August 18, 2024

ST. JOHN 7 BAPTIST
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402 South Xirkland Drive (River Road)

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Sharon Thibodeaux .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee Music Leader
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. JoAn the Baptist Catholic Church

Yolume 56, No. 33

—

P. O. Box 248, mes[y, Louisiana 70719

BAPTISM

Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass and also
celebrated after the 11:00am Mass on the Feast of the

Baptism of Our Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should

call the office to enroll in our baptismal preparation
program, preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are
encouraged to register in the parish and actively
practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries: Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call Carolyn Dupuy, 225-276-6269.



LISTEN WITH ©
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Dear Parishioners,

An 85-year-old couple, having been married for almost 60 years, died in a car crash. They had been in good
health for the last ten years of their lives, mainly due to their interest in healthy food and exercise. When they
reached the Pearly Gates, St. Peter took them to their mansion, which was decked out with a beautiful kitchen,
master bath suite and a jacuzzi. As they “ooohed and aaahed,” the elderly man asked St. Peter how much was all
this going to cost. “It’s free,” replied St. Peter, “this is heaven.” Next, they went to see the championship golf
course that their heavenly home backed up to. St. Peter told them they would have golfing privileges every day.
The elderly man asked, “What are the green fees?” St. Peter’s reply was, “This is heaven, and you play for free.”
Next, they went to the clubhouse and saw a lavish buffet laid out for them. “How much does it cost to eat?”
asked the elderly man again. “Don’t you understand? This is heaven; it is free!” St. Peter answered. “Well, then
where are the low fat and low cholesterol foods?” the elderly man inquired timidly. “This is the best part; you
can eat as much you like of whatever you like, and you never get fat, and you never get sick. This is heaven.”
The man looked at his wife and said, “You and your bran muffins. I could have been here ten years ago!”

In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks about food and drink that does not contain fat and cholesterol, because it’s His
own body and blood. The reading focuses on the fact that the bread of the Eucharist is indeed Jesus Himself. He
says that the food that He gives is for the life of the world in many different terms. Firstly, He speaks of it, in
terms of BREAD AND WINE. Secondly, He speaks of it as being His FLESH AND BLOOD. Jesus says,
“Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you do not have life in you. Those who eat My
flesh and drink My blood have eternal life.” Thirdly, He speaks of this life-giving food as HIMSELF. “I am the
living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats Me will have life because of Me.” Here, He identifies
the bread not just with His body, which is only a part of His total person, but with Himself in His totality. “Flesh
and blood” is a Hebrew idiom for the whole person.

If Jesus equates the Eucharistic bread with His total person, then to say that the Eucharistic bread is the body of
Christ will be an understatement. It is more than the body of Christ. It is the whole of Christ. Using the
traditional expression, it is the body and blood, soul and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, Jesus is
present in the Blessed Sacrament in His total person. If this is the understanding and belief about the Eucharist,
then the Eucharistic celebration can become very meaningful for us, and it can change our lives. In every
Eucharist, if participated wholeheartedly, it should change our lives for the better. As we receive communion
today, let us be conscious of the fact that we are receiving Jesus Christ himself, and let us open our hearts to
receive the new life that He brings to us. For He promised us, “Just as the living Father sent Me, and I live
because of the Father, so whoever eats Me will live because of Me.” He reminded the crowd that their
forefathers were given manna in the desert to sustain their earthly existence; but they died. The food that He was
giving them, would sustain them for eternal life. What does this food of the Eucharist do? There are two things
we can reflect upon today. The first is that Jesus is not dead, like other religious leaders and sages of the past;
but He continues to be with His followers in an intimate way, through the Eucharist. Secondly, He is in us in
the same deep intimate way as He is in the Father, and the Father is in Him. We are called upon to approach the
Eucharistic table with faith, confident that we are brought into the intimate circle of Jesus and His Father, as
well as strengthened by this food to live our lives in love and to spread the Kingdom of God here on earth.

May God bless us all!
Fr. John



CHRISTIAN FORMATION

There will be a gth grade parent meeting at 7:00pm on
Tuesday, August 20th in the Activity Center.

There will be NO RELIGION CLASSES for K-8 from
September 2nd-4th due to the Labor Day holiday.

THANK YOU to our new Religion Teachers who will
join us this year! And of course, thank you to all of the
Religion Teachers who have continued to teach in our
Faith Formation program. We appreciate you!

There will be a Pizza Party for
all of the Altar Servers on
Sunday, September 8th at

5:00pm in the Activity
Center. Please RSVP to June

=~ Hebert, 225-749-3387, if you
plan to attend.

Grandparent’s Mass
will be at 9:00am on
Sunday, September
8th. This Mass is also
a Religion Mass for
K-8 students.

Upcoming Events at our Church
Zippers: Sale date is August 29 at 7:30am

R.C.I.A.: Open House at 6:30pm on Wednesday,
August 21 in the Church Office

All Night E i ion: Friday, September 6
beginning at 8:00pm, and ending with 8:00am Mass
on Saturday, September 7

Food Pantry: Distribution at 8:30am on Monday,
September 9 at the Activity Center

Ministry Dinner: Saturday, September 14 at 5:30pm
in the Activity Center

izations
Catholic Daughters will have a meeting on Thursday
September 5th at 7:00pm in the Activity Center

Knights of Columbus will have their meeting at 6:00pm
in the Activity Center on Thursday, September 5th.

Donuts will be served on September 1st after 7:30am
Mass in the Activity Center.

Pro-Life Rosary on September 21st at 4:00pm.

Please welcome this child to our faith community
who was baptized on August 11th:

Norah Grace Matthews,
daughter of Dillon & Alyssa Matthews

Our next Baptism Seminar
is at 6:00pm on
\ Wednesday, September
11th in Christian Formation
Room One. Please call the
Church Office to register.
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The Sanctuary
Candle burns in
memory of
Railer ‘Wiltz.

Prayers and Sympathy are
extended to the families of
Beverly Thibodeaux Babin
and
James “Jim”’ Worley

ST. JOHN EUDES

upon their deaths.
Vocations
Give thanks for the priests,
| sisters, brothers and deacons
who answered God’s call with
faith and open hearts. Is Christ
\ calling you to a consecrated
. life? If so, talk to your priest or
r reach out to Father Josh
Johnson at 225-336-8778
or email him:
jiohnson@diobr.org
or visit: www.diobr.org/
vocations

FAITH ALONE
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Stewardship of Finance
Total Collection for August 11th: $10,578.00

Thank you for your generosity!



“WHOEVER EATS MY
FLESH AND DRINKS
MY BLOOD REMAINS
IN ME AND | IN HIM.”
- JN 6:56

Readings for the week of August 18, 2024

Sunday: Prv 9:1-6/Ps 34:2-3, 10-11, 12-13, 14-
15 (9a)/Eph 5:15-20/Jn 6:51-58

Monday: Ez 24:15-23/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21/
Mt 19:16-22

Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30,
35cd-36ab/Mt 19:23-30

Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/
Mt 20:1-16

Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/
Mt 22:1-14

Friday: Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Mt 22:34-40

Saturday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-

18/Jn 1:45-51

Next Sunday: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3,
16-17, 18-19, 20-21, 22-23 (9a)/
Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69

Bulletin Ad Campaign

The Bulletin Ad Campaign will continue through the end of
this month. Please consider advertising in our bulletin and
having an instant online presence. The ad flyer can be
found in the back of Church and on our website. LPI offers
free ad design and your ad will appear on our website.
Please call 800-950-9952 and ask for Sean Altenberger or
go to: www.4lpi.com/advertising-solutions

'We would like to thank our current advertisers and
welcome any of you to advertise in our bulletin!
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KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL ATFILIATE

Household Hazardous
Materials Collection Day
Saturday, October 26th
8:00am-12:00pm
Alexander Park at
250 Elaine Street, Brusly
Go to: wbrcouncil.org for a

e list of acceptable items.

CAUTION: The construction has begun for the
additional storage to the Activity Center. For your
safety, please be mindful of the fenced off area
and do not cross that barrier.

Feast on the Levee
Sunday, October 20th
Masses at 7:30am & 10:00am
Join us for food, fun, music and
fellowship!
Please consider what you can
| do to make our Feast a success.
We need cooks, help with
| children’s games, items for the
:}‘ silent auction, desserts, and
&\ your time.

5% CHURCH RAFFLE

The Church Raffle Tickets for the Super Raffle and
Regular Raffle have been mailed out. Please use the
envelope inside of this mailing to return your ticket
stubs and money. You can place the envelope in the

raffle box located in the back of Church.
Thanks for your support!
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Church Card Party
Monday, October 7th
10:00am-3:00pm
Activity Center

Lunch will be provided. Registration forms have been
mailed out. You can obtain a registration form in the
Church Office or from the back of Church. Please
contact Betty Cain, 225-776-1160, or Stacy
Gauthreaux, 225-439-2282, with any questions.

Magnificat, A Ministry to Catholic Women
Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, August 24th
From 9:00am-12:00pm at Our Lady of Mercy
Church, Baton Rouge
Guest speaker is Mike Fulmer.

To register: MagnificatAug2024.Eventbrite.com

Retrouvaille Weekend
October 4th-6th
Retrouvaille is a marriage
program dedicated to
helping couples grow closer
and develop a stronger
bond. It will help couples
repair their distances. To
sign-up, please contact
Randall & Robin Bellard,
225-271-4092 or
go to: Helpourmarriage.org

Day of Fellowship & Formation for Prison Ministry
Volunteers on Saturday, Angust 24th with Father Fred
Kammer, from 8:00am-1:30pm at St. George Catholic

Church. To register: diobr.org/pm-event



