Sanctuary Candle
burns in memory of
the Living and Deceased
Members of the Gatz
Family.
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SAVE THE DATE!!
The Women’s Ministry
Group is planning a
Retreat for
March 21-23, 2025.
Details to follow.

OPEN

Vocations

The spirit of the Lord is
calling! Will you follow Him
by choosing a vocation as a
priest, deacon, sister or
brother? If so, please talk to
your priest about your interest
in this vocation or reach out to
Father Josh Johnson at the
Vocations Office at
225-336-8778 or email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations

a208, Children’s Church
@ A 9:00am & 11:00am Masses
(ﬁlil g eﬁ‘ : December 15
Liturgy January 5 & 26
We need Volunteers to lead Children’s Church.
Opportunities are available during 9am and 11am
Masses. Volunteers are scheduled S or 6 times a year. If
interested, please contact Jayne Jason at 225-749-3387
or via email: jjason@sjbbrusly.com
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Christmas Mass Schedule:
Christmas Eve, December 24th, Masses will be at
4:00pm & 6:00pm

Christmas Day, December 25th, Masses will be at
8:00am & 10:00am

New Year’s Day Mass: Wednesday, January 1st at 8:00am

Christmas
Decorating of the
Church
Saturday, December
21st at 9:00am
Sign-up sheets can
be found in the back
of Church to
volunteer to help
with decorating our
Church.

Zippers Thrift Shop Sale

Dates at 7:30am
December 19

January 9 & 23

You can reach them at
225-506-8622.

STAY INFORMED

Please visit the Church website for posts, updates and
news: sjb-brusly.com

Please visit the Church facebook page for posts,

news, photos and videos:
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

Stewardship of Finance

Building & Maintenance Fund for November:$10,339.00

December 1st:

256 Identified givers: $21,719.50
Loose Collection: $773.00
Total Collection: $22,492.50

Thank you for your generosity!



Readings for the week of December 15, 2024

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/ls 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (6)/Phil 4:4-7/
Lk 3:10-18

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/
Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/
Mt 1:1-17

Wednesday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25

Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/
Lk 1:5-25

Friday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38

Saturday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-
21/Lk 1:39-45

Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/

Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45

St John the Baptist Parish Council Members 2024-2025
Christian Benoit
Grayson Brewer, Vice Chairman
Chris Buckle
Justin Clouatre
Horace Crochet, Chairman
Janice Hebert
Fr. Arun John, IMS
Chris “Fish” Kershaw
Suzanne Mouch
Maggie Prejean
Mike Prejean, Secretary
Edana Robnett

St. John the Baptist Parish
Finance Committee Members
Betty Cain
Carolyn Dupuy
Father Arun John
Drew Maciasz
Laurie Moreau
Arron Pierre
Danny Rabalais
David Toups

A Trip to Croatia, Poland &
Medjugorje with
Father John

September 22-October 3, 2025

mfo@nat1v1typ11gr1mage.com
or by calling, 832-406-7050
Cost for this trip is $4,799 per
person. Details can be found in the brochures in
back of Church. You will need a passport. A
deposit of $300 is required when you register.

It will be a great adventure!

Maintenance Committee
Richard Dugas
Joey Normand
Danny Rabalais

Nat Smith

Gary Tullier

FORMED.org:
Best Catholic Content all in one place: Movies, Programs,
E-books, Talks, Prayers and Guides
For an account: Click sign-up; Select “I belong to a Parish
or organization”; Find your parish by zip code; Enter your
email; and you are in!

Men'’s W.B.R. ACTS Retreat
St. John the Baptist and Holy Family
January 30-February 2
The application process is open through December
3oth. Flyers can be found in the back of Church. You
may also use the QR code on the bulletin board.

K.C. Calendar Winners for November

Mark Graffeo, Kim Deshotel, Justin Pate, Randy Mouch,

Gaetano Passantino, Sue Lockhart, Kendra Gomez, Larry
Peltier, Bert Lorio, Gertie & Eves Hebert, Ashley Stelly, Robby

Navarre, Janet Richarm, Missy Bertrand, Jennifer & Tim
LeJeune, Fish Kershaw, Jennifer Malbrough, Veronica Landry,

John Beadle, Johnny Blanchard, Barbara Theriot, Matt

Rowland, Glenn Landry, Jamie Bourg, Oscar Herrera, Eddie

Dean, Faith Landry, Cindy Landry, Michael Nicolosi, Billy Story

The Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton Rouge
is requesting help with their “adopt a family program”
for the holiday season. There are about 200 families
in need. If you would like to help with this program,
please call them at 225-336-8700.

Annual Bishop’s Appeal, 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope
Please consider a donation to Bishop Duca’s Annual
Appeal that benefits seminarians, the most vulnerable
in our Church Parishes, the poor, and brings hope and
the joy of Christ to those families in need. For more
information, please visit: diobr.org/baa




