
 

 

 
OFFICE: 225-749-2189  

WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil .................................................................................. 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday ................................................................... 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ................................................... 8:00 a.m. 
Friday ........................................... 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m. 
First Saturday of the month only...................................................... 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday .................................................................................. 3:30–4:15 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ……………..7:40 a.m. or by appointment 
 
 

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Arun John, IMS  ........................................................................... Pastor 
Dana Babin …………………………………………………….. Bookkeeper 
Candice Breaux ………………………………………Youth Group Minister 
June Hebert ……………………………….. Director of Religious Education 
Sara Hernandez …………………………………………………….Janitorial 
Jayne Jason …………………………………………………Child Protection 
Layne Mire ………………………………………………….Parish Secretary 
Lil Stutes ………………………………………………….Mother’s Day Out 
Celeste Veillon ……………………………………………….Music Director 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday–Thursday 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
Office closed for lunch 12:00–1:00 p.m. 

BAPTISM 
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also 
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the 

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday.  Parents should 
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation 
program, preferably early in pregnancy.  Parents are 

encouraged to register in the parish and actively  
practice their faith. 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

Inquiries:  Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269. 
 

MARRIAGE 

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to  
proposed wedding date. Preparation program  

is required. Couples should be actively  
practicing their faith. 

 

CARE OF THE SICK 
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible. 

Communion calls to homebound weekly by request. 
Please notify the office if someone is homebound. 

 

CHRISTIAN BURIAL 
Family should contact the Pastor to begin  

funeral arrangements. 
For Cemetery information, please call  

Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333. 
 

PRAYER LINE 
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269. 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
As someone once said, “Life is like a heady wine.”  Everyone reads the label on the bottle, but hardly anyone 
tastes the wine. That is why there is such a craving in each of us for a better life.  This search for a better life goes 
on, but sometimes we look for it in the wrong places. A better life can be found where God is. When we are away 
from God, life doesn’t seem to be good for us.  In such times, even a little unpleasantness can seem like a heavy 
burden for us to bear.  When we learn to live in the constant awareness of God’s presence, even the unbearable 
situations can seem easy to bear. Our God, in the person of Jesus Christ, literally entered into this material world, 
taking up the human form, experiencing suffering and death as we experience it, but dramatically rising from the 
dead. Therefore, God is with us, in the midst of our sins and sufferings, giving us an experience of His presence 
and raising us into a better life as Jesus was raised.  In the first reading, Isaiah tells us, “Here is your God. He 
comes with power and he comes like a shepherd feeding his flock.” This is so we can believe that God is here with 
us always.  
 
There is a story of a little fish in the ocean, who said to an older fish, “Excuse me, you are older than I, so can you 
tell me where to find the thing they call the ocean?” “The ocean is the thing you are in now,” replied the older fish. 
“Oh, this is water. What I am seeking is the ocean,” said the disappointed fish as he swam away to search  
elsewhere.  How many of us are looking elsewhere for a better life? We are living in the ocean of God’s  
presence, which is blissful in itself.  In order to experience God, who is with us, we need to have a “desert  
experience” like St. John the Baptist.  He was a voice in the desert heralding the Lord’s coming (Mk1:3).  I don’t 
mean that we all have to go into a physical desert, but we can go to any place where we can be alone with God and 
pray, or where we can really and truthfully experience the presence of God. This place can be a corner of your 
backyard, a nook in the basement, or a park bench.   
 
To pray one requires certain aids:  

- The first aid is simplicity. In a hectic life, or in a sophisticated life, we are easily enchanted by what is 
pretty, plastic, and superficial.  In order to pray, we have to get rid of this excessive baggage because it 
blocks our way to Christ, and to seeing things as they are.  

- The second aid is silence. We need to be still in order to be healed of our disturbed spirits. We need a place 
of quiet in order to calm our minds and hear God speak.  

- The third aid is solitude. We cannot allow ourselves to be driven all the time by an instinct to perform, to 
produce and to do many things. Sometimes we have to stand alone in solitude to discover who we are and 
who our God is.  

 
Look at the life of St. John the Baptist: the way he dressed, and the things he ate appeared strange to his  
contemporaries. He did it not to attract attention, but to see if such an experience could give him the intoxicating 
experience of God, and it did. Likewise, we too must experience what it is like, out of the ordinary pattern of  
human behavior. For example, what would it feel like to not go for all of the modern things we are lured into  
everyday? What would it feel like to eat a few meager meals for weeks in order to understand world hunger? What 
would it feel like to give one tenth of all I own to charity? When we do these things, we are getting away from the 
ordinary norms of society. With the commercialization of Christmas, Advent has seemingly lost its desert allure. 
During this Advent season, we have to be aware of these worldly allurements, and we need to enter into a  
symbolic desert experience in order to experience God, who is already here among us.  May our desert experience 
enable us to understand the need to be reconciled with God, the need to be forgiven by Him, and to be healed and 
renewed. I hope we all, as a family, will take the opportunity to participate in the Advent Penance Service, which 
will take place at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, December 20th.  
 
May God bless you all,  
 
Fr. John 
 
 
 



 

 

The Sanctuary  
Candle burns in 

memory of  
Biaggio Genusa, Sr. 

 

 
Sympathy and  

prayers are extended to 
the family of  
Beth Dugas  

upon her death. 
 

Stewardship of Finance 
 

Total Collection for November 26th:       $8,192.00 
 

Please consider a donation to the Bishop’s Annual  
Appeal.  Your contribution will aid our seminarians, 

shelter the homeless, care for the imprisoned, care for 
the poor, and serve those with special needs. 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 
First Reconciliation &  

Advent Penance Service 
Wednesday,  

December 20th 
6:00pm 



 

 

Readings for the week of December 10, 2023 
Sunday:  Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (8)/ 
  2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/ 
  Lk 5:17-26  
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/ 
  Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/ 
  Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab/ 
  Mt 11:11-15 
Friday:  Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19/
  Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54  
  (Is 61:10b)/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 


