April 30, 2023

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Yolume 55, No. 18

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church

Road) P. O. Box 248, Brusly,

OFFICE: 225-749-2189
WEBSITE: sjb-brusly.com
CHRISTIAN FORMATION: 225-749-3387

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil.....oooieiieeee e 4:30 p.m.
SUNAAY .t 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday ...........cceceevvierieeniienieenieenneens 8:00 a.m.
Friday...cccoocevvvvenieeieeie e 8:00 a.m., with Adoration until 11:30 a.m.
First Saturday of the month only..........c.ccooeevieiiieniieniieneeieeees 8:00 a.m.
RECONCILIATION
SATUIAAY ..eeeeeeeieeiie et 3:30-4:15 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday thru Friday ................. 7:40 a.m. or by appointment
PARISH STAFF
Rev. Arun John, IMS ... Pastor
Dana Babin .........cooiiiiiiii e Bookkeeper
Candice Breaux .........covvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneninnen, Youth Group Minister
June Hebert ... Director of Religious Education
Sara Hernandez ............oevuiiiiiiiiiiii i Janitorial
Jayne Jason ... Child Protection
Layne Mire ......oovveiniiii e Parish Secretary
Lil StULES © vt Mother’s Day Out
Celeste Veillon ........oooeiiiiiiiii e, Music Director
OFFICE HOURS

Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Office closed for lunch 12:00-1:00 p.m.

BAPTISM
Celebrated monthly after the 11:00 am Mass. Also
celebrated during Mass on the Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord and Easter Sunday. Parents should call the
office to enroll in our baptismal preparation program,
preferably early in pregnancy. Parents are encouraged
to register in the parish and actively practice their faith.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN

INITIATION FOR ADULTS
Inquiries — Please call the Church Parish Office.

MARRIAGE

Contact the Pastor at least 6 months prior to
proposed wedding date. Preparation program
is required. Couples should be actively
practicing their faith.

CARE OF THE SICK
Emergency calls answered as soon as possible.
Communion calls to homebound weekly by request.
Please notify the office if someone is homebound.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Family should contact the Pastor to begin
funeral arrangements.

For Cemetery information, please call
Jerry Deshotel 225-281-0333.

PRAYER LINE
Please call the Church Parish Office.



Dear Parishioners,

The term “shepherd” implies an image of responsible leadership,
devotion to duty, and concern for others. When the prophets of the
Old Testament spoke of Yahweh as the true shepherd, they
understood him as the One who really cares for his people. Jesus
says, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd is one who lays
down his life for his sheep." As our good shepherd, Jesus sacrificed
himself to free us from our sins. He did this of his own free will out
of love and concern for us. Ordinary shepherds do love their sheep,
they feed them and tend them. And once the shepherds die, the
sheep will lose them. This is not so with Jesus, the good shepherd.
Though he died for his sheep, he lives forever with them, and
defends and feeds them with his own body and blood.

Archbishop Oscar Romero was shot to death on March 25, 1980
while saying Mass in the Church of the Hospital for Divine
Providence in San Salvador. When he was appointed Archbishop, it
was generally believed that he secured the post as a reward for his
traditional and conservative views, and that the Church should steer
clear of politics. If this was the impression he projected at first,
gradually he was disillusioned with the senseless killing of priests,
" | nuns, and peasants. Soon he became one of Latin America's most

~ vocal critics of tyranny and terrorism.

In turn, his outspoken stand invited criticism and even threats to his
life. Though he knew he was marked for death, he was unafraid to
die. When offered asylum abroad, he calmly replied, "I cannot cease
to accompany my people. My people give me considerable strength
and encouragement to accept the risks of the moment." Like a true
shepherd, he laid down his life for his flock. His people
acknowledged his sacrifice. "He was our father and protector,"
mourned a grief-stricken woman before his coffin. High above the
Cathedral altar on the day of his funeral, a banner read: “Monsignor
Romero, you did not die. You live on in the struggles of the people.”
This is a beautiful example of a good shepherd.

Sl All of us are called to be good shepherds, to lead people to one

another and to God. We are called to care for one another and to love
' them. Like Jesus, and like Archbishop Romero, we are called to
sacrifice ourselves for our people. We need not go very far to find
good shepherds. Look at our own parents, our teachers, our
coaches, our ministers, etc., who have influenced us and helped us to

i become the people we are today. All of these people reflect Jesus,

4 who is the good shepherd who gently guides us toward who we are
supposed to be, regardless of our failures and shortcomings. Let us
continue to give heed to the voice of Jesus, who is gently guiding us
each and every day to become better people and better shepherds to
the souls we care for. Pray that we may continue to heed the voice of
our good shepherd, Jesus.

May God bless you all!
Fr. John



Many Thanks to Karen Cordell and her
team for cleaning our Church in April.
Please call Wendy Daniel, 225-687-1653, if
you can help during the month of May.

Many Thanks to Josie Theriot and her team
for the Bereavement meals during April.
Please contact Janice & Joel Hebert, 225-
749-3863, if you can assist them in May.

May Crowning
We wiill have the May Crowning Ceremony on
Sunday, May 14th after 9:00am Mass at the Grotto
in front of Church.

The Sanctuary
Candle burns in
memory of
Brittany Ledford.

Feast on the Levee Committee Meeting
A Fair Committee Meeting is scheduled for
May 4th at 2:30pm in the Activity Center.

If you are interested in planning and
organizing our fair in October, please come to
this meeting and offer your services.

mentioned in Father

/‘Ilf/&{ John’s letter of April 2nd

- will be implemented on
January 1, 2024.

Mass Intentions
The new Mass Intentions
policy that was previously

You can obtain a form to
complete your Mass
Intentions on our website,
sjb-brusly.com, or
in the Church office.

Vacation Bible School will take place from July 1oth-14th'
Volunteers and students who need service hours may
call June Hebert, 225-749-3387, to help with this ministry.

Plan ahead....

All Night Eucharistic Adoration: begins Friday, May Sth
at 8:00pm and ends on Saturday, May 6th at 8:00am.
Sign up sheets are in the back of Church.

Catholic Daughters’ Meeting: May 3rd at 7:00pm in the
Activity Center

Women’s Day of Prayer: May 6th at 8:00am Mass and
concludes with lunch in the Activity Center. To register,
please go to the Church website: sjb-brusly.com

Baptism Seminar: May 10th at 6:00pm. Please call the
Church Office to register.

Youth Group Meeting: May 14th at 6:00pm in the
Activity Center

Confirmation Retreat: will be held in the Activity
Center on May 31st at 5:00pm, June 1st at 1:00pm and
June 2nd at 1:00pm. Please call June Hebert,
225-749-3387 for more information.

Vocations
Whose voice will you follow? Pray for a listening
heart. If you think God is calling you to a Church
Vocation, please contact Father Josh Johnson
at 225-336-8778 or
email him: jjohnson@diobr.org

or visit: www.diobr.org/vocations

Stewardship of Finances
Total Collection for April 23rd: $7,273.30
Please consider making your regular contribution or
building fund donation through an Automatic Bank
Draft. You can obtain the Authorization form on our
website: sjb-brusly.com

Thanks for your generosity!



4™ SUNDAY
OF EASTER

“Whoever enters through

the gate is the shepherd of
the sheep. The gatekeeper
opens it for him, and the
sheep hear his voice, as the
shepherd calls his own
sheep by name and leads
them out.” - Jn 10:2-3

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Readings for the week of April 30, 2023

Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (1)/
1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3,4/In 10:11-18
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/In 10:22-30
Wednesday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Jn 14:6-14
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27/
Jn 13:16-20
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab/Jn 14:1-6
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 14:7-14
Next Sunday:  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 (22)/1 Pt 2:4-9/
Jn 14:1-12

_ <" NATIONAL DAY OF

: ”*TiRAY ER

Let us pray...

God of Abraham, Isaac, Moses,

we cry out to you for wisdom and compassion.

You led the early Jews out of slavery to freedom.

You led the disciples of Jesus after the crucifixion to courageously
preach the Gospel.

Today, we seek your wisdom to preach the good news in our
country.

Grant wisdom and faith to our elected leaders and officials to make
choices that are based upon your teaching.

Where laws are made that go against your will, give us courage to
change policy, not based upon our comfort, but upon principles
taught in Scripture.

We ask all this in the name of Jesus, our brother and Christ, who
lives and reign with you, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Catholic Diocese has an HRIS/Benefits
Assistant position open. This job involves data
entry, and assists priests and lay employees at all
diocesan locations with their benefits. To apply:
www.diobr.org/empoyment-opportunities




