December 1, 2024
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road)

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... o Pastor
Candice BreauX .........oovviviviiiiiiniiiiiiiieeinannnns Youth Group Minister
Betty Cain ..o.oivitieiie e Bookkeeper
Christel DUpOnt ......oovvvuiiiiiiei e Receptionist
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ...........ooevuiiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovoriniiiii e Parish Secretary
Lil STUtes ..o Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—-Thursday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

First Sunday of Advent
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

Yolume 56, No. 48
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P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

BAPTISM

Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should

call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL

Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.
For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



Dear Parishioners,

Some years ago while I was working in the United States, I could only go home for the holidays after three years.
When I arrived home, my mother lovingly scolded me saying, “Do you know how long we have been waiting for
you?” And I replied, “I understand Mother, you do know I could not wait to get here either.” I am sure we all go
through times of waiting. A woman stands at the end of a pier with her eyes scanning the horizon, as she awaits
her husband’s ship. A father climbs a hill to the lookout, exercising his hope that his younger son will come home
soon. Young parents wait with growing expectation for the birth of their child. An elderly man sits in a nursing
home, waiting for the day when his family will visit him. There are many parents, husbands or wives waiting for
their dear ones to come home from faraway places. All of us wait. We waited to be born, to be nourished, and to
be loved. Travelers wait for buses and planes. Students wait for the result of their exams. Young people wait to
get a job. Waiting is a part of life. We soon realize that life is not like a cup of instant coffee, there is always more
to life and people than we can fully grasp at any one time. So, we have to wait. Advent is a time when we are
reminded that we have to wait for God. We cannot fully grasp God, we cannot fully possess God, we can only
wait for God to let Himself be made known, to be revealed. And when we wait for God, we confess our own
incompleteness; we acknowledge that there is always more to God than what we know, and we proclaim our hope
in God. When we wait for God, our waiting becomes a prayer. We testify to our own poverty and to His greatness.

Advent calls us to wait for the Lord. The first Sunday of Advent liturgy underlines this waiting. In the first
reading, Jeremiah assures us that God will fulfill His promise of the Messiah. In our second reading, St. Paul
encourages us to conduct ourselves to please God as we wait for the Lord. The Gospel urges us to be vigilant and
awake, and pray for strength from on High. Advent calls us to wait for the Lord’s constant coming every day of
our lives. If we are awake, we can find the Lord popping up in the ordinary activities and possibilities of our lives.
If we are watchful, we will feel the Lord tapping on our shoulder when we meet our neighbor. If we are vigilant
and awake, we can meet Him in the supreme visits that He makes in a thousand ways. If we look with our eyes
wide open at creation, which reflects God; we will sense the presence of God, when the flowers of the earth are
springing up and the birds are chirping. Yes, we meet the Lord when we are prepared for life.

Advent is the countdown time for the celebration of Christmas. But Christmas is only a pointer to the constant
coming of Christ in our lives. When we go Christmas shopping and buy gifts suited to each person, Jesus is
apparent in the respect we show to the uniqueness of each individual. When we send Christmas cards with the
message of love, Jesus comes through the warmth and affection we express. He comes when we decorate our
homes and yards for Christmas. Jesus comes when we bring beauty into other people’s lives, and when we prepare
our Christmas family meal. Jesus comes through our readiness to make peace with all, and form one human
family. The Lord, who is willing to come as light, will flood the room with His light. God’s love is pressing
around us from everywhere, if only we can recognize it. For this we have to open our eyes and our hearts to the
presence of God. He is in and around us. Pray that this holy season of Advent may help us to recognize the Lord
in all we do, in the people we meet, and in the events that happen in our lives.

May God bless us all!

Fr. John



CHRISTIAN FORMATION

for K- : Sunday, December 8th at
9:00am. There will be no classes for K-8 grades on
December gth-11th.

First Reconciliation: There will be a 1st Reconciliation
Retreat for Parent and Child from 9:00am-12:00pm on
Saturday, December 14th in the Activity Center.

First Reconciliation is Wednesday, December 18th at
6:00pm.

Children’s Church
9:00am & 11:00am Masses
December 15

Do you feel called to proclaim God’s word in
Children’s Church? Opportunities are available during
9am and 11am Masses. Volunteers are scheduled 5 or 6
times a year. If interested, please contact Jayne Jason at
225-749-3387 or via email: jjason@sjbbrusly.com
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Come join the Youth Group!
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For Middle School & High | G
School Students >

YUUTH MINISTRY

Sunday, December 15th
From 4:30-6:30pm
Activity Center

AGHS

MEN’S WBR ACTS RETREAT
St. John the Baptist & Holy Family
Jan 30, 2025 — Feb 2, 2025

ACTS Men’s WBR
Retreat

January 30-February
2, 2025

Application Period Now Open!

Deadline to apply: Dec 30, 2024 There is a ﬂyer on the
Scan QR Code below for more info and application bu]].etin board in the
=R back of Church that
e contains thp QR code
to register.
Vocations
Be alert! Have hope. Ask the

Holy Spirit to guide you to a
vocation as a priest, deacon,
sister or brother. Please talk
to your priest about your
interest in this vocation or
reach out to Father Josh
Johnson at the Vocations
Office at 225-336-8778 or
email him:
jjohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations

All Night Eucharistic
Adoration
begins at 8:00pm on
Friday, December 6th and
ends with 8:00am Mass on
Saturday, December 7th.
Sign up sheets can be found
in the back of Church.

RATION

| The Catholic Daughters will
e host a Rosary in
\ honor of Our Lady of
{ (AN " Z Guadalupe at the Grotto
~ ﬁ - at 5:00pm on Thursday,
December 12th.
All are welcome!
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The Sanctuary Candle
burns in memory of
Patricia “Pat”
Ramagos.

Prayers and Sympathy are
extended to the families of
Rod Koberg, Jr. and
Jimmy LeMaire
upon their deaths.

) e ! Mass for the Immaculate

Conception will be
celebrated at 8:00am &
VIVASEIEARS  6:00pm on Monday,
. December 9th.
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Stewardship of Finance

November 17th:

191 Identified givers: $10,646.83
Loose Collection: $1.575.00
Total Collection: $12,221.83

Campaign for Human Development: $1,290.00

The K.C.s would like to thank these local businesses and you
for making their annual Tootsie Roll Drive a huge success:
Benoit’s Country Meat Block, Benedetto’s Market, J.W. Food
Mart & Spillway Sportsman. They raised $2,597.49 for the
mentally challenged in West Baton Rouge Parish.




15T SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

“And then they will see
the Son of Man coming
in a cloud with power
and great glory.”
- Lk 21:27

Readings for the week of December 1, 2024

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 (1b)/
1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25—28, 34-36

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/
Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/
Mt 15:29-37

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/
Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/

Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8
Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 (3)/
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6

Next Sunday:

A A ,@ Q * The Food Pantry distribution

will be held at 8:30am on
Monday, December gth at
the Activity Center.

Zippers Thrift Shop Sale

Dates at 7:30am
December 5 & 19

You can reach them at
225-506-8622.

The Bereavement Commiittee has lost several
members this year. If you would like to volunteer
to be a part of this Ministry, we would appreciate
your time and help. Each Committee Member helps
with meals for two months out of the year. Please call

Ruth Landry, 225-749-3101 to join this

important Ministry that serves our Church community.
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Taize’ Concert: Sunday, Deeember 15th at 6:00pm

Christmas Decorating of the Church: Saturday, December
21st at 9:00am. Sign-up sheets can be found in the back of
Church to volunteer to help with decorating our Church.

Christias Mass Schedule:
Christmas Eve, December 24th, Masses will be at
4:00pm & 6:00pm
Christmas Day, December 25th, Masses will be at
8:00am & 10:00am

New Year’s Day Mass: Wednesday, January 1st at 8:00am

Please join the Women’s
Ministry Group for Cookie
Decorating at 6:00pm in the
Activity Center on Friday,
December 6th. Please call
' Danielle Peavy, 225-572-3334,
to sign up for this event.

Knights of Columbus Catholic Youth
Leadership Award

Applications are available to local Catholic senior
high school students that must be sponsored by a
local K.C. member. One boy and one girl will be
selected. To apply, go to the K.C. State website:
louisianakc.org/for-members/program/CYLA

Or use the QR code on the bulletin board found in the
back of Church. Applications must be submitted

by January 25, 2025.

Blood Drive with Our Lady
of the Lake
Sunday, December 15th
7:00am-1:00pm
Blood Bus in the Church
parking lot
Save a life! Give Blood!

Blood Donation

SAVE A LIFE

St. Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church, Baton Rouge
Sunday, December 8th at 11:30am
Mass that will be followed by lunch and a spiritual talk
from Father Mitch Pacwa of EWTN
Please contact St. Sharbel, 225-337-0395, for more
information.

Remembering Our Children Candlelight Service
Sunday, December 8th at 6:00pm
St. Alphonsus Catholic Church, 14040 Greenwell Springs Road

This service is for anyone that is experiencing the loss of a
child. Come share in this evening of remembrance and hope.
For more information, please call 225-261-4650




