August 4, 2024

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Yolume 56, No. 31

St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

ST. JOHN 77 BAPTIST

o

42 Sout ir[cmcf Drive (River
OFFICE: 225-749-2189

WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

ad) P. O. Box 248, Brusly, Louisiana 70719

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the
Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should
call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.
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Dear Parishioners,

In a certain Mission Station in India where I worked, we had a dog that kept watch to see that no stranger walked
into the presbytery without being announced, and he would issue a few barks. I liked this dog and I fed him tiny
morsels of food that he enjoyed, and occasionally I played with him. Every time I came home, he showed his
delight in seeing me by running around me and wagging his tail. I felt flattered to be the center of such attention.
Then one day, it dawned on me that he sought me not for myself, but for the morsels of food that I gave him and
the time I spent entertaining him. I was disappointed because I realized that the dog sought me for the wrong
reasons. It is this kind of disappointment that Jesus is expressing in today’s Gospel when He said, “Amen, amen
I say to you, you are looking for me not because you saw signs, but because you ate the loaves and you were
filled.” In other words, they were looking for Him for the wrong reasons. They were looking for Him for what
they could get from Him, rather than to experience who Jesus really was.

Therefore, Jesus tells us today, “Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal
life.” It was obvious that they mistook Jesus as someone who could just provide them bread, and so failed to
realize that He was the Bread of life. Jesus was trying to convince them that He was not just someone who gave
them bread, but that He indeed was the Bread of Life, given by God as a gift to them; similarly, it was not
Moses, but God who had given their ancestors manna in the desert. A king, or a prime minister, or a president can
create a system where people are motivated to produce bread, but that doesn’t mean that they are the givers of the
bread. Jesus was trying to correct the understanding of the people, that they should not come to God only to
satisfy their physical hunger; but, they should be concerned also about satisfying their spiritual hunger. That
hunger can be satisfied only by Jesus, the true Bread of Life. In fact, today’s Gospel was a call by our Lord to
refine people’s priorities in life, and shift their concerns towards Him and His Kingdom. With the great miracle
of the multiplication of the loaves, Jesus had become very popular among the people. There was immense
excitement among the crowds concerning Jesus. He worked a massive miracle right in front of them. So, the
people who had followed Jesus, began to seek Him frantically and with great craze. However, Jesus was well
aware of the reason for their craze for Him, and the danger that lay in their motives of following Him. Hence,
Jesus is asking them to set their priorities straight. Jesus makes the same exhortation to us today: Set your
priorities in life and direct your concerns toward Him and His Kingdom.

Today the Lord is asking us whether we are satisfied by the bread, of having our prayers always heard and only by
the way that we want. Are we following the Lord for His own sake, as someone who becomes the Bread of Life?
Are we seeking the Lord only when we are given something or only when our prayers are answered? Can we grow
in our hunger for Jesus, the Bread of Life? Can we respond to His demand to give our lives in service to Him and
to His people, as He gave Himself for us? As Christians, we ought to be people who always set our aims high,
seeking Jesus and His Kingdom. Jesus must be the deepest satisfaction in our lives. Jesus, the Bread of Life,
especially by His Holy Word and the Holy Eucharist, invites us to dedicate our lives in seeking Him and Him
alone. As Christians, let us realize that the true fulfilment comes not by just making a living, but by making a life
in Jesus. May we not just be bread seekers, but sincere seekers of the One who is the True Bread of Life.

May God bless us all!
Fr. John
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8:00am & 6:00pm on Thursday, e
- August 15th. "& »
The Church Office will be closed

cmgmwmmm You can now

*6‘# THE ASSUMPTION OF M»ﬁRY

register 9yto:l:ur child for rﬁ,h%lon ﬁla;sl;orsl that(};egltrﬁ R.C.I.A. Open House
August 19th. Forms can be found online and in the )
istian F ti . Wednesday, August 21st 6:30pm in
Christian Formation Office O gL 2am o
Please call Carolyn Dupuy at
Please consider being a Catechist/Teacher on Monday 225-276-6269 to begin your
or Tuesday evening at 5:30pm for 3rd Grade or journey of faith.

Kindergarten. We need you!

Please contact June Hebert, 225-749-3387.
The Catholic Daughters will
host a Rosary for the
The Sanc}“um’y \\‘ Assumption of Our Lady at
Candle burns in memory | W OW W\@ \  5:15pm on Thursday, August
of Gale Thibodeaux. 15th at the Grotto.
Please join them.

Prayers and Sympathy are F WO PYWY&

extended to the families of - Vocations
Alan Ernest Ware \ S| Wil you share your faith with
PHIL 4:6 (S others? Is God calling you as a
and priest, deacon, brother or
Gwendolyn “Squeezer” ¥ sister? Talk to your priest or
Comeaux Martinez upon reach out to Father Josh
their deaths. Johnson at 225-336-8778 or
ki email him:
ohnson@diobr.o
E AL The Food Pantry distribution 01"u visit: ww@w.diobr.:grg/
will be held at 8:30am on vocations

Monday, August 12th at the

Activity Center. We are in the process of updating all data from our
: Membership Directory Drive. You are still able to obtain a
> form from the Church website or the Church Office. Please
Mg,tih e: ;D(;);gut MoJrher's Da Ou+ return your form to us as soon as possible.
Thursday, August 29th S#.Johm theBaptist
 9:00am-12:00pm b Zippers Thrift Shop Sale Dates
in the Activity Center
August 15 & 29 at 7:30am
Volunteers are needed at your You can reach them at
Church! Can you serve in one of 225-506-8622.
these important ministries?
We need you! Stewardship of Finance

Altar Server, Eucharistic Minister,
Lector, Usher, Bereavement
Committee, Catechist/Teacher,
Sacrament Receptions, Food
Pantry, or the Zippers Thrift Shop.

Total Collection for July 28th: $6,924.00
Mission Appeal: $4,027.00

CAUTION: The construction has begun for the
additional storage to the Activity Center. Please
be mindful of the fenced off area and do not cross
that barrier for your safety.

Please call the Church Office to
sign up. Thanks!

%



18™ SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Jesus said to them,
“Amen, amen, | say to
you, it was not Moses

who gave the bread

from heaven; my Father
gives you the true

bread from heaven. For

the bread of God is that
which comes down

from heaven and gives
life to the world.”

-Jn 6:32-33

,._;a Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Readings for the week of August 4, 2024

Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25,
54 (24b)/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-35

Monday: Jer 28:1-17/Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95,
102/Mt 14:13-21

Tuesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/
2 Pt 1:16-19/Mk 9:2-10

Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/

Mt 15:21-28

Thursday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19/
Mt 16:13-23

Friday: Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/Dt 32:35cd-36ab,

39abcd, 41/Mt 16:24-28

Saturday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9/
Jn 12:24-26

Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:4-8/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9
(9a)/Eph 4:30-5:2/Jn 6:41-51

Upcoming Events at the Diocese of Baton Rouge

: Understanding the Church’s Teaching on In
Vitro Fertilization with Dr. Christopher Ragusa from
6:00-8:00pm at the Catholic Life Center.
To register: diobr.org/ric-ivf

August 17th: Converging Roads-Sexuality & Fertility in
Medicine at the Franciscan Missionaries University in
Baton Rouge from 9:15am-5:45pm
go to: converging roads.com

August 24th: Day of Fellowship & Formation for Ministry
Volunteers with Father Fred Kammer, from 8:00am-1:30pm
at St. George Catholic Church.

To register: diobr.org/pm-event

Bulletin Ad Campaign

Please consider advertising in our bulletin. The ad flyer can
be found in the back of Church and on our website. LPI
offers free ad design and your ad will appear on our website.
Please call 800-950-9952 and ask for Sean
Altenberger or go to: www.4lpi.com/advertising-solutions

V4
We would like to thank our current [ Ei _|

advertisers and welcome any of you to
advertise in our bulletin! | special |aitky :
to Our Sponsors!




St John the Baptist Parish Council Members 2024-2025
Christian Benoit
Grayson Brewer, Vice Chairman
Chris Buckle
Christie Chapman, Secretary
Justin Clouatre
Horace Crochet, Chairman
Janice Hebert
Fr. Arun John, IMS

Joey Normand
Maggie Prejean
Mike Prejean
Edana Robnett
Derek Scott

St. John the Baptist Parish
Finance Committee Members
Dana Babin
Carolyn Dupuy
Father Arun John
Drew Maciasz
Laurie Moreau
Arron Pierre
Danny Rabalais
David Toups

Maintenance Committee
Richard Dugas
Joey Normand
Danny Rabalais

Nat Smith
Gary Tullier

Pregnancy Problem Center job opening for an
Assistant Director

This position is for 29 hours and salary is negotiable,
depending upon experience. Marketing, Communication,
Quickbooks & Microsoft Office skills are needed. Please
submit your resume to:
director@pregnancyproblemcenter.com

Flower Girls are needed at
St. Joseph's Cathedral to throw

flower petals for Jesus| These

— girls will be a part of the Fete-

Zre-DIEy Dieu du Mississippi procession
X U

at the 8:00am Mass on August

14th. To sign up, please email
(WSSISS[PP Z Huy Tran: huytran@nds.edu

Greek Islands Trip in September 2025
If you are interested in traveling on this trip,
please contact Donna Kirkland at
225-803-6013 or
via email: donnakirkland@gmail.com



